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1. What do the following passages teach us about God’s immutability? 

� Psalm 102:25-27, Exodus 3:13-15 
- unchangeable wrt His BEING / EXISTENCE  

- Ps 102 – compared to the heavens & earth (which like clothing will perish / wear out / pass away), God is  

 the same for eternity 

- Ex 3:13-15 – God’s very name – “I AM WHO I AM” – implies His unchanging character, and He states  

 that “this is [his] name forever” (ie He is eternally the same) 

 
� Malachi 3:6-7, James 1:16-18, Exodus 34:5,6 (recall 3:13-15) 

- unchangeable wrt His CHARACTER / “perfections” 

- Mal 3:6 – in reference to His mercy / patience, God states that “I the LORD do not change” 

- Jas 1:17 – even in the midst of trials / temptations, we are not to question God’s goodness, because He  

 “does not change like shifting shadows” (ie. we can have hope and assurance even in dark times) 

- Ex 34 – in revealing Himself to Moses, God elaborates on His name (His unchanging being), implying  

 that His moral character as well, is unchanging. 

 
� Psalm 33:10-11; Isaiah 46:9-11  

- unchangeable wrt His PURPOSES 

- Ps 33:11 – cf. nations and peoples, God is sovereign and as such, His plans /  

 purposes stand forever 

- Isa 46:9-11 – this attribute is unique to God (v.9 “there is no other… there is  

 none like me”) 

- For further though: more specific examples regarding fulfilled prophecy / our  

 predestination / God’s choice 

 
� Numbers 23:19; 1 Sam 15:29 

- unchangeable wrt his PROMISES 

- Num 23:19 – “God is not a man that he should lie…  does he promise and not fulfill?” 

 
2. Read Exodus 32:7-14 and Jonah 3:1-10.  Does God sometimes change his mind? (cf. Joel 

2:13-14, Ezekial 18:23, Jeremiah 18:1-10) 
- Exodus 32 – Israel and the golden calf – after Moses’ intervention, the destruction of all of Israel is spared  

 (though ultimately those who chose not to follow after God are judged – see 32:15-33:6) 

- Jonah 3 – God relents and does not destroy Nineveh 

- other examples: Isaiah 28:1-6 (extending Hezekiah’s life after prayer); Gen 6:5-6, 1 Sam 15:10-11  

 (examples of God grieved at things He has done) 

- God’s character & purposes do not change:  

 - He is slow to anger & abounding in love, demonstrating mercy - Joel 2:13-14 (cf. Jonah 4:2) 

 - God is pleased when the wicked repent… and live - Ezekial 18:23 

- God may choose to respond in mercy to man’s repentence (Jeremiah 18:1-10) – image of potter reworking  

 “marred clay” 

- God responds differently to different situations – ie. when the present circumstance changed (d/t prayer or  

 repentance, then God’s attitude / expression of intention will change 

 
3. What if God could change?  What would be the implications of this on our faith? 

- How does our assurance of salvation rest on the different aspects of God’s immutability  

 � His eternal existence / His perfect character / His promises of blessing & judgement / and His  

 purposes (including our calling) 
 
In summary…  

God is unchanging in his being, perfections, purposes and promises, yet God does 
act and feel emotions, and he acts and feels differently in response to different 
situations.  

For further study: 
read the following 
passages for 
examples of God’s 
immutable plans & 
purposes:  Matt 
13:35, 25:34; Eph 
1:4,11, 3:9,11; 2 
Tim 2:19; 1 Peter 
1:20; Rev 13:8  


