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CGYG / LIFE Bible Study: Systematic Theology: The Doctrine of God’s Word            Jan 8, 2010 
 

- Over the past few months, we’ve started our study in systematic theology by focusing on the doctrine on 
God’s Word 

- This evening, we’ll be wrapping up these studies with some of the key themes and doctrines we’ve studied, 
and hopefully have time at the end for any remaining questions 

 
A. INTRODUCTION 

I. What systematic theology is � answers the question “What does the whole Bible teach us today?” about a 
given subject, and focuses on summarizing each doctrine as it should be understood by present-day 
Christians 

- Will sometimes involve use of terms and even concepts that aren’t specifically called out in the Bible, 
but are the proper the result of combining the teachings of multiple biblical authors, e.g. trinity, 
incarnation, deity of Christ 

- Systematic theology does NOT “improve” on the Bible by doing a better job of organizing its 
teachings or explaining them more clearly than the Bible has already done 

 
B. THE BIBLE AS THE WORD OF GOD 
 

I. God’s Word is eternal (John 1:1) and is sacred (2 Tim 3:14-16) because it is ‘breathed out’ by Him 
 

II. God’s Word condescended to flesh in the person of Jesus Christ – He is the living Word of God (John 1:14, 
Rev 19:13) 
 

III. The Bible is referred to as the “canon” of Scripture, which denotes a rule or standard, and indicates authority. 
For a book to belong in the canon, it is absolutely necessary that the book have divine authorship – i.e. 
though through human authors, they must be confirmed to be God’s words. When we come to the question of 
the reliability of the Bible, therefore, the author’s credibility is very important 

 
In the Old Testament, we know that God has spoken through various ways: 

- Through His decrees; powerful, creative words (Gen 1:3, Psalm 33:6) 
- Through written word; God Himself wrote on two tablets of stone the words which He had 

commanded His people (Ex 31:18) 
- God spoke His Words through the patriarchs, like Moses (Deut 31:24-26, Joshua 24:26) 
- God spoke His words through His prophets (1 Sam 10:25, Jer 30:2), and prophecies were fulfilled 

i. Prophecies in the books of Zechariah and Isaiah are fulfilled in the Lord Jesus, but were 
written centuries before Christ, 

- “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of 
grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they 
will mourn for him as one mourns for an only childF” (Zech 12:10) 

- He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground.  He had 
no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should 
desire him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar 
with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we 
esteemed him not. Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we 
considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for 
our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us 
peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. “ (Isaiah 53:2-5) 

 
In the New Testament, we know that: 

- All of the books were written by apostles of Jesus Christ, and men who were closely associated with 
these  

- An apostle was one who was chosen (appointed) and sent by Christ (Matt 10:1-6) 
- Someone who had been with Christ throughout His ministry until His ascension, and had witnessed 

His ministry (Acts 1:21-22) 
- The earliest book is believed to be one of Paul’s letters, dated about A.D. 50, while the last book 

written is John’s Revelation, dated around 95 A.D.  
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IV. These men did not write out of their own authority, but under the inspiration and work of the Holy Spirit 
- “All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 

send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” – 
John 14:25-26 

-  “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, 
comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, 
and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and 
making it known to youF” – John 16:12-14 

 
V. God has chosen only to reveal certain and specific elements of His truth and His ways to us; there are 

countless things that only God knows and has full wisdom and insight into 
- Deut 29:29 � “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed 

belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.” 
- Isaiah 55:8-9 � “’For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares 

the Lord. ‘For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.’ 

 
VI. The culmination of the entirety of God’s Word is the person of Jesus Christ 

- The Old Testament pointed towards Christ, while the New Testament points back to Christ 
- Hebrews 1:1-2 �”In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in 

various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, and through whom he made the universe.” 

 
All of this points to the fact that it was God’s deliberate intent from the very beginning that He speak to us through 
the medium of written word, ultimately pointing us to Christ. Since God is sovereign, we must conclude that it was 
always His intention that He would communicate His will to us through specific writings throughout time, and in 
His sovereignty, He would orchestrate all this to happen. Therefore, the process the early church went through to 
determine what should and shouldn’t be included in the canon of Scripture was a process of discovery, rather 
than of creation. In other words, before the creation of the world, God had in mind to speak through the authors of 
these 66 specific books of the Bible, to be discovered and recognized by man as “God-breathed” and divine. 
 

C. THE INERRANCY OF SCRIPTURE 
 
I. Definition of inerrancy: that God’s Word is totally true and reliable 

 
II. The Bible tells us that God is unlike man, who lies and changes his mind. On the contrary, He is fully truthful, 

does not waffle in His thoughts or decrees, and is always faithful to His Word – He does what He says He will 
do, He always fulfills His promises (Num 23:19) 

- At the same time, all the Words of God are pure, flawless (Psalm 12:6) 
 
III. Inerrancy only applies to the first or original copies of the biblical documents. However: 

- For over 99% of the words of the Bible, we know what the original manuscripts said, because of the 
several thousand ancient copies, papyrus and written parchments, many dating back close to the 
events recorded, from archeological discoveries – one of the most recent of which were the Dead 
Sea scrolls, discovered in the early 1950s.  

- Among the scrolls were found fragments of every book of the Old Testament, except Esther. A 
virtually intact scroll of Isaiah was found, and is 1,000 years older than any previously known copy of 
Isaiah. Comparing this scroll with the current form of Isaiah has revealed a near identical transmission 
of this book to our modern day reading of Isaiah.  

- So while we cannot say that our modern day translations are ‘inerrant’ or ‘infallible’ because they 
aren’t the originals documents, we can say with an exceeding degree of confidence that because we 
are certain that over 99% of our Bible corresponds directly to what the original manuscripts recorded, 
that what has been preserved is indeed, effectually, the Word of God given to us 

 
D. THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE 
 

I. The Bible claims that the prophets spoke the very words of God; that God literally put His words in their 
mouths (Num 18:18-20) 
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II. The biblical authors themselves also attest that the very words they are writing are the words of God 

- 1 Cor 14:37 � the commands Paul is writing are not from him, but from the Lord 
- 1 Cor 2:11-13 � the Spirit of God comprehends the thoughts of God, and this is the same Spirit we 

have received, who gave the thoughts of God to the apostles, who in turn wrote them down 
 

III. The words of Scripture are self-attesting – i.e. they attest themselves to be God’s Word. They cannot be 
‘proved’ to be God’s words by appealing to any higher authority (e.g. historical accuracy or logical 
consistency), otherwise the Bible itself would not be our highest or absolute authority: it would be subordinate 
in authority to the thing to which we appealed to prove it to be God’s Word 

- This is a circular argument, but that doesn’t make it invalid 
- All arguments for an absolute authority must ultimately appeal to that authority for proof: otherwise 

the authority would not be an absolute or highest authority 
i. To a child, from a parent: “Because I said so” 

 
- What makes the Bible authoritative when it claims to be the Word of God vs. any other book is 

ultimately the truthfulness of the Bible – in other words what lends credibility to anything that the 
Scriptures say is how much trust we can put into it, in every sense (historically, factually, 
experientially) 
 

- Truthfulness and internal consistency in clear, verifiable biblical passages should help us increase in 
faith that other claims of the Bible are also true 

i. Factual: Christ’s death and resurrection was witnessed by hundreds of people (1 Cor 15:3-8) 
ii. Factual & experiential: The end of sin is indeed destruction and, ultimately, death – death in 

the spirit, in our bodies, for eternity; having become ‘slaves of God’ and to righteousness, we 
know and experience increasing strengthening in our faith (sanctification) and, ultimately 
eternal life with God (Rom 6:20-23) 

 
E. THE CLARITY OF SCRIPTURE 
 

I. The Word of God is clear, and can be understood to the extent that God commands us to teach it to our 
children 

- Deut 6:1-2,6-7 � “These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed me to 
teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, so that you, your 
children and their children after them may fear the LORD your God as long as you live by keeping all 
his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long lifeF These 
commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. 
Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and 
when you get up.” 

- They were to ‘do’ His commands and keep all His statutes, knowing and understanding God’s 
commands well enough to ‘teach them diligently’ to their children; they were expected to understand, 
and therefore be able to obey God’s commands 
 

II. The Word of God makes wise the simple – those who aren’t capable of making sound judgments 
- Psalm 19:7-8,11 � God’s Word also enlightens our eyes, and provides warnings to us about how to 

live – therefore, they must be understandable not just to the expert, but to the common reader; 
Scripture ‘imparts understanding to the simple’. The word ‘simple’ here refers to a person who lacks 
sound judgment, prone to make mistakes, and who is easily led astray 
 

III. But Scripture is spiritually discerned, so to those not having trusted in Jesus, and do not have the indwelling 
Spirit of God in them, the Bible is not only not understandable, it is “folly” (1 Cor 2:14-16) 
 

IV. The clarity of Scripture means that the Bible is written in such a way that its teachings are able to be 
understood by all who will read it seeking God’s help and being willing to follow it.  
 
This doesn’t mean, however, that all teachings of God’s Word are always immediately clear to the reader, nor 
even that among Spirit-filled Christians there is agreement on every doctrine. But because Scripture is 
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necessarily clear, the disagreements in interpretation must stem from us, as our inadequate minds wrestle 
with God’s Word is really saying, and so we need to pray for discerning wisdom. 

 
F. THE NECESSITY OF SCRIPTURE 
 

I. The Bible is necessary for man know some critical aspects about God, and about their relationship with Him.  
- Scripture is necessary to attain knowledge about what is needed for salvation 

i. Rom 10:8-17 � “For the Scripture says, ‘Everyone who believes in him will not be put to 
shame’”(v.11), and again ’everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be savedF’(v.13) 

 
- Scripture is necessary for a Christian’s spiritual life and growth as they read, understand, and 

meditate on God’s Word 
i. Matthew 4:4 � “Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every 

word that comes from the mouth of God.” 
ii. 1 Peter 2:2 � “long for spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvationF”; refers to God’s 

Word (1 Peter 1:22-25) 
 

II. The Bible is NOT necessary for man to discern several other important things about God and His moral 
attributes 

- Romans 1:19-21 � Man is without excuse to not believe there to be a God (and a benevolent God at 
that), because God has revealed Himself to each one through Creation 

- Romans 2:14-15 � The consciences of unbelievers bear witness to God’s moral standards, and at 
times this law is distorted or suppressed in order to justify sin and disobedience to God 

 
G. THE SUFFICIENCY OF SCRIPTURE 
 

I. The sufficiency of Scripture deals with the question of whether the Bible alone is really enough for Christians 
to know how God wants us to think and live 

- Scripture is sufficient to teach us how to gain salvation, and for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training us up into righteousness to do every good work (2 Tim 3:14-17) 

- Sufficient to teach us how and why to live holy lives, because God who called us, is Himself holy (1 
Peter 1:13-25) 

- 2 Peter 1:3-4 � “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godlinessF” (NIV), or 
“all things that pertain to life and godliness” � clearly, Peter is saying that what God has given us is 
entirely sufficientF but goes onF “Fthrough the knowledge of Him who called usF by which He has 
granted us His precious and very great promisesF” � the promises, and the knowledge that Peter is 
referring to are the promises given in Scripture 
 

II. As we said earlier, the credibility of a book’s author was critical to whether it was trustworthy and worthy of 
being regarded as part of holy Scripture. With the death of the Apostles, the canon of Scripture was 
completed and closed, and no ‘new’ writings since then should be considered en par with the Bible. The 
doctrine of the sufficiency of Scripture builds upon this, that God has not spoken to mankind any more words 
which He requires us to believe or obey other than the Bible 

 
H. FOUR IMPORTANT PRINCIPLES IN STUDYING THE BIBLE 
 

i. The Literal Principle: Scripture should be understood in its literal, normal, and natural sense 
- In general, the Bible speaks in literal terms, and we must allow it to speak for itself; 
- While the Bible does contain figures of speech and symbols, they were intended to convey literal 

truth.  
- An obscure or ambiguous text should never be interpreted in such a way as to contradict the 

teaching of a plain or clear passage (e.g. difficult passage in 1 Cor 15:29, interpreted by clear 
passage in Hebrews 9:27-28) 

 
ii. The Historical Principle: We interpret in its historical context 

- We must ask what the text meant to the people to whom it was first written. In this way we can 
develop a proper contextual understanding of the original intent of Scripture 
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iii. The Grammatical Principle: This requires that we understand the basic grammatical structure of 
each sentence in the original language 
 

iv. The Synthesis Principle: Scripture must interpret Scripture 
- This is what the Reformers called the analogia scriptura. It means that the Bible does not 

contradict itself. If we arrive at an interpretation of a passage that contradicts a truth taught 
elsewhere in the Scriptures, our interpretation cannot be correct. Scripture must be compared 
with Scripture to discover its full meaning 

 


