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An Alternate View of God's providence:Arminianism (and Libertarian Freedom)A {'irjiW'}S
The two philosophical principles of Arminianism:

Divine sovereigntv is not compatible with human freedom, nor therefore with human responsibilitv.

Deduction: lf God is obsolutely sovereign, human beings cannot be truly free - oll our actions ore foreordained -
and therefore, humon responsibility becomes o laughable concept. Since the Bible regards foith (or ony act of the
will) os o free and responsible human act, it cannot be caused by God, but is exercised independently of God,

Abilitv limits oblieation. Deduction: Since the Bible regards faith as obligatory on the part of all who hear the
gospel, ability to believe must be universol. For God to command a thing human beings lacked the abitity to
perform would be unjust.

Hence, Arminians maintain, Scripture must be interpreted as teaching the following positions: (The Five Articles)

(1) Human beings are never so completely corrupted by sin that we cannot savingly believe the gospel when it is
put before us, nor (2) are we ever so completely controlled by God that we cannot reject it. (3) God's election of
those who shall be saved is prompted by his foreseerng that they will, of their own accord, believe. (4) Christ's

death d id nol ensure the salvation of a nyone, for it did not secu re the gift of faith to anyone (there is no such

gift); what it did, rather, to create a possibility of salvation for everyone if they believe. (5) lt rests with believers

to keep themselves in a state of grace by keeping up their faith; those who fail here fall away and are lost.

Five counter-points of Calvinism ("Salvation is of the Lord")

(1.) Fallen humanity, in its natural state, lacks all power to beiieve the gospel. (2.) God's election is a free,
sovereign, unconditional choice of sinners, as sinners, to be redeemed by Christ, given faith and brought to glory.
(3.) The redeeming work of Christ had as its end and goal the salvation of the elect. Christ did not "achieve" a
hypothetical salvation for hypothetical believers - he died for the church and fully accomplished her salvation,
(a.)The work of the Holy Spirit in bringing people to faith never fails to achieve its object. (5.) Believers are kept
in faith and grace by the unconquerable power of God till they come to glory.
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Libeltarian freedom defined; o person is free with respect to a given action ot o $iveh time if at thot time it is
within the person's power to perf-orm that action and also in the person's power to refrain from the action.4 6 euR abrc'(,,"(; lrud"m)
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Compatibilistic freedom defined: The bible as a whole, and sometimes in specific texts, presupposes or teaches
that both of the following propositions are simultaneously true:
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God is absolutely sovereign, but his sovereignty never functions in such a way that human responsibitity is
curtailed, minimized or mitigated.

2) Human beings are morally responsible creatures-they significantly choose, rebel, obey, believe, defy, moke
decisions and so forth, ond they are rightly held occountable for such actions; but this characteristic never
functions so as to moke God absolutely contingent (secondory, a responder, dependent upon us in some sense).
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KEEPING IT ALL IN TENSION: GOD IS ABSOLUTELY SOVEREIGN:

Ps. 115:2-3 - Why do the nations say, "Where is their God?" 
3 Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases

him.

PS. 135:6 - The LORD does whatever pleases him, in the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and all their
depths.

Eph 1:11 - ln him we were also chosen, having been predestined accordine to the plan of him who works out
evervthing in conformitv with the purpose of his will,

Acts 17:26 - From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out
their appointed times in historv and the boundaries of their lands.

God's sovereignty is so broadly inclusive that, from a biblical point of view it is not surprising to find
unintentional manslaughter and family misfortune both related to the will of God

Ex.27:t3 - Anyone who strikes someone a fatal blow is to be put to death. 
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However, if it is not done

intentionally, but God lets it happen, they are to flee to a place I will designate.

Ruth 1:13 - "Would you wait until they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? No, my daughters. lt is

more bitter for me than for you, because the LORD's hand has turned against me!"20) 20 "Don't call me Naomi," - ,

she told them. "Call me Mara, because the Rhiehtv has made mv life uerv bitte. frnz f ill 'h 4d{'t J'<vu+4 , 6otl^
t ,"tl r\ q'"(,lrn hra^'

KEEPING IT ALL IN TENSION: THE HUMAN WILL IS NOT EXEMPT FORM GOO'S SWAY

Prov. 16:9 - ln their hearts human beings plan their course, but the LORD establishes their steps.

Jer. 10:23 - LORD, I know that people's lives are not their own; it is not for them to direct their steps.

KEEPING IT ALL IN TENSION: EY|L IS NOT EXEMPT FROM GOD'S SWAY

Ps. 105:25 The LORD made his people very fruitful; he made them too numerous for their foes, " whose hearts

he turned to hate his people, to conspire aeainst his servants.

ls.45:6-7;6Sothatfromtherisingofthesun totheplaceof itssettingpeoplemayknowthereisnonebesides
me. I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

7 
I form the light and create darkness, I brinq prosperitv and create

disaster; l, the LORD, do all these thinss.

Lam 3:37-38; Who can speak and have it happen if the Lord has not decreed it? 
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ls it not from the mouth of the

Most Hish that both calamities and good thinss come?

Rom 9:18 therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden.

KEEPING IT ALL IN TENSION: HUMANS ARE RESPONSIBLE.

Josh 24:14-15 - 
n "Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your ancestors

worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.15 But if serving the LORD seems

undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors

served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my

household, we will serve the LORD."

The Ten Commandments
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KEEPING IT ALL IN TENSIoN: GoD Ts GooD.

. Deut. 32:4 - He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no
wrong, upright and just is he.

o l John 1:5: 5 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no

darkness at all.

o Hab. 1:13: Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrongdoing.

ln the selection of passages below, we will see how biblical compatibilism can be assumed or taught within
concrete texts. One can find the tensions between the two propositions within the same contexts.

o Gen 50:19 -20

(fl . Lev 20:7-8 "'Consecrate vourselves and be holy, because I am the LORD your God. s Keep my decrees and follow\-/ them. I am the LORD, who makes you holy.

o 1 Kings 8:46-58; ls. 10:5-17; Phil2:L2

o Acts 4:23-31


