
CGYG/LIFE Systematic Theology Bible Study Series – God’s Providence Part III 

 

- How do most people conceptualize “free will”? 

 - capacity to choose whatever I want to choose with no limits – “I can choose whatever I want” 

 - capacity to choose whatever I want without any impacting forces/predispositions/influences 

  - “I’m truly free to choose with nothing influencing my decisions” 

 

- What do the following scriptural passages inform us about the understanding of “free will”? 

 - Genesis 6:5; Ps. 14:1-3; John 8:34; Eph 2:1-2 

  - we’re not truly morally free in the sense that sin has totally corrupted us (TOTAL DEPRAVITY) 

  - esp. in Genesis passage – EVERY intention, ONLY towards evil, CONTINUALLY 

  - John passage – we’re SLAVES to sin – slaves do only what masters tell them 

  - Ephesians 2:1-2 – we were DEAD in our sin, can’t get out of it 

  - ***we choose out of our sinful nature (whether intentionally or unintentionally) 

   - even when good is done, still it is tainted by sin 

 - Pr. 19:21 + Pr. 21:1 + Ps. 139:4 

  - Pr. 19:21 – the Lord’s ultimate plans prevail over man’s plans 

  - Pr. 21:1 – even the KING’s will is subjected to God’s will – God’s active doing 

  - Ps. 139:4 – He knows every word coming on our tongues – God’s “passive” knowing 

  - ***we do not make decisions outside of God’s Sovereign will 

  

- then what does it mean that our will is “free”?  How do the following quotes help us understand “free will”? 

 - on one hand, subject to God’s will; on the other hand, corrupted by sin; so where is the freedom? 

 - Jonathan Edwards, “free moral agents always act according to the strongest inclination they have at 

  the moment of choice.”   

  - what he is saying is that, free will is “free” in the sense that we are really choosing it 

   - ie, we are not externally coerced (and therefore we are responsible) 

 - John Calvin – “free will is not sufficient to enable man to do good works, unless he be helped by  

  grace.”, “Man will then be spoken of as having this sort of free decision, not because he has 

  free choice equally of good and evil, but because he acts wickedly by will, not by compulsion.” 

   - we have retained our FACULTY to choose freely, in the sense of under no coercion 

   - we have lost our INTEGRITY to choose freely (b/w good and evil) because of sin 

 - within the parameters of Scripture, our “free” will is best understood as our capacity to make  

 WILLING decisions, ie. experientially not coerced nor under compulsion (Edwards, Calvin, Carson) 

 - under no coercion, but certainly not under no influence 

 

- Based on this understanding of “free will”, we are fully able to make WILLING choices in spite of the fact that 

our NATURE (though originally good before the Fall) is thoroughly corrupted by sin.  As sinners, what we do not 

have the capacity to do is to choose willingly according to our true NATURE, for that would be true freedom. 

 

- True freedom, then, is when our NATURE and our WILLINGNESS correspond – ie, when we actually desire 

(NATURE) to choose (WILLINGNESS) to do good (BEHAVIOUR).  In our new nature in Christ, our bondage to sin 

is broken and our God-intended true nature is recovered.   This is the essence of regeneration.  However, we 

still do not live perfectly, but we strive towards perfection in cooperation with the Holy Spirit.  This is the 

process of sanctification, where our behaviours become increasingly conformed with our new nature. 

 

- Ultimate freedom, then, is when our NATURE and WILLINGNESS and our BEHAVIOUR correspond – we desire 

(NATURE) to choose (WILLINGNESS) to do good (BEHAVIOUR) all the time – ie, in heaven.  This is glorification 

and how great will that day be! 
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- Behind/over all of this is God’s Providence, His overarching power that predestines all things to take place, 

 but in no way coercing our will. 

 

- How are we to understand free will in the context of God’s Providence? 

 - Account 1 – Exodus 7:1-5, 14-18, 22-24 + Romans 9:14-24 

  - the Lord hardening Pharaoh’s heart 

  - Pharaoh also noted to harden his own heart (7:22; also 8:15,19,32) 

  - (Ex 7:16-17) the punishment was meted out because of Pharaoh’s disobedience  

  - Pharaoh’s disobedience had REAL consequences – ie, the plagues 

  - (Ex. 14:16-17; Rom 9:17) purpose was for God’s glory to be demonstrated in all the earth 

  - who are we (the created) to question God (the Creator)? 

 - Account 2 – Isaiah 53:10 + Matt. 26:3-4, 14-16 + Matt. 27:3-5 + Acts 4:27-28 

  - very human intentions to kill the Lord Jesus – these actions resulted in the very real  

   consequence of Jesus being nailed to the cross 

  - Judas’ responsibility for his part in killing Jesus 

  - but the Lord’s good purposes to have this done (for the redemption of humankind) 

   -  yet God was not charged with any wrongdoing whatsoever 

 

- The Bible certainly teaches both God’s Providence as well as man’s “free” will (and thus responsibility), even 

 though we are not privy to the mechanisms of how they actual co-exist together.  What then is our 

 response to the doctrines of God’s Providence and man’s responsibility? 

 - Matt. 6:26 – we trust and do not worry because He is in control of all things; but instead we  “worry” 

  about God’s Kingdom and his righteousness first and foremost 

 - Eph. 1:3-4 – we bless Him and praise Him because of His Sovereignty 

 - we can be sure that we are not robots/automatons – we make choices under no compulsion 

 - we take real responsibility in our every day choices and not have a “throw your hands up in the air, 

  God ‘s will will take care of things” attitude 

  - we’re not casual about sin and its consequences 

  - we’re not casual about laziness (about good works, evangelism, character growth) 

 - our actions do have very real consequences and this includes prayer and evangelism (will discuss in 

  another section) 
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Contextual Considerations 

 

- Proverbs – not merely “wise sayings” in and of themselves to be taken as good advice 

 - they’re to be taken in the context of God as the ultimate wisdom and ruler over all things/people 

 

- Ps. 139 – a psalm about God’s intimate knowledge of us 

 

- Ps. 14 – David’s observations as he looks on those who are oppressing Israel 

 - ends off with an expression of trust in God’s deliverance 

 

- Gen. 6 – immediately pre-flood, God saw the “uber”-wickedness of people 

 

- Eph. 2 – follows a passage describing the riches that we have in Christ 

 - Eph. 2 starts off with just why we’re in desperate need of these riches 

 

- John 8 – here, Jesus is speaking to the Jewish people who were blind to their own sins 

  - their understanding of their inheritance of spiritual blessings is purely based on their being in 

   the bloodline of Abraham, with whom God has made a covenant 

  - Jesus here tells them that the TRUTH will set them free 

  - they have not understood that they in fact will miss the spiritual blessings as long as they are 

   blind to their spiritual bondage in sin 

 

- Exodus 7 – shortly after God promising deliverance to Israel from Egyptian oppression 

 - Moses now approaches Pharaoh to ask him to let Israel leave Egypt 

 

- Romans 9 – part of the larger section of discussion on God’s sovereignty (ch. 9-11) 

 - note how Paul starts off this section with a sense of anguish 

  - he must tell this truth, but he is saddened that in God’s sovereignty, some are not chosen 

  - but in fact, He demonstrates His glory in not choosing some in order to rescue orders (9:23) 

  - but ends off the section praising God (Rom. 11:36) for His Sovereign purposes 

 

- Isaiah 53 – Isaiah’s prophecy about the Messiah who is to come 

 

- Matthew 26-27 – events that were transpiring around the time of the Last Supper 

 

- Acts 4 – Peter had just responded to the Jewish Council after having been arrested for preaching the gospel 

              - after the release, the believers gathered together and lifted this prayer to God 

 

 

 


