
 1 

CGYG / LIFE Bible Study: The Word of God & the Doctrine of Inerrancy                       Nov 6, 2009 
 
Questions for Discussion: 

How would you go about explaining to someone why you believe the Bible is the “Word of God”? What would it 
take for someone to convince you otherwise? How do you know that the books in the Bible are the right ones?  
 
I. Read John 1:1, 14 and Revelation 19:13. The “Word of God” to a Christian is usually rightly associated with 

the Bible. What further do these verses tell us about God’s Word, and its significance?  
� John 1:1 � “In the beginning was the Word-”; eternality of the Word, always existed as God has always 

existed 
� John 1:14 � “The Word became flesh-”; God’s Word condescended to flesh in Jesus Christ 
� Revelation 19:13 � referring to Christ, “-his name is the Word of God.” 

 
II. How are some ways that God has ‘spoken’ in the Bible? (c.f. Genesis 1:3, Psalm 33:6; Exodus 20:1-3; 

Deuteronomy 18:18-20, Jeremiah 1:9; Exodus 31:18, Isaiah 30:8) 
� Genesis 1:3, Psalm 33:6 � God’s decrees; powerful, creative words from God; a decree of God is a word 

of God that causes something to happen 
� Ex 20:1-3 � God’s words or personal address; communicates with people on earth by speaking directly 

to them 
� Deut 18:18-20, Jer 1:9 � God speaking through the lips of humans; usually primarily through prophets 
� Ex 31:18, Isaiah 30:8 � God’s Words in written form (i.e. the Bible) 

 
III. Read 2 Timothy 3:14-16. How does Paul here describe God’s Word?  

� “sacred” (v.15) � Paul knew that the words of God were sacred / holy / set apart / to be approached 
reverently 

� “God-breathed” (v.16) � Scripture are the very words spoken out (exhaled) by God Himself 
 

The Bible is referred to as the “canon” of Scripture, which denotes a rule or standard, and indicates authority. For 
a book to belong in the canon, it is absolutely necessary that the book have divine authorship – i.e. though 
through human authors, they must be confirmed to be God’s words. When we come to the question of the 
reliability of the Bible, therefore, the author’s credibility is very important; were the writers of the books in the Bible 
credible witnesses to all of God’s work before, through, and after Jesus Christ? 
 
IV. What do we know about the Old Testament canon from the following verses, and how and through whom the 

Old Testament Scriptures came to be? 
� Exodus 31:18 � God Himself wrote on two tablets of stone the words which He had commanded His 

people 
� Deuteronomy 31:24-26, Exodus 17:14, 24:4, Joshua 24:26 � God spoke His Words through patriarchs of 

old, especially through Moses 
� 1 Samuel 10:25, 1 Chronicles 29:29, Jeremiah 30:2 � God spoke His words through His prophets 

 
The last books of Old Testament history written were Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther. Esther was written during the 
reign of Artaxerxes (king of Persia), likely around 435 B.C. After this period, for about 400 years, there were no 
further writings that had the credibility to be recognized to be divinely inspired. There was much literature that 
documented Jewish history during this period, though many of these books themselves declared that they weren’t 
inspired of God. Jewish historian Josephus (born A.D. 37/38) explained, “From Artaxerxes to our own times a 
complete history has been written, but has not been deemed worthy of equal credit with the earlier records, 
because of the failure of the exact succession of the prophets.” Adding weight to this, in the time of Jesus, He and 
the New Testament authors quote various parts of the Old Testament Scriptures as divinely authoritative over 295 
times, but not once do they cite any of the writings during 400 years of silence. 
 
All of the books in the New Testament were written by apostles of Jesus Christ, and men who were closely 
associated with these apostles (e.g. Mark was a close associate of the apostle Peter, and Luke was a close 
associate of the apostle Paul. Jude was accepted by virtue of his connection with James, and the fact that he was 
the brother of Jesus). The earliest book is believed to be one of Paul’s letters, dated about A.D. 50, while the last 
book written is John’s Revelation, dated around 95 A.D.  
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V. What is an apostle, and how was an apostle different than a disciple of Christ (c.f. Matthew 10:1-6, Mark 
3:13-19; Acts 1:21-22)? What were these apostles commanded and tasked to do (Matthew 28:18-20)? Why 
do you think it was important that the New Testament books were written associated with the apostles? 
� Matthew 10:1-6, Mark 3:13-19 � one who was chosen (appointed) and sent by Christ 
� Acts 1:21-22 � a man who had been with Christ throughout His ministry until His ascension, and had 

witnessed His ministry 
� Matthew 28 � “teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you-”; to teach Jesus’ commands 

 
VI. By what means did these men have the ability and authority to author the “Word of God”? (c.f. John 14:25-26, 

16:13-14)? 
� John 14:25-26 � “All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the 

Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to 
you.”; the Holy Spirit would remind the apostles of everything that Jesus had said to them 

� John 16:12-14 � “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit 
of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he 
hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and 
making it known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from 
what is mine and make it known to you.”;  All that Jesus had to say to them was ‘more than you can 
now bear’2 the Holy Spirit would guide them into all truth. 

 
VII. Read Hebrews 1:1-2. What do these verses imply about the culmination of God’s words to mankind (also 

discussed earlier)? Adding to this, what does the necessity for ‘apostolic authorship’ imply about whether any 
further new books should be added to the Bible today?  
� Heb 1:1-2 � “in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed to heir of all 

things-”; God’s speech to us by his Son is the culmination of his speaking to mankind and is his 
greatest and final revelation to mankind in redemptive history 

� No more apostles, hence no additional, credible, ‘new’ accounts of Jesus Christ 
 
Also critical to canonicity was the importance of internal consistency – whether what was written in the book was 
consistent doctrinally and theologically with all the other books that were already widely confirmed to be “God-
breathed”. The writer of Hebrews, for example, is not known. The intrinsic qualities of the book itself, however, 
convinced the early church that the ultimate author must be God Himself: the majestic glory of Christ shines forth 
from the pages so brightly, and it was entirely consistent with all the other New Testament books, that it was 
quickly recognized by the church as part of the canon of Scripture. 
 
All of this points to the fact that it was God’s deliberate intent from the very beginning that He speak to us through 
the medium of written word. Since God is sovereign, we must conclude that it was always His intention that He 
would communicate His will to us through specific writings throughout time, and in His sovereignty, He would 
orchestrate all this to happen. Therefore, the process the early church went through to determine what should and 
shouldn’t be included in the canon of Scripture was a process of discovery, rather than of creation. In other 
words, that there are 66 books in the Bible isn’t a result of a decision made at some church council, or because of 
human invention. Rather, there are these 66 books because God had in mind to speak through the authors of 
these 66 particular books, to be discovered and recognized by man as “God-breathed” and inspired. 
 
The Inerrancy of Scripture 
 
VIII. Read Numbers 23:19, Psalm 12:6, Matthew 24:35. What do these passages say about God, and His Word?   

� Numbers 23:19 � God is unlike man, who lies and changes his mind. On the contrary, He is fully truthful, 
does not waffle in His thoughts or decrees, and is always faithful to His Word – He does what He says He 
will do, He always fulfills His promises 

� Psalm 12:6 � All the Words of God are pure (flawless – NIV)- 
� Matthew 24:35 � God’s Word is eternal 

 
Because all of Scripture is the very words of God, it follows that true to the character and nature of God, all that 
God has spoken and is recorded in the Bible is completely true, without error in any part. This is the definition of 
inerrancy: that God’s Word is totally true and reliable. 
 
IX. Common challenges to the Doctrine of Inerrancy 
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i. The Bible is only authoritative in matters of “faith and ethical conduct” – essentially that it holds no 
authority over scientific facts, historical details etc. What problem is there with this objection, from 
passages like 2 Timothy 3:16 and Romans 15:4? 
� 2 Tim 3:16 � The Bible itself does not make any restrictions on the kinds of subjects to which it 

speaks truthfully, and repeatedly affirms that all of Scripture is profitable for us, and “God –breathed”  
� Romans 15:4 � “For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 

endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” 
 

ii. Inerrancy only applies to the first or original copies of the biblical documents. Since we have none of 
these, inerrancy really shouldn’t be emphasized. How would you respond to this? 
� For over 99% of the words of the Bible, we know what the original manuscripts said, because of the 

several thousand ancient copies, papyrus and written parchments, many dating back close to the 
events recorded, from archeological discoveries – one of the most recent of which were the Dead 
Sea scrolls, discovered in the early 1950s. Among the scrolls were found fragments of every book of 
the Old Testament, except Esther. A virtually intact scroll of Isaiah was found, and is 1,000 years 
older than any previously known copy of Isaiah. Comparing this scroll with the current form of Isaiah 
has revealed a near identical transmission of this book to our modern day reading of Isaiah. So while 
we cannot say that our modern day translations are ‘inerrant’ or ‘infallible’ because they aren’t the 
originals documents, we can say with an exceeding degree of confidence that because we are certain 
that over 99% of our Bible corresponds directly to what the original manuscripts recorded, that what 
has been preserved is indeed, effectually, the Word of God given to us. 

 
iii. There are some clear errors in the Bible 

� First question to ask is, “where?” The claim to inerrancy is huge, but could easily be disproven 
� There are no really ‘new’ problems in Scripture. The Bible in its entirety is over 1,900 years old, and 

alleged ‘problem texts’ have been there all along – and scrutinizers and skeptics have all taken their 
stab at discrediting the Bible 

 
Bringing it home: Doctrine Alive!  

 
X. Read again 2 Timothy 3:14-16. How does Paul here describe the kind of impact that these writings should 

have on those who trust in Jesus? How does knowing all we’ve learned tonight about the Bible imply we 
should view and respond to the Bible (c.f. Psalm 1:1-2)?  

� 2 Tim 3:14-16 � Makes us “wise for salvation through faith in Christ” � through the Bible, God 
imparts wisdom to us unto salvation, so that we know and understand to trust in Jesus for our 
salvation 

� Teaching, reproof (rebuke), correction, training in righteousness 
� Equips the man of God to be competent, and able to do every good work 
� Psalm 1:1-2 � Blessed is the man who meditates on God’s law 

 
 

Spend a few quiet minutes thinking about what impact knowing that the Bible is the inerrant Word of God to us 
should have on your life. Think of specific realms of your life, e.g. your view of Scripture (do you uphold it as the 
ultimate authority over everything in your life?), in your relationship with God and with others, in what you put our 
energies into, in what you do with your free time, in your spending habits, etc. Write some things down that need 
to change in your life, in view of how sacred and precious the Bible really is 
 
If you’re so led, share with your group, and resolve to hold each other accountable to living out lives that are truly 
transformed by your deepened knowledge of God, and of His Word. 


