
CGYG/LIFE Systematic Theology Bible Study Series – God’s Providence Part I 

 

What are some of the key ideas associated with the concept of God’s Providence? 

 

A.  Heb. 1:3 + Col. 1:17; Ps. 104:27-29 + Job 34:14-15 – preservation/sustenance 

 - everything continues to exist because He holds it all together 

 - Greek word for “uphold” (Heb. 1:3) – to carry, to hold  

  - used in present participle form – therefore CONTINUES to uphold 

  - idea that if He does not sustain, all things will collapse (even at the subatomic level) 

  - has idea of purposeful control, ongoing guidance (as opposed to static sustenance) 

 - Ps. 104:29 – without God’s sustenance, life ceases to exist 

 - Job 34:14-15 – our life would cease to exist if He does not uphold 

 - in terms of the mechanisms of how He sustains  – we do not know, we only know that He does 

 

B.  Ps. 135:5-7 + Ps. 104:14; Prov. 16:33; Job 12:23; Prov. 16:9 + Ps. 139:16 + Prov. 21:1 – “causation” 

 - God causes the natural world to behave as it does 

 - God also causes the outcomes of events – nothing is left to chance 

 - ***just because there may be a “natural explanation” to natural events and even rules to calculate 

  probability does not mean that God did not cause these to happen 

  - if anything, the fact that natural phenomena can be studied implies an inherent order, thus 

   speaking against random-ness in the universe and pointing to a purposeful design 

 - God controls the affairs of nations 

 - God directs our lives/decisions/thoughts 

 - ***in using the term “causation”, we still need to be cautious to distinguish between how God stands 

  behind the good things that happen and how He stands behind the bad things that happen 

  - we will cover this in the next study, but in brief, scriptures always attribute praise to God for 

   the good, but never attributes evil to God in the face of evil 

  - the term “sovereignty” incorporates the above idea 

 

C.  Dan. 4:34-35 + Eph.1:5,9,11; Rom 8:28-9 + Eph. 1:4; Deut 29:29 - purposefulness 

 - God does according to His Will 

 - His purposes are eternal/pre-ordained – did not plan as He went along “in response” to us 

 - His purpose is good, and this goodness is that we’re to conform to Christ in holiness/blamelessness 

  - there are implications in our redemption for the rest of creation (see preceding verses in the 

   Romans 8 passage) 

 - just in case we think that we can understand everything about God, we cannot 

  - some things will just be “secretive” to us as our minds cannot comprehend God’s  

   perfect/infinite will 

  - we simply need to trust that even in these “secrets”, God is good in His Will 

 - the emphasis of Deut. 29:29 is that we obey what has been revealed, otherwise we will be  

  punished/cursed by God Himself (see verses preceding v.29) 

 - what God has revealed to us in His divine power is sufficient for life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3); we do 

  not need to search for some additional “secret knowledge” to enhance our Christian walk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How does an understanding of God’s Providence to His creation impact our Christian walk? 

 - when things are going well? 

  - we praise God and we thank Him 

  - we are not to forget about God in the good times that we experience 

  - we’re not attributing good things to our own good intentions and diligence in life 

   (that somehow, we’ve earned it!) 

  - as a corollary, we do not automatically assume the mindset that those who do not have it 

   good have “brought things upon themselves” – this impacts how we treat others  

 - when we face stressors/demands of day-to-day living – time, energy, finances? 

  - we praise God and we thank Him for His good purposes 

  - we are aware of the spiritual purposes that even ordinary day-to-day events – all of these, are 

   purposefully designated – so we ask ourselves, how are even these stressors/demands 

   meant to conform me to Christ? – this impacts how we actually live day-to-day 

 - when we experience disasters (individual or community)?  - individual – relationship breakdown, 

  failing in school, terminal illness; community – natural disasters, murders, financial crises 

  - we praise God and we thank Him for His good purposes 

  - instead of being discouraged, we understand that, even in this, God can bring glory to Himself 

  - we endure and persevere, with great hope! 

  - we recognize that even in this God is accomplishing a certain purpose in me and in us 

   - how is God trying to conform me/us to Christ in this situation? 

  - God’s Providence is the ultimate incentive for us to pray, to proclaim the gospel, to act in 

   mercy and kindness, because God WILL surely accomplish His purposes 

 -***this is not an exhaustive list of tangible applications coming from this doctrine 

  - the point of this is to go through this exercise so that we recognize that while this is very 

   much an intellectual matter, it is not merely an intellectual matter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Contextual considerations 

 

- Hebrews 1 – establishing the divinity of the Son - Son of God being equally God as the Father is God 

- Colossians – really about the centrality of Christ in all of life and as the starting point of how we live 

  - against notions of Gnosticism (secret knowledge that matter is inherently evil and should be 

  either rigidly avoided – asceticism, or indulged with no effect on the spirit – licentiousness) 

 - therefore Colossians 1 starts off with the establishment of Christ’s divinity and final authority 

- Psalm 104 – entire psalm is prefaced with verse 1 – oh Lord my God, you are very great 

 - goes through God as creator, author of life, sustainer of life….etc 

 - this verse in one verse in the larger context of a psalm that describes this greatness of God 

- Job 34 – Elihu speaks to Job to reveal the wisdom of God into the Job’s circumstances 

 - v. 14-5 preceded by v.13 which is a rhetorical question to demonstrates God’s absolute rule 

 - v. 14-5 qualifies the rule a little further 

 

- Psalm 135 - establishes the sovereignty of God and why He should be praised, and not man-made idols 

- Proverbs – not merely “wise sayings” in and of themselves to be taken as good advice 

 - they’re to be taken in the context of God as the ultimate wisdom and ruler over all things/people 

 - in Proverbs 16, this comes across very strongly – see vs. 1-7 

 - in Proverbs 21 also falls underneath this context 

- Psalm 139 – a psalm detailing God’s intimate knowledge of us 

- Job 12 – Job was a righteous man upon whom God had allowed Satan’s attacks 

 - Job’s 3 friends have come to “comfort” him only in the end to accuse him 

 - this passage comes after Round 1 of accusations, that Job in fact has sinned and needs to repent 

 - in this reply to his friends,  Job cites God’s sovereignty and that He has done this as He wished 

  - this verse is in context of the longer section of vs. 13-25 

  - God’s sovereignty is pervasive in ALL of creation, including people 

 

- Daniel 4 – Daniel, one of the Jewish men in exile in Babylon, was summoned by the King to interpret his 

 dreams.   Daniel and his friends have kept themselves pure by avoiding the culture of Babylon 

 - this is Daniel’s interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s second dream 

 - remember, Nebuchadnezzar is a powerful ruler of an influential/dominant empire 

  - but he has become proud/arrogant 

 - this dream was about the even-more-powerful God who humbles Nebuchadnezzar by taking  

  everything from him and making him eat grass “until [he] knows that the Most High rules the 

  kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will” (v.32) 

 - v.34-5 is Nebuchadnezzar’s response after having been restored 

- Eph. 1 – establishment of 2 themes  

  - centrality of Christ - “in Christ” 

  - centrality of God’s sovereign purposes (as established in Christ) 

- Romans 8 – discusses our new life in the Spirit, no longer bound by sin and its consequences/condemnation 

 - vs. 28-9 immediately preceded by a section describing God’s curse of creation from the Fall all the 

  way up to His plan of redemption for the future (His sovereign plan) 

 - v. 24 talks about our HOPE as a result of God’s good purpose 

- Deut. 29 – the Israelites are on the verge of entering the Promised Land 

 - Moses, as their soon-to-be ex-leader, reminds the people of God’s covenant with them and  

  challenges them to commit themselves to God 

  - basically, remembrance of God’s great acts in the life of Israel in the past; blessings for  

   obedience; curses for disobedience 


