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The Doctrine of the Trinity 

 

Having a correct view of God is critical to the understanding of other doctrines that Christians hold dear.  In the past 

number of months, we have developed a better understanding of who God is by examining some of His communicable 

and incommunicable attributes.  But that unto itself would not give us a right understanding of God, but in fact would 

leave out one of the most important teachings of the Bible, the doctrine of the Trinity.   

 

1.  What are some analogies that you have heard used to explain the doctrine of the Trinity? 

a. Human experience (father, son, brother), Water (steam, liquid, ice) 

b. Three leaf clover, parts of a tree (roots, trunk, branches), Time (past, present, future), Egg (white, yolk, 

shell), Family (husband, wife, child) 

c. Water (steam, liquid, ice) 

 

2. What can we learn about God from the following Old Testament passages?  

Gen 1:26, 27 – us, ours, we pronouns (other examples: Gen 3:22, Gen 11:6-7) 

- In Genesis, and in fact in the first chapter of Genesis, we already have an indication of plurality of persons in 

God himself. 

- V.27 – in “his” own image – singular 

- Created man – male and female also speaks to his plurality 

 

Other explanations for plural pronouns: 

- Plurals of majesty – some have suggested that the plurals of “us” and “our” a forms of speech that a king 

would use in addressing his subjects.   

o However, there are no examples in Old Testament Hebrew of monarchs using plurals to address 

themselves. 

- God speaking with angels – some have suggested that God was referring to angels in using the terms “us” 

and “our”.   

o However, angels did not participate in the creation, nor are we made in their likeness. 

o Gen 18:16-17 – God and two angels were with Abraham, but God speaks using the word I, and not 

us. 

 

Ps 45:6-7 (see also Heb 1:8), Ps 110:1 (see also Matt 22:41-46, Heb 1:3) – God calling another person God 

- More direct revelation that there exists distinct persons that are called God 

- Ps 45: 6-7 – the new testament applies this passage to Christ (Heb 1:8) 

- Ps 110:1 – Jesus rightly understands that David is referring to two separate persons as Lord (Matt 22:41-46) 

o Can paraphrase this as “God the Father said to God the Son, sit at my right hand” 

 

Although the doctrine of the Trinity is not explicitly found in the Old Testament, the above passages do speak to God 

existing as more than one person.  Exactly how many persons is not defined, but there is a definite indication of a 

plurality of persons in God.  As we will see in the following passages, a more complete revelation of the Trinity is found 

in the New Testament. 

 

3. Who are the persons of the Trinity and what can we learn about the different persons?  

- Matt 28:18-20 

o Names, Father and Son draw from the most familiar of human institutions. 

o Names, Father and Son, also show a strong relationship between the two persons of God. 

o With the Holy Spirit being put in the same expression and on the same level as the Father and the 

Son, we can also view the Holy Spirit as a person of equal standing. 

o Notice the use of singular “name” when addressing the three persons 

- Matt 3:16-17 

o Voice from heaven (The Father), Son, and Holy Spirit 

o Each person is distinct 
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o Three members of the Trinity performing three distinct activities. 

o God the Father is speaking from Heaven, God the Son is being baptized and is spoken to from God 

the Father, and God the Spirit is descending from Heaven resting upon Jesus. 

 

4. What are the characteristics of the persons mentioned in the following passages?  

Jn 1:1-4 and 14, Heb 1:1-3 

- Jn 1:1-4, 14 

o Echoes the beginning of Genesis 1:1, - implies before creation, was not created 

o All things were made through Him and he is the source of life 

o Jesus is “the Word”, and he was “with God”, and he “was God” 

� Jehovah Witness: v1 - “the Word was God” is translated as “the Word was a god” because 

the Greek word ho (“the”) does not appear before the Greek word theos (“God”).  Basically 

saying that the verse does not say “the Word was ‘the’ God”, and as such they translate it as 

“the Word was a god”.  Colwell’s rule in Greek grammar should be applied to this verse 

which would dictate that the context would determine if the Greek “theos” should be 

translated as “God” or “a god”.  The context of this passage is quite clear the John was 

speaking about God. 

� If  the Jehovah Witnesses were to be consistent with their translation, verses 6, 12, 13, and 

18 should all be translated as “a god”, but in fact it is translated as God in their Bible. 

- Heb 1:1-3 

o Exact representation (Gk. Character, “exact duplicate”) of the nature or being (Gk. Hypostasis) of 

God in every way. 

o Every attribute that God has, so does the Son. 

o Universe was made through/by the Son 

 

1 Cor 2:10-11 

- Paul attributes the divine incommunicable attribute of omniscience to the Holy Spirit 

 

Ps 139:7-8 

- David attributes the divine incommunicable attribute of omnipresence to the Holy Spirit 

Acts 5:3-4 and 2 Cor 3:17-18 

- The Holy Spirit is personal – He can be lied to. 

- Holy Spirit is God 

 

5. Consider the following passages in Mk 12:29, Isa 45:5-6, and Jas 2:19.  What do these passages tell us about God?   

- There is one God 

 

 

 


