
God's Communicable Attributes, Part 2 

Sovereignty 

Read Psalm 93:1-4. (Mark up by circling subject, straight underline verb, and squeakily underline object) 

 
1. Look at Psalm 93:1-2.  Who is mentioned as the one who reigns?  Look at the circles. What does he reign over 

and in what way?  Look at the squeakily. Since when has he been reigning and has that stopped?  Look at “time”. 
 

- The LORD God is the only one mentioned as the one who reigns.   
- The LORD reigns over the world majestically (vs meekly), ably (equipped w/ strength), and decisively (the world is 
established and it shall never be moved).  The LORD has total control over creation and there is no regret to what He does. 
- The LORD has been reigning from the beginning of time (from of old and He is from everlasting) 
- The LORD reigns presently, not “reigned” in the past 

 
2. What do the floods represent?  (See Isa 17:12-13)  Observe the verb tense of the flood water.  

- The floods represent the rebellion of man, entire nations setting themselves against God.  In Revelations, out of the “sea” 
comes the anti-christ, who unites all rebelling nations.  Notice the chapter headings from Isa 10-17 –list of rebelling nations 
- The floods “have lifted” previously and “lift” presently their voice and roaring against God. 

 
3. What is God’s reaction to the floods?  (See also Ps 2:1-6).  Observe which word is repeated in emphasis in Ps 93. 

- The LORD on high is MIGHTY!  Mightier than the floods! 
- Ps2:4-5.  The LORD laughs at the rebellion of the nations.  He scoffs at their feeble efforts.  He rebukes and terrifies them. 
- Ps 93:5.  God’s Law stands fast.  He does not change in the surging floods. 

 
4. What is the range of this reign? What are the restrictions of this reign?  (See Dan 4:34-35, Ps 103:19, Ps 115:3, Pr 

19:21, Pr 21:1) 
- Dan 4: Once the sanity of Nebuchadnezzar was restored by God, he realized that the LORD has no restriction on whom and 
what he reigns over.  There is nothing He can’t do, and He answers to no one except Himself. 
- Ps 103: The LORD rules over all 
- Ps 115: The LORD does whatever pleases Him 
- Pr 19: Man’s plans cannot overcome the LORD’s ultimate purpose.  God’s reign extends to man’s heart. 
- Pr 21: Even a king’s purpose and plans are fully in God’s control, much less a man under a king’s control. 

 
5. If God is in control of all things, is there any use for us to plan or do anything?  (Pr 21:31,Jas 4:13-15) 

(Read Acts 27:21-32.  What was the outcome God revealed to Paul?  What did Paul do when he realized sailors 
were going to abandon the ship?) 
- No.  We are still called to planning and action.  Both the Proverbs and James passages indicate that we plan and act in 
relative free will day to day.  However, God’s purpose will be done according to His desired outcome. 
- God could work by Himself to reach His outcome (i.e. dropping bread from heaven), but generally He works through 
normal means (i.e. providing employment for man to buy bread).  He ordains the end and also the means. 
- It was revealed to Paul by an angel that none of them would perish.  However, when he realized that the sailors were going 
to abandon ship (v30) leaving it without skilled pilots, Paul acted.  He asked the centurion to prevent them from leaving, else 
they won’t survive.  The centurion also acted, and they survived the shipwreck.  Therefore, Paul did not sit back and watch, 
but did what he thought was right according to God’s will. 

 
 
 
 
We share in God’s attribute of sovereignty in the fact that all men act in relative free will.  God did not make us 
automatons, but allows us to have self-determination.  Since God reigns over the kingdom that rules all (Ps 103:19), 
we should obey and submit to God as humble subjects of this kingdom.  We are ultimately responsible before Him 
for our rebellion (Ps 2:10-12) 



 
 
6. God has made us with the ability to make choices and to exercise our will in a relatively free way.  In what ways 

should we do that?  (See Ps 1, Eph 2:8-10, John 6:28-29) 
 
Eph 2:8-10 – God created us in Christ to do good works.   
 
John 6:28-29 – The work of God is to believe in Jesus Christ.  (The Son of God is our Redeemer by being our 
atoning sacrifice and our King.)  Good works is not simply charity, 
 

7. Read Ruth 1:20-21.  What is right about Naomi’s theology?  What did she miss?  (See Rom 8:28-30, Ruth 2:20, 
Ruth 4:13-22).  How can we be encouraged by God’s sovereignty, especially during the harsh periods in our lives?  
(See also Gen 50:20, Act 2:22-23) 

 
Ruth did not attribute her misfortune to randomness of the universe, or bad luck, or “karma” from this life or 
another life.  She rightly deducted that God’s sovereign hand was fully in control of her personal situation, even 
though He had dealt very bitterly against her. 
 
Ruth forgot that God is gracious, slow to anger and abounding in love.  God brought Ruth into Naomi’s life.  The 
women of Israel reasoned that she was better than 7 sons.  God is able to bless and restored Naomi’s life.  More 
than that, He would use Naomi’s family to bring about the throne of David, which is a foreshadowing of the 
everlasting throne of Jesus Christ.  That is such an encouragement to us, especially if Naomi’s misery is a result of 
disobedience by their move to Moab, showing that God is a God of hope.  Naomi never doubted God’s place in 
her life in her misery as the sovereign God.  As Paul wrote – In ALL things God works for the GOOD of those who 
love Him, and the ultimate purpose of God’s will in our life is the glorification of our person so that we may be 
completely free of sin and to see God in His glory. 
 
Gen –In God’s sovereignty, He even uses the evil choices of man to accomplish His good purpose. 
 
Act – The greatest injustice in the history of creation occurred according God’s sovereign plan: the crucifixion of 
Jesus Christ.  The cross of Jesus Christ perfectly demonstrated His love for us and His just anger towards sin.  If 
God planned and worked through the crucifixion of His son for our good, we can trust Him and rest in His 
sovereign hand for whatever happens in our lives that it is ultimately for our good and for His glory.   

 
 

Conclusion: 

The sovereignty of God is His favorite doctrine.  It is perhaps the most declared attribute of God in the Bible.  It is also 
perhaps how God is most misrepresented by christians, especially in times of trials.  What glory is there in for a king 
who has no control over his kingdom?  Rather than saying God didn’t intend for calamities, we can find comfort 
trusting that no occurrence is accidental or uncontrolled, but all operate within the loving hands of God and 
according to the wisdom of God.  Let God’s sovereignty be our assurance and peace, and let’s exercise the degree of 
sovereignty He has given us to make choices according to His wisdom, as revealed in His Word. 
 
  


