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1. What do the following passages teach us about God’s omnipresence? 

� Jeremiah 23:23-24; Psalm 139:7-10 
- Jer 23:23-24 – (in rebuking false prophets) – “Can anyone hide… so that I cannot see him?...  do I not fill  

 heaven and earth” 

- Ps 139 – nowhere that you can find yourself where God is not present 

- God is present everywhere – in every part of space 

 
� 1 Kings 8:27; Acts 7:48-50  

- 1Kings 8:27 – “the heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you” in reflecting on the temple built  

 for the Lord, Solomon reflects on the omnipresence of God 

- Acts 7:48-50 – “…the Most High does not live in houses made by men” - in his speech to the Sandhedrin,  

 Stephen recounts the history of God’s work in Israel’s history – rebuking them for the same  

 mistakes made by their ancestors (cf. Isaiah 66:1-2). 

- God does not have spatial dimensions – He cannot be contained by any space 

 
� Amos 9:1-4 (cf. Psalm 139) 

- Amos 9 – the presence of God in judgment. 

- God can be present to punish 

 
� Isaiah 43:1-5; Col 1:15-17; Heb 1:3 

- Isaiah 43:1-5 – God’s presence in times of trial – vs. 5 “Do not be afraid for I am with you” 

- Col 1:17 – “…in [Christ], all things hold together” 

- Heb 1:3 – “The Son… sustaining all things by his powerful word” 

- God can be present to sustain 

 
� Gen 26:1-5; Psalm 16:11 

- Gen 26:1-5 – “… I will be with you, and I will bless you”   

- Ps 16:11 – “… you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasure at your right hand” 

- most common implication of God’s presence in scripture – ie. especially present to bless / show His glory 

- God can be present to bless 

 
2. What practical implications do these truths bear on our daily walk as believers? 

- God is present everywhere – a comfort (cf. Heb 13:5, Deut 31:6,8; Phil 4:5-6) and constraint (a motivator  

 for holiness, cf. Prov 5:21, 15:3, Job 31:1-4) 

- God cannot be contained by any space – corrects the false view that there are places of special access to  

 God, encourages us that we can pray to God in any place (at anytime) – cf. John 4:19-24 

- God can be present to punish (see constraint above) – we can trust in God’s justice and He sees all things 

- God can be present to sustain (when we faces trials - Rom 8:35-39, when we serve him – Matt 28:20) 

 - “I am with you” – used as an encouragement to God’s people in times of fear / trial 

- God can be present to bless – the greatest blessing is God’s very presence  

 
3. If God is present in all places, how do we understand the concept of being “near” to God?  
“Separated” from God? (see Isaiah 59:2; Prov 15:29; Heb 7:18-25) 

- these terms describe our relationship with God and the effect of sin / obedience 

- Isaiah 59:2 “…your iniquities have separated you from God” 

- Prov 15:29 “The Lord is far from the wicked but hears the prayer of the righteous” 

- Ultimately, we can only “draw near” to God through faith in Jesus Christ -  Heb 7:18-25 (NIV: “come to” 

/ ESV “draw near to”) 

 
In summary…  

God does not have size or spatial dimensions and is present at every point of space 
with His whole being, yet God acts differently in different places. 


