
Rom 9:30-10:13– Life Fellowship Bible Study (Leaders’ Notes) 

Paul now summarizes the chapter by concluding that the Gentiles have understood that the 

righteousness that God requires is obtained by faith, whereas Israel has failed. The why and the how is 

explained in detail in this passage. 

A Story of success and failure in attaining Righteousness  9:30-33 

Why would the Gentiles “attain righteousness” even though they haven’t pursued it?   Why did the 

nation of Israel fail in attaining the same goal, even though they not only made more of an effort than 

the Gentiles did, but they were the possessors of the law? How did the Gentiles come to saving faith if 

they were not pursuing righteousness at all? 

Leaders’ Guide 

-It is ironic that the Gentiles attained righteousness without pursuing it, while exactly the reverse is true 

for Israel. The answer, of course is the faith element that is missing in Israel’s pursuit of righteousness. 

More evidence that God has to initiate the entire process. 

Paul is comparing the two corporate groups. AS a corporate group, the Gentiles were not pursuing 

righteousness, while the Jews were because theirs was the law. However, the truth is still that God’s 

word cannot fail, and election is not based on human will or effort. 

How did the Jew living in the Old Testament period of time get right with God? 

By faith. Discuss the fact that revelation was progressive, and that although Christ had not appeared as 

their Saviour yet, they needed to believe in the promise of God’s provision for their sins.   

To whom or what is this “stumbling stone” in verses 32-33 referring to? Paul is quoting Isai 8:14-15 

and Isai 28:16.  See also 1 Peter 2:6-8. Jesus was meant to be a blessing to his people. Why would he 

become a cause for “stumbling”? Can you list reasons why the gospel causes people “offence” and 

“stumbling”? 

In Isai 8, the context is one of judgment. Unbelief will have divine consequences. Unbelief reaps more 

unbelief and rejection. This also happens at the end of time to those who reject Christ. See 2 Thess 2:11. 

Those who refuse to “love the truth” will reap “strong delusion” from God as a judgment. 

In verse 33, how does one avoid being “put to shame” 

The easy answer, of course, is in the context. “By believing”. See Isai 49:23, Joel 2:26. What is the cause 

of shame in this context? 

 

Zeal without Knowledge = Ignorance of Righteousness 

Paul expresses his heart’s desire for the salvation of Israel once again (see 9:1-3). How do you explain 

this desire? Where would this kind of desire come from? 

Although it may be “pushing it”, this is a good place to stop and reflect on our desire or lack thereof, for 

the salvation of those around us? Reflect together about how this desire happens, and what we can do 

to “fan the flame” of that desire 

In verse 2, Paul “bears them witness” about their zeal for God. What makes him able to relate to this 

concept? What was Paul like before he became a believer in Christ (see Acts 22:3)? Is there anything 

wrong with zeal?  

 
Who is responsible for this ignorance? Is God somehow deficient in the revelation of his will to Israel? 

Or was this ignorance of Israel’s self-imposed? 

 

Verse 5 - “Christ is the end of the law”. Explain this statement in light of  Matt 5:17 & Gal 3:24. 

 


