
Brief Review of Romans 9:1-13 (Please read the entire passage to get the context) 

God is faithful. His word has not failed! That is the assurance that we are given in verses 1-13. The reason it has 

not failed is because the promise does not depend on human beings but rather on his character alone. But now 

another question is raised. If election (as was in the case of Jacob) is apart from anything that humans do, how 

can God be righteous? How can He be just? That is the question that our passage deals with. 

Romans 9:14-18 - Does election make God unjust? 

1. Why is the statement “God is unjust” an oxymoron?  

 

2. Verse 15 begins with the word “for”, indicating a reason why God is not unjust. How does this verse help 

you understand why election is just? Think about why Paul quotes what God said to Moses at the point of 

their greatest rebellion. (See Exo 33:19 and re-familiarize yourself with this event)   

 

 

.  

3. The statement, “I deserve mercy” is an oxymoron. Explain why. Imagine and reflect on a world where mercy 

from God is to be earned. How might that create more problems than it solves? 

 

 

 

3. In verse 16, what does the pronoun “it” refer to? What is “it” that doesn’t depend on human will or 

exertion?  

 

 

 

4. In verse 16, what does Paul tell us in no uncertain terms about the role of the human will in salvation? (For 

additional food for thought – Imagine that when you got up this morning, you had an excess of coinage in 

your pockets or purse and you are determined to help some homeless person today on you way to work. 

You cannot give to everyone. You decide (because all panhandlers are equally pitiable) that you will help 

the third begging person that you meet regardless of his or her condition. You pass beggar #1, and beggar 

#2. You come across beggar #3 and you drop $8 worth of coins in his Tim Horton’s cup. That beggar had a 

sign that read “Pregnant and hungry. Any amount will help.”  That beggar will conclude it was her clever 

sign that moved you to exercise mercy and she will likely redouble her efforts to come up with clever (yet 

deceptive) slogans.. She has no idea why you chose to help her on that day.) 

“Mercy is not under the control of the needy, but rather under the control of the character who owns the 

quality of mercy” 

 

5. What are two reasons for which God raised up Pharaoh? (verse 17) 

 

 



6. The Bible teaches us that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart. “He hardens whomever he wills” How do you make 

sense of this? Is this unjust of God? 

 

7. Look up Psalm 76:10 and discuss how even the wrath of men will be a source of praise to God. 

 

8. For additional discussion – Reflect on why people generally get upset (yes, Christians do get upset!) at the 

doctrine of election.  

 

Practical application: When we choose to reject the right, we will be hardened in the wrong. Every time we 

resist the Holy Spirit, we get more resistant to the Holy Spirit. Concurrent with this is the danger of a “seared 

conscience”. Note the progression of rebellion in Romans 1:21-32 


