
Brief Review 

God is faithful. His word has not failed! That is the assurance that we are given in verses 1-13. The reason it has 

not failed is because the promise does not depend on human beings but rather on his character alone. But now 

another question is raised. If election (as was in the case of Jacob) is apart from anything that humans do, how 

can God be righteous? How can He be just? That is the question that our passage deals with. 

Romans 9:14-18 - Does election make God unjust? 

1. Why is the statement “God is unjust” an oxymoron?  

It is an oxymoron because if God were unjust, He would not be God. The very definition of God includes 

absolute justice. 

A false god might be powerful and  unjust. That makes him a despot. See Genesis 18:25 

2. Verse 15 begins with the word “for”, indicating a reason why God is not unjust. How does this verse help 

you understand why election is just? Think about why Paul quotes what God said to Moses at the point of 

their greatest rebellion. (See Exo 33:19 and re-familiarize yourself with this event)   

He is arguing that the doctrine of election and justification now is no different than it was under the terms of the 

Old Covenant. 

God is not unrighteous to choose some and not others, just as he saved some and not others in the above example.  

Paul is implying that God would have been just to wipe out the entire race and save only Moses at that point. But 

He was merciful and only 3000 were killed. Was the remainder spared because they were more righteous? No? 

They were all equally rebellious and idolatrous. He chose who would survive and who would die. Was anyone 

entitled to live? Do any of us have any rights before God? 

Again we must remember that not one individual has a claim on God. Not one person is entitled to live. It is due to 

His mercy that we are not all consumed.  

3. The statement, “I deserve mercy” is an oxymoron. Explain why. Imagine and reflect on a world where mercy 

from God is to be earned. How might that create more problems than it solves? 

 It is an oxymoron because a deserved mercy is not mercy but a reward. It is important to establish this in our 

minds and hearts because our default belief is that mercy is based on merit or even degree of suffering. The idea 

that is being put forward is that God is absolutely sovereign in the dispensing  of his mercy and compassion.. 

***In order for God to be sovereign and free, his mercy cannot be bound to any condition outside of himself 

One commentary puts it this way. God’s righteousness is upheld because He manifests it by revealing His glory 

both in saving AND in judging. 

If I am to earn mercy, then salvation is a reward that is rightfully mine. No one has what it takes to earn mercy. 

Therefore we would all rightfully be lost. 

 

3. In verse 16, what does the pronoun “it” refer to? What is “it” that doesn’t depend on human will or 

exertion? (In the original, the phrase “the one running” is translated as ‘exertion’. It is the athlete who is 

running a race here, and typically they receive a prize for their running.) The idea here is that no amount of 

human effort can expunge the guilt of our sin. The kind of extreme effort that an athlete puts out is used to 

indicate this extreme human effort.. This is why we need pure mercy. 

4. In verse 16, what does Paul tell us in no uncertain terms about the role of the human will in salvation? (For 

additional food for thought – Imagine that when you got up this morning, you had an excess of coinage in 



your pockets or purse and you are determined to help some homeless person today on you way to work. 

You cannot give to everyone. You decide (because all panhandlers are equally pitiable) that you will help 

the third begging person that you meet regardless of his or her condition. You pass beggar #1, and beggar 

#2. You come across beggar #3 and you drop $8 worth of coins in his Tim Horton’s cup. That beggar had a 

sign that read “Pregnant and hungry. Any amount will help.”  That beggar will conclude it was her clever 

sign that moved you to exercise mercy and she will likely redouble her efforts to come up with clever (yet 

deceptive) slogans.. She has no idea why you chose to help her on that day.) 

“Mercy is not under the control of the needy, but rather under the control of the character who owsn the 

quality of mercy” 

Caution people about the extreme of determinism (we have no choice in anything – everything is 

predetermined therefore we cannot be held morally responsible agents. See also John 1:13 

 

5. What are two reasons for which God raised up Pharaoh? (verse 17) 

a. …that I might show my power in you. You might want to ask “How did God show his power?” 

b. …that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth. Again, How did that happen? 

The very same power that saved Israel from Pharaoh caused Pharaoh’s destruction.  

“The same sun that melts the ice hardens the clay” 

 

6. The Bible teaches us that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart. “He hardens whomever he wills” How do you make 

sense of this? Is this unjust of God? 

This hardening was prophesied in Exodus 4:21. It was all a part of God’s plan and purpose. 

Here are verses that indicate that Pharaoh hardened his heart. 

Exod. 7:13, 14, 22; 8:15, 19, 32; 9:7, 34, 35; 

Here are the verses that say God hardened his heart 

Exod. 9:12; 10:1, 20, 27; 11:10; 14:8; 

Here is a good example of the freedom of man and the sovereignty of God working together. 

Pharaoh chooses to behave according to his sinful nature, and God judges him with the consequence of his 

rebellion by judicially hardening his heart some more.  

More to think about – For God NOT to show mercy to a man is to harden him. In other words, it is entirely 

possible that “hardening” is the default direction in which a man moves in the absence of God’s mercy. To harden 

is “not to soften” through God’s exercise of mercy. (So says Shedd, Critical and Doctrinal Commentary on 

Romans). 

7. Look up Psalm 76:10 and discuss how even the wrath of men will be a source of praise to God. 

8. For additional discussion – Reflect on why people generally get upset (yes, Christians do get upset!) at the 

doctrine of election.  

Practical application: When we choose to reject the right, we will be hardened in the wrong. Every time we 

resist the Holy Spirit, we get more resistant to the Holy Spirit. Concurrent with this is the danger of a “seared 

conscience” 


