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Romans – Bible Study – Chapter 5:1-11 
 
In the preceding chapters, Paul has shown us the need for justification and reconciliation with God.  He 
expounds on the point that justification comes through faith in Jesus Christ alone, trusting in his 
redemptive works so that we can be reconciled to God.  Having illustrated that this was God’s intent 
from the beginning, Paul goes through a case study of Abraham’s life, showing how he was saved 
through faith.  Today, we will see what the benefits of justification before God and what he does in our 
lives. 
 
 

The Benefits of Justification 
 
(Verses 1-5) Justification brings a number of benefits for the person who has received it.  In the list 
provided below, write down why these are considered “benefits” in light of what we have studied thus 
far. 
 
 

 (Verse 1) Peace with God (Colossians 1:19-22) 
o Make the distinction that this is peace with God and not peace of God 
o Therefore, enmity ceases upon receiving justification 
o We are no longer his enemies 
o Colossians 1:19-22 – Christ’s death brings peace and reconciliation 
o Those who stand justified need not fear God’s wrath since Jesus Christ has made peace 

between man and God by His death 
 
 
 

 (Verse 2) Access into God’s grace (Hebrews 4:15-16, 1 Timothy 2:5, Ephesians 2:17-18, 3:12) 
o Ephesians 2:17-18, 3:12 – The idea here is that Jesus Christ enables us to enjoying a 

continuing relationship with God 
o Hebrews 4:15-16 – We should have confidence and assurance when approaching the 

throne of God, knowing that what Christ has done to pay for our sins, is sufficient 
 This also allows us to receive mercy and find grace to help in our time of need 

o 1 Timothy 2:5 – In order to reach God, we must go through Christ 
o We have access into his presence 
o We have assurance because it’s the work of Christ and not our own 
o Paul speaks of ‘this grace in which we stand’ as the realm into which Christ’s redeeming 

work transfers to us 
o Paul stressed the fact that our being in this state is an act of God’s grace 
o Our present position in relation to God is all grace, and our justification admits us to that 

position 
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 (Verse 3) Joy in tribulation (Job 23:10, James 1:2-4, Hebrews 12:1-11) 
o Peace with God does not result in peace with other people 
o The fact that we have peace with God and a relationship with Him, with assurance of 

standing before Him acceptable, enables us to view present difficulties with joy 
o We can rejoice in tribulations because God has revealed that He uses them to produce 

steadfast endurance and proven character in those who relate to their sufferings 
properly 

o Job 23:10 – Job speaking that when he is tried, he will come out as gold 
o James 1:2-4 – trials help to produce steadfastness so that it will make you perfect and 

complete so you lack nothing 
o Hebrews 12:1-11 – You are disciplined so that you will follow in the right path 
o Tribulation and trials help to build character and hope 
o This is not arbitrary within our lives, but done for a purpose; to produce the 

characteristics to be Christ like 
o This is part of our sanctification on earth 

 
 

 (Verse 5) Indwelling of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:33, Romans 8:9) 
o This hope (the hope of glorifying God) will not suffer disappointment, because God loves 

us and enables us to withstand tribulations 
o He does this by His Holy Spirit, whom He has given to indwell in every justified sinner in 

the church age 
o Acts 2:33 – Pouring out of the Holy Spirit so people can see and hear 
o Romans 8:9 – Those who believe in Christ are given the Holy Spirit 

 
the hope of the glory of God . . . Not only do we look forward to seeing the glory of Christ which will be revealed 
when he returns (Luke 9:26), but we anticipate eagerly the glorious changes which will take place in us as well (Rom. 
8:16-23; 1 Cor.15:42-43; Eph. 3:20-21; Col. 3:4; 1 John 3:2). Paul had in view the glory that we will experience when 
we stand in the Lord's presence. 

 
 
(Verses 6-8) How we are viewed by God before Christ’s death?  What does it mean that Christ died ‘at 
just the right time’ (Galatians 4:4, Romans 13:11)?  What attributes of God do we see here?  Why does 
this make Christ’s death such a treasure for the believer? 
 
We are viewed as: 
 

 Helpless_________ or Powerless_______ (v.6) 
o We were ‘incapable of working out any righteousness for ourselves’ 

 
 

 Ungodly_________ (v.6) 
o Even though some people who are lost seek the things of God, everyone neglects God 

and rebels against God 
 

 Sinners__________ (v.8) 
o Neither good or righteous (using the previous passage as a contrast) 
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 Enemies__________ (v.10) 
o People who set themselves against God and his purposes 

 

 “At just the right time” – refers to the fullness of time, the right time from God’s perspective 

 We see the attributes of Sovereignty and Love in these passages 
o Sovereignty when talking about the right time in having Jesus dying for our sins 
o Love because while we were still yet sinners, God sent his son to die for us 

 We did not deserve this love, of having his Son die for us so that we can be 
reconciled 

 Remember, we are enemies, ungodly, helpless, and sinners so there would be 
no reason for God to do that, yet he does 

 The pinnacle of love is to lay down one’s life for another 
o For a good or righteous man we may do it 
o For an evil or unrighteous person, it is unheard of, but Christ does that for us 

 This makes it sweeter for us because it is undeserved and that we are the recipients of his grace 

 Christ died not for good men, but for guilty sinners 

 He did not, not after they had reformed, but while they were still sinning! 
 

 
 
 
(Verses 9-11) What do God’s past actions on our behalf tell us about our future? (1 Thessalonians 1:10)  
What is reconciliation and what are its effects on the believer?  (2 Corinthians 5:18-20; 
Colossians 1:19-20) 
 

 1 Thessalonians 1:10 – Having already saved us by justification, we are also saved from the 
wrath of God  

 Reconciliation has occurred at the cross for us 

 Jesus’ death is responsible for our justification (the past) 

 Jesus’ continuing life is responsible for our progressive sanctification and our glorification 

 V.10 shows that we are eternally secure 

 Reconciliation refers to the elimination of the barrier of sin between God and men, the 
restoration of a relationship, the ceasing of hostilities 

 The scriptures always speak of man as reconciled to God, not the other way around 

 It is man that turned from God (in the Garden of Eden), not God from man 

 Jesus Christ’s death reconciled us to God with the effect that one day in the future, we will stand 
before Him complete 

 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 – Through Christ, God is reconciling man to Him and entrusting us with the 
message of reconciliation 

 Ephesians 2:14-16 – By reconciling us to God through Christ, the wall of hostility is broken 

 Colossians 1:19-20 – Reconciling and making peace through His son Jesus 
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In this section, Paul identifies the numerous benefits of justification by faith, such as peace with God, joy 
in tribulation, deliverance from future condemnation, and present reconciliation with God.  Among 
these benefits, we realize that it is God who gives us all this for the purposes of restoring us to our 
intended state.  However, on this side of heaven, we will still be imperfect though we have the ‘hope of 
glory’ that is promised to us, looking forward to forward to seeing the glory of Christ which will be 
revealed when he returns (Luke 9:26), but we anticipate eagerly the glorious changes which will take 
place in us as well.  We can rejoice that we were saved by Christ death in the past, we will be saved by 
His life in the future, and we are presently enjoying the relationship with God because of His work of 
reconciliation. 
 
Point to Ponder: 
 
Are you sharing with others about Christ and his work of reconciliation? 


