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Romans – Bible Study – Chapter 3:21-31 
 
We just finished studying the first major section of Romans, showing how man is responsible for their 
actions and that they have chosen to worship anything else besides the true God, the creator of the 
universe.  We also explored how no one is good in the sight of God by their own accord.  Fortunately, 
the story does not end there.  In this next section, we will see how God’s righteousness comes to us, as a 
gracious gift from God and the hope that is given to everyone. 
 
 

God’s righteousness and justification 
 

1. (Verse 21) What is the manifestation of ‘the righteousness of God’ (Isaiah 53:10-11)?  Is this a 
new concept or an existing one (Luke 24:25-27, Galatians 3:23-25, Psalm 98:2-3)? 

 

 Righteousness is an attribute of moral purity belonging to God alone (John 17:25) 

 This righteousness is from God in a legal sense; it is outside of us 

 Isaiah 53:10-11 – Shows that Christ was to come and suffer for the sins of man, being made 
an offering to satisfy the wrath of God  

 Refers to God’s method of bringing people into a right relationship with Himself 

 The righteousness of God has been manifested (or stands manifested) through the coming of 
Jesus Christ 

 The Old Testament revealed that this would be God’s method even before He (Jesus) 
appeared (Luke 24:25-27, Galatians 3:23-25) 

o Luke 24:25-27 – Spoken of by Moses and the prophets everything that concerned 
Christ 

o Galatians 3:23-25 – We were under the custody of the law before Christ came so that 
we may one day be justified by faith 

 Psalm 98:2-3 – Talks about how God has revealed His salvation and righteousness to all the 
people in the ends of the earth 

 The gospel is something that was not previously understood, but is now being revealed 
(Romans 16:25-26, Ephesians 3:3-9) 

 
 

2. (Verses 22-24) How do we obtain this righteousness (Galatians 2:16) and how does this change 
your relationship to God? Are we doing anything to contribute to our salvation? 

 

 Through faith in Jesus Christ and in His saving works on our behalf, not the faithfulness of 
Christ, as some translations may have.  Christ is always the object of faith, although the 
biblical writers believe Christ is faithful. 

 Christ lived for me and died for me and qualified as a perfect sacrifice because of how he 
lived 

 Galatians 2:16 – We are justified by faith alone and not by the works of the law as the works 
of the law will not justify anyone 

 Justification is the means as to which we stand ‘acquitted’ of our sin so that we are no longer 
considered guilty 

 It describes a person’s status in the sight of the law 

 Justification is a declaration of righteousness, not an act of making a person righteous 
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 Faith does not earn salvation, rather, salvation has already been earned by Christ 

 It (faith) is merely the means through which salvation comes 

  “When the sinner trust Christ, God declares him righteous, and that declaration will never 
be repealed.  God looks on us and deals with us as though we had never sinned at all” 
William R. Newell 

 It does not mean we are made virtuous and no longer sin 

 Justification or salvation is not earned in any way, but is rather something God has already 
done for us, given to us without us having to earn anything 

 God bestows justification freely as a gift and the basis for His giving it is His own grace, not 
anything in the sinner 

 We are considered redeemed, in the same vain of being release from prison or being brought 
out of slavery 

 This redemption is not without a price, which is paid by God through His son Jesus Christ (1 
Corinthians 6:20) 

 The redemption that is in (or came by) Christ Jesus is the means God used to bring the gift of 
justification to human beings 

 
3. (verses 25-26) How is Christ a perfect sacrifice of atonement?  How is this a demonstration of 

God’s righteousness?  Could there be another way to satisfy God’s wrath (Hebrews 10:4)?  
 

 Atonement theologically speaks of God’s acting in human history to reestablish the original 
relationship between God and man by dealing with sin 

o Means to make amends, to repair a wrong done 
o Biblically it means to remove the guilt of man 

 Old Testament usage was a ‘covering’ and not necessarily as a payment when referring to the 
animal sacrifices 

 God has publicly displayed Jesus Christ in the gospel as a sacrifice of atonement that satisfied 
God’s wrath and removed our sins 

 His sacrifice becomes efficacious for those who trust in Him 

 God provided a sacrifice of atonement to justify (declare righteous) God’s own character (i.e. 
to vindicate Him) 

 Is it righteous of God to sacrifice His son for his created beings?  Using the example of 
someone taking a bullet for you and if that is deemed as righteous 

 This was necessary because God had not finally dealt with sins committed before Jesus died 

 Remember, we do not have the ability to do this on our own (Ephesians 2:8-9) so we need 
someone to take our place 

 The sins of the Old Testament saints were not forgiven until Jesus died on the Christ 
o The blood of the animal sacrifices of Judaism only covered/removed them 

temporarily 
o God did not exact a full penalty for sin until Jesus died 

 Thorough His death on the cross, Christ suffered God’s wrath for sins past, present, and 
future so that those who have faith in Him would not experience God’s wrath 

 “Paul has thus pressed into service the language of the law-court (‘justified’), the slave 
market (‘redemption’) and the altar (‘expiation [=cleansing us from sin]’, ‘atoning sacrifice’ 
and propitiation [=satisfying God’s wrath]) in the attempt to do justice to the fullness of 
God’s gracious act in Christ.” 



P a g e  | 3 
 

 No, in order to demonstrate His mercy, God desired to save sinners, but he could not simply 
overlook their sin and remain just; sin must be punished 

 In order to do both, Christ died in our place to satisfy the demands of justice 

 Note it is only those who have faith in Jesus who stand justified 

 Hebrews 10:4 – Impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins 

 Reminder to emphasize about the vast impact of what Christ’s death and resurrection has for 
all of us in light of the previous passage.  It should be met with joy and appreciation instead 
of malaise and indifference. 

 Forgiveness is done at a price and not done for free or free of cost 
 

4. (verses 27-31) Why would putting our faith in the law be wrong (Romans 3:20, Ephesians 2:8-9)?  
Once we put our faith in Christ, is the law still relevant (Galatians 3:24)? 

 

 Salvation is only by faith alone and not by works 

 When speaking of the law, we are referring to the Mosaic Law (or the law given to Moses) 

 The act of faith is not a work in the sense that we contribute to our salvation 

 The bible regards faith as an act of believing a statement and relying on the truthfulness of 
the One who made it 

 The law is not something that God has given people to obey so they can obtain 
righteousness, but rather, to rather to point to the need of the savior 

 Galatians 3:24 – The law is to highlight our sin and to prepare us for Christ 

 As stated earlier in verse 20, the law is used to highlight and make us aware of sin 

 The law does not have the power to save and anyone who hopes to be made righteous by 
following the law will be disappointed 

 
 
Having known that we are all sinners and do not have the ability to bring ourselves into a right standing 
with God, we see His mercy manifested through His son, Jesus Christ.  It was Christ, having fulfilled the 
requirements of the law, dying on the cross as an atonement for our sin, raised to life, that we are given 
the opportunity to be declared righteous. The wrath and punishment due to us has been paid by Jesus 
Christ.  God can declare sinners righteous because Jesus Christ has paid the penalty for their sins by 
dying in their place.  His death satisfied God’s demands against sinners completely.  Now God declares 
those who trust in Jesus Christ, as their substitute, righteous.  What wonderful news for us in light of 
what we have studied so far! God, in his mercy, has given us this gift of redemption as an act of grace, so 
that we may have a restored relationship with him. 
 
Point to Ponder: 
 
Have you put your faith in the work of Jesus Christ so that you can be made righteous before God?  If so, 
does your life reveal the humility that reflects this faith (vv. 27–31)?  Furthermore, how do you share 
this gospel with others? 


