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Romans – Bible Study – Chapter 2:12-29 
Franky and Candice have been developing a friendship with Jose and Bonita, whom they met recently at the 
Campus Gospel Youth Group Christmas dinner.  Over Korean BBQ one Saturday evening, their conversation 
turned to the question of the necessity of believing in Jesus Christ in order to be saved.  After some discussion, 
Jose said to Franky, "That's fine if you think you have to believe in Jesus Christ to be saved... that works for you, 
which is great.  But I think that sincere people of all faiths will go to heaven... doesn't matter if they're Muslim, 
Hindu, Buddhist, or something else.  Doesn't the Bible even say somewhere that as long as they live good lives 
according to whatever light they've received, they'll go to heaven?" What would you say to Jose in response? 
 

For review: God’s Righteous Judgment on Mankind 
In Romans 1:18-3:20, Paul presents an extended argument that all humanity is subject to the righteous judgment 
and wrath of God because of their sin and rebellion against God.  In 1:18-32, Paul begins by arguing that men are 
subject to God's wrath because they have suppressed and rejected the truth about God and have chosen instead 
to live in rebellion against Him.  While 1:18-32 likely applies primarily to Gentiles (i.e. non-Jews), in chapter 2, Paul 
turns his attention to those who think themselves to be exempt from God's wrath, whether because they fancy 
themselves to be morally superior to others, or because they have some special status or favor with God. In 
particular, he focuses on those of Jewish background. 
 
1. Read Romans 2:1-16. As you read, summarize the main thought of each of the following sections in 1-2 

sentences. Write down also any questions you might have. 
 
 2:1-5 

 those who consider themselves better than others and pass judgment on others' sins are under God's 
wrath because they do the same things that they condemn in others 

 In so doing, they show contempt for God's kindness, which is meant to lead them to repentance 
 
 2:6-11 

 God judges without partiality or favoritism, according to each person's works 
 
 2:12-16 

 God's judgment will be in accordance with the light that each has received; those who have received 
His law will be judged in accordance with it, while those who have not received the law will be judged 
apart from it 

 
2. Read Romans 2:12-16 again.  In the context of Romans 1:18-3:20, do these verses imply that some people 

[i.e. those who "do not have the law" (2:14)] are saved apart from faith in Jesus Christ? 
 

 No - 2:12 says that all who have sinned without the law will perish without the law 

 these verses say that there is an innate sense of right and wrong in humanity - i.e. that they can, by 
nature, do what the law requires 

 e.g. most cultures know that adultery and stealing are wrong, even if they don't have God's Law 

 their conscience will accuse them, even if at times it may defend them (i.e. if they did something wrong 
unknowingly (cf. Gen. 20:1-6)) 

 1:18-20 makes it clear that all are without excuse, and are subject to God's wrath 

 cf. Acts 4:12 - salvation is found in no one else (than Jesus Christ), and there is no other name under 
heaven given to men by which they must be saved 

 
Read Romans 2:17-29 
3. (v.17-24) Why does Paul zoom in on the Jews (v.17-20)?  In 2:21-24, how does he show that they are equally 

deserving of God's judgment & wrath (cf. 2:1)?  
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 chapter 2 is probably addressed primarily to the Jews, though it becomes explicit here 

 they considered themselves exempt from God's judgment because they were His people - possessing & 
knowing His Law - guide to the blind, light to those in darkness, instructor of the foolish, etc. 

 but in 2:21-24, Paul charges that they are guilty of breaking the law that they boast about 
 this hypocrisy results in God's name being dishonored/blasphemed by the Gentiles (cf. Isaiah 

52:5; Ezek. 36:22) 

 Paul's point is that possessing & knowing the law will not save the Jews, because although they have the 
law, they are guilty of breaking it 

 
4. (v. 25-29) What is circumcision, and why might the Jews have believed that it would exempt them from God's 

judgment/wrath?  (cf. Genesis 17:1-2, 9-11)   

 circumcision = cutting off the male foreskin 

 it was the sign of God's covenant with Abraham and his descendants --> considered a mark of His special 
favor, and it was thought that no circumcised person would go to hell (Gehenna) [Moo, p. 167] 

 
5. How does Paul counter this false belief in 2:25-29? (you might consider also Deuteronomy 10:12-16; Jeremiah 

4:3-4 and 9:25-26)?  
 

 argues that circumcision is only of value if one obeys the law 

 breaking the law negates the value of circumcision --> the circumcised person becomes as if he is 
uncircumcised if he breaks the law (even the OT warns of this - cf. Jer. 4:4; 9:25-26) 

 if an uncircumcised person keeps the law, he would be regarded as if he were circumcised, and 
would condemn those who have the law and are circumcised yet break the law 

 in Scripture, circumcision is not meant to be merely outward or merely a physical mark, but rather an 
outward sign of an inner heart of obedience to God (i.e. circumcision of the heart) - as indicated in Deut. 
10:12-16 and Jer. 4:3-4 

 a true Jew is not one who is just a Jew outwardly, but inwardly (2:29) 
 true circumcision (i.e. of the heart) is by the Spirit, not by the law ("letter" or "written code") 

 
6. While Paul is addressing Jews in 2:17-29, how might his warnings apply to people who consider themselves 

"Christian" today? 

 cannot trust in knowledge of the Bible or in baptism to save us from God's wrath if our lives do not 
demonstrate the fruit of obedience 

 not that we are saved by our obedience/works, but we need the same circumcision of heart by the Spirit, 
of which Paul speaks in these verses 

 hypocrisy by Christians also causes God's name to be blasphemed 

 we need to seek praise from God, not men 
 
In today's passage, Paul makes it clear that neither knowledge of God's law nor performance of religious rites such 
as circumcision will save us from God's righteous judgment upon sin. Rather, it is only those who have 
experienced circumcision of the heart - a radical inward transformation effected by God through the Holy Spirit 
that bears fruit in obedience - who meet with His approval.  As Paul will show later in Romans, this transformation 
comes only by God's grace, through faith in Jesus Christ.  Spend time this evening reflecting on where your hope 
of salvation lies.  If you're trusting in anything other than what God has done for us in sending Jesus Christ to die 
on the Cross, talk with your group leader about placing your hope and your trust in Jesus Christ, who alone can 
save you. 
 


