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Romans – Bible Study – Chapter 1:18-32 
 
As we saw last time, Paul states that he is not ashamed of the gospel and that it brings forth the 
righteousness of God.  We also see how powerful it is in the life of those who believe as it ‘awakens’ the 
heart of man so they can turn back to God and be reconciled to Him.  In today’s passage, we will explore 
the reasons why we need the Gospel and what the result is if we do not accept the Gospel. 
 
 

God’s Wrath on Unrighteousness 
 

1. Have you ever had an encounter with the natural world that was completely awe-inspiring and 
does that make you attribute it to someone? 
 

 The Grand Canyon, the stars in the sky at night in the country, waterfalls, the storms (i.e. 
hurricanes and typhoons) 

 
 
 
 

2. (Verses 19-20) How is God revealed within creation (Psalm 19:1-4)?  What type of revelation is 
this?  Does this revelation show us all we need to know about God? 
 

 This is a ___________________ revelation that reveals the ‘______________’ attributes 
of God 

 
 

 We talk about natural revelation that reveals his ‘invisible’ attributes, which are his 
divinity and eternal power 

 These are not ALL the characteristics of God and still requires the preaching of the 
gospel to everyone 

 Four things characterize this revelation 
i. It is a clear testimony; everyone is aware of it 

ii. Everyone can understand it 
iii. This revelation has gone out since the creation of the world in every generation 
iv. It is a limited revelation in that it does not reveal everything about God (i.e. 

grace and love), only some things (i.e. His power and divine nature) 

 One thing to note as well is that though God’s wrath and justice is one aspect of His 
character, it is also in combination with his other characteristics like his love and mercy 

 All his characteristics work in harmony with one another, not in conflict with each other 

 This revelation does not give enough information for man to experience salvation, which 
is why everyone needs to hear the Gospel message 
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3. (Verses 21-23) What should be our response to this revelation?  What does the bible say our 
response is?  What does this response do to our hearts (Titus 1:15-16)? 
 

 We should be thanking and worship God 

 Instead, we suppress the truth and go into the folly of our wisdom 

 What are we suppressing?  The characteristics that he has made known to us, mainly his 
power and divinity 

 We suppress the truth with the intent that no one else can recognize this truth and to 
lead them away from what is true 

 We also make objects of worship that are of lesser form than God and give glory and 
honour to them instead of to God 

 Rejection of God, rather than acceptance of him, is our typical response, without any aid 
from God 

 Fallen man does not respond to general revelation 

 Titus 1:15-16 – We will lose our ability to discern between what is right and wrong as 
our mind becomes more defiled 

 This will lead us to not only fall deeper into our sin, but also encourage others to 
participate in it, thereby dragging everyone down with us 
 

 
4. (Verse 18) What are the two principles that God requires us to live by (Deuteronomy 6:5, 11:1; 

Leviticus 19:18; Matthew 22:35-40)? In light of this question, how would you define ‘ungodliness’ 
and ‘unrighteousness’?  How are these revealed in the passage? 
 

 The intent of this question is to look how ‘ungodliness’ (how we treat God) and 
‘unrighteousness’ (how we treat others) and how that relates to the Law and to the 
entire history of God 

 We are commanded to love God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength, yet we do 
not acknowledge him and even suppress the truth about Him 

 We are commanded to love one another, yet we perform evil on one another, not 
showing any love to them (in varying degrees) 

 Therefore, as we are not performing our duties, we will experience the wrath of God, his 
judgment against sin, against our disobedience, as He has made it clear that we are to 
be obedient and when we are not, we face the consequences of our actions 

 As we continue in the text, we see how the following passages are directly related to 
this disobedience,  

i. v.19-27 demonstrates man’s ungodliness 
ii. v. 28-32 demonstrates man’s unrighteousness 

 We dishonour God by worshiping other things (such as money, job, other people) and 
not giving the glory that is due to him 

 We do not love others when we bring harm to them, which could include simple things 
such as lying and cheating our fellow man 
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5. (Verses 24, 26, 28) What are some of the characteristics of God’s wrath (Numbers 32:10-13; 
Zechariah 7:12)?  Why are we deserving of His wrath (Verses 21-23, and consider also Romans 
2:5-8)?  Is God’s wrath being revealed now or is it coming in the future?  
 

o It is personal and righteous 
o The consequences of sin are not a cause and effect of an unbeliever’s action, but rather 

they are a manifestation of God’s anger against sin 
o There are three reasons why God is punishing man 

 For suppressing God’s truth (v. 18) 
 For ignoring God’s revelation (v.19-20) 
 For perverting God’s glory (v. 21-23) 

o We are also recipients of God’s wrath because we fail to honor him or give thanks to 
him (v.21), as well as worshiping created images instead of the creator (v.23) 

o Romans 2:5-8 – We are impenitent (we are unwilling to repent) and will be judged 
according to our works.   

o Numbers 32:10-13 – It is anger and it is a direct response 
o Zechariah 7:12 – It is great 
o We have all committed sin and disobeyed God in one form or another (in varying 

degrees) 
o As we continue to disobey, we are storing for ourselves God’s wrath against us 
o The wrath can be seen now through God giving us up to our desires and letting it run its 

course in our lives, bringing with it all its consequences (v.24, 26, 28) 
o The wrath will also be revealed in the end of days, at the time of judgment, where we 

will need to answer for all our actions while on earth 
o *That we may hopefully experience the fullness of the depravity and ugliness that our 

sin has created in our lives so that we may return to him, to accept the mercy that he 
has shown us 

o *Another purpose of his wrath is to show us the true extent of his mercy and love for us 
through the Gospel and through the sending of his Son, Jesus Christ  

 
 
God has given us the Gospel, the good news of His son Jesus Christ coming to the earth to fulfill the law 
and to die as a sacrifice for our sins and being raised up as a sign that he has conquered sin and death.  
The reason why the Gospel is necessary is because of the sin in our lives, which includes the rebellion 
against God.  He has set the forth His laws and commands for our good and benefit, yet we do not 
follow it or even at times acknowledge it.   As a result, we face God’s wrath, which is divine judgment 
upon sin and sinners.  We can see it now as a hardening of our hearts, by giving us over to the lusts and 
desires of our hearts and the world.  This is to satisfy God’s righteousness. 
 
 
Point to Ponder: 
 

1. Are you grateful for what God has done for you in this life?  How do you show your thanks to 
God in light of the Gospel? 

 


