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Romans – Bible Study – Chapter 1:16-17 
 
In our last study, we studied Paul’s salutation to the Roman people and the reason for why he is writing.  
We also studied what the Gospel was, noting that it focused upon Christ and the work he did in this 
world.  Today, we are going to study the thesis of Romans, which Paul will be basing his entire work of 
Romans on. 
 
To summarize from the last study, in verses 8-15, Paul talks about his love for the Romans and how he 
longs to get the chance to visit them so that he may teach them and have the opportunity to share in 
mutual edification.  He also mentions that he is ‘obligated’ to do this for the Romans.  In what way was 
he obligated? 
 

 As part of his calling at his conversion (Acts 9:1-9) 

 He is obligated to God, not necessarily the people 
 

 
The Righteous will live by faith 
 

1. What does it mean to be ashamed of the Gospel?  Why might someone be ashamed of the 
Gospel and what are some ways we might be showing ourselves to be ‘ashamed of the Gospel’ 
today? 

 
 

2. What is the Gospel (1 Corinthians 15:1-4)? What does the power of the Gospel look like? 
 

a. It has the power to deliver us ________________ (Psalm 51:12, 14).  Why do we need 
deliverance? (Romans 3:10-12, Ephesians 2:1-3, Isaiah 59:2, Galatians 2:16)  What is the 
implication to our lives if we receive this deliverance? (2 Corinthians 5:17, Ephesians 2:8-10)  
How are we to live our lives in light of this fact? 
 

 What is the Gospel? 
o The good news that we have forgiveness of sins through Jesus 
o 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 – Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 

scriptures, was buried and raised on the third day, also according to the 
scriptures (v. 3-4) 

o Salvation is found in the gospel, meaning a person who trusts in what Christ 
did on earth (and lived a perfect life), bearing our sins in his body on the 
cross and died with them, paying the price for our redemption according to 
the Law, then that person is saved from God’s righteous judgement 

o We are declared right in God’s eyes through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross 

 To deliver us ‘SPIRITUALLY’ 

 Romans 3:10-12 – No one is deemed righteous 

 Ephesians 2:1-3 – We are spiritually dead 

 Isaiah 59:2 – We are separated from God by our sin and He hides his face from us 

 Galatians 2:16 – We cannot be justified in God’s eyes by keeping the law as no one 
will be saved or deemed righteous from doing that 
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 In our current state, we are dead in our trespasses, meaning that we continue to live 
a life of sin, without hope of reconciliation 

 We cannot come to God on our own and we when we are judged, we will receive 
what we deserve because of our actions against God 

 The power of the Gospel, however, has the ability to change our current condition 

 It can ‘resurrect’ our spiritual self so that we can be once again made alive, to be 
able to know God 

 This in turn allows us to be able to come to God through Jesus Christ 

 We are now able to obey the words of God and to be reconciled to Him 

 How amazing is this Gospel that it can give us something that we could never have 
done on our own 

 The implications are as follows: 

 2 Cor. 5:17 – we are now a new creation, the old has gone 
o We therefore live as for Christ and not for ourselves 
o We are no longer bound to live a life of sin, but we have the ability to live a 

life of righteousness 

 Ephesians 2:8-10 -  It is the grace of God that you have been saved 
o It is only by God that we can be saved 
o We cannot boast that it is of our own doing, thereby negating the work of 

Christ (1 Cor. 1:29) 

 The salvation that God has provided and offers is in keeping with His righteous 
character (1 Cor. 1:30; 2 Cor. 5:21) 

 We should live our lives with thankfulness that God has shown us this mercy 

 As well, we should live lives that glorify God and that we should be turning away 
from the sinful life that we currently inhabit 

 
 

b. Is the gospel effective for everyone (Hebrews 4:2; 1 John 2:2; 5:1; Revelation 5:9)?  Do we 
need to do anything else in order to be reconciled to God (Romans 4:5)?  What is the 
implication to our daily lives?  
 

 The gospel is made known to all 

 The gospel is both universal and limited. It is universal in that the same good news is 
for every people-group, every "tribe and language and people and nation" (Rev. 
5:9).  

 It is only effective (i.e. receive the power of the Gospel) for those who believe (see 
Heb. 4:2). 

 So what do we believe? 
1. Believe that the good news concerning Jesus Christ, that he is the Messiah 

whom God would send and that He has done everything necessary to save 
us (1 John 2:2, 5:1) 

 It is only through faith in Christ that we need in order to be reconciled to God 

 There is no other act or condition that is mentioned other than receiving the good 
news in faith 

 Implication is that we need to receive in faith what God has offered us, knowing 
what Christ has done for us in order to be reconciled to God 

 We are able to know God’s love and mercy for us, though we have sinned 
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 Righteousness does not come from intellectual agreement with the facts of Jesus’ 
life, or from attempting to live according to the principles Jesus taught  

 It comes from recognizing our own inability to live up to God’s standards, and 
trusting in God’s offer to credit Christ’s righteousness to our account 

 
 

3. Why is there a special mention of giving the Gospel to the Jews first and then everyone else? 
(Genesis 12:3, Exodus 19:5-6; John 1:11, Acts 1:8; 3:26)  

 

 Genesis 12:3 – that all peoples on earth would be blessed by Abraham and his offspring 

 Exodus 19:5-6 – To be a holy nation and a kingdom of priests – To be God’s people for his 
purpose 

 John 1:11 – Christ came to his own people, yet they did not receive Him 

 Acts 1:8 – That they were to be ambassadors for Christ, to Jerusalem, Samaria and to the ends 
of the earth 

 The Jewish people were God’s people, chosen and consecrated for His work 

 They were the ones to tell the peoples of the world about God and what He has done 

 With the message of the Good News, they were to go out and tell of all nations about what God 
has done through Christ 

 This is important as the covenants that were established in the Old Testament speak to this, that 
nations would be blessed through them 

 In spite of all this, though the news was to go to the Jews first, the message of the Gospel is for 
everyone and that there should be no distinction in who shall receive the good news 

 
 

4. What is "the righteousness of God" that is revealed in the Gospel? (v.17) 
 

 Two possible meanings 
o "righteousness of God" i.e. God's perfect righteousness i.e. His absolute moral purity 

and holiness that requires Him to judge and punish sin (i.e. rectitude – morally correct 
behaviour or thinking) 

o "righteousness from God" (e.g. as in the NIV translation) i.e. the perfect righteousness 
of Christ that God credits to those who believe (i.e. granting the status) 

 Emphasis is likely on "righteousness from God", but very possibly both meanings intended (i.e. 
the Gospel does indeed put God's righteousness on display) 

 If we talk of the “righteousness of God”, we speak of His holiness and the requirement to fulfill 
his Law which requires the punishment of sin 

o Therefore, we are only able to stand before God because of the payment that was made 
for our sin by Christ, who being the perfect sacrifice, fulfills God’s requirement of 
righteousness and conformity to his character 

 The way to a right standing before God is not through personal achievement, nor thorough good 
deeds, but through receiving, in faith what God offers us 

 Righteousness is not something which comes from ourselves, but from God 

 Martin Luther's realization/re-discovery of the notion of "righteousness from God" (i.e. that God 
credits righteousness to the one who has faith) was the spark that ignited the Reformation 
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o He understood  "the righteousness of God" as the active, personal righteousness of God 
by which He punished unrighteous sinners, rather than as the righteousness of Christ 
that God credits to those who believe 

o "I hated that word, 'the righteousness of God,' by which I had been taught according to 
the custom and use of all teachers ... [that] God is righteous and punishes the 
unrighteous sinner... At last meditating day and night, by the mercy of God, I ... began to 
understand that the righteousness of God is that through which the righteous live by a 
gift of God, namely by faith… Here I felt as if I were entirely born again and had entered 
paradise itself through the gates that had been flung open." (Martin Luther) 

 
5. What does it mean “a righteousness that is by faith from first to last” (NIV)?  How are the 

righteous to live by faith (Habakkuk 2:4)? 
 

 Righteousness does not come from intellectual agreement with the facts of Jesus’ life, or from 
attempting to live according to the principles Jesus taught. It comes from recognizing our own 
inability to live up to God’s standards, and trusting in God’s offer to credit Christ’s righteousness 
to our account 

 Paul is describing the way God revealed His righteousness 

 Every aspect of God’s salvation comes to us only by faith 

 Faith is the means through which we receive salvation, whatever aspect of salvation may be in 
view and whomever we may be 

o "from first to last" - i.e. entirely from faith, from beginning to end; our works contribute 
nothing to our salvation 

o Every aspect of God’s salvation comes to us only by faith 
 In Justification (past salvation from the penalty of sin) 
 Sanctification (present salvation from the power of sin) 
 Glorification (future salvation from the presence of sin) 

 Trusting God results in full salvation 

 Habakkuk 2:4 – The righteousness will live by faith 

 Faith is the vehicle that brings the righteousness of God to people 

 The person who believes the good news that the righteousness God has proclaimed becomes 
righteous himself 

 
 
These are the key verses in Romans because they state the theme of the revelation that follows. Paul's 
message was the gospel. He felt no shame declaring it but was eager to proclaim it because it was a 
message that can deliver everyone who believes it. It is a message of how a righteous God makes people 
righteous righteously. The theme of the gospel is the righteousness of God, and the theme of Romans is 
the gospel.  The message of the gospel has the power to save anyone who believes it. 

 
 
Point to Ponder: 
 

1. If you are a Christian, how does the power of the Gospel effect how you live on a day to day 
basis? 

2. If you are not a Christian, do you think you need the Gospel in your life? 


