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Romans – Bible Study – Chapter 1:1-15 
 
“Romans is the chief book of the New Testament, the purest gospel. – Martin Luther”  
 
Paul, who has heard the faith of the citizens of Rome, wants to encourage the believers there and to 
build them up.  Being one of two churches that he has not visited at the time of the writing of the letter, 
he feels compelled to reach out to them in order to share the importance of the Gospel and its 
implications.  In today’s passage, we see how Paul is laying the foundation for his message to come. 
 
 
Salutation (v.1-7) 
 
1. What does it mean to be a servant?  In this instance, why is it considered a good thing?  (Philippians 

2:7)  What is Jesus’ attitude towards being a servant? (Mark 10:43-45, Luke 22:24-27) 

 The Greek word, Doulos, is the literal word for slave 

 Freedom and independence were highly valued in his time (and ours) so why would someone 
willing be willing to refer to himself as a slave or servant? 

 Paul was a willing servant (1 Corinthians 9:19 and 2 Corinthians 4:5) 

 This term was equivalent to the Old Testament term “servant of the Lord” (Moses, Joshua, 
Elijah, Nehemiah, and David) 

 Depending on the master, the experience of being a slave can be either good or bad 

 Ph 2:7 – Christ himself made himself to be a servant to the world, to be obedient to God for his 
grand purposes 

 Mark 10:43-45 – Christ came to serve in the world, not to be served – Whoever wants to be the 
greatest would have to be a servant/slave 

 Luke 22:24-27 – Shows us how the world views greatness and how God views greatness 

 The importance of this is that Paul is a willing servant of God, to serve Him in any capacity that 
he chooses 

 He is not doing coming to those in Rome on his own accord, but because he serves God 

 The intention of this question is to show that Paul is doing this out of his loyalty to God, to fulfill 
his commands, and even though a servant, he freely accepts being the servant of the Lord 
 
 

2. Why is it significant that Paul received his apostleship from God?  

 The definition of an apostle is someone sent with a special message or commission (carm.org) 
o They also established churches, exposed error, and defended the truth of the gospel 

 The definition of a disciple is a pupil or follower of a religion, a person, or a movement 
(carm.org) 

 It was granted for Christ’s glory, or his “name’s sake” 

 It was received by grace, meaning that it was not earned or deserved in any way 

 Was sent directly by Jesus Christ (Galatians 1:1) 

 The gospel that Paul preached as an apostle could bring all people, not just Jews, to faith in Him 

 The intention of this question is to show his authority to preach this word and that he is not 
teaching based on his own devices, rather, he is ‘sent’ with a message from God 
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3. What can we learn about the gospel from this passage?  (vs. 2-4)  Why does it matter that the gospel 
of Jesus Christ was anticipated in the Old Testament?  (Luke 24:25-27, Acts 26:22-23) 

 

 It is part of God’s eternal purpose 

 The phrases ‘according to the flesh’ and ‘according to the Spirit’ probably refers to his 
relationships 

 Focuses or centers on Jesus Christ, on the Son of God 

 Deliberate and intentional (the gospel message was not an impromptu response to sin) 

 It is also the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy 
o This shows that God can be trusted because He keeps his promises 

 Paul did not preach an unanticipated gospel, but on that God had promised through his 
prophets 

 This is a reason Paul appealed to the Old Testament so fully in this epistles as his other ones 

 Paul’s gospel was not a human invention that tried to make the best of Israel’s rejection of Jesus 

 The gospel is concerned with the person and work of Jesus Christ, specifically his death and 
resurrection, and who is both human and divine 

 Jesus was qualified to fulfill the Old Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah, or “anointed 
one”, because he was from the royal line of Israel’s King David – (Isaiah 11:1) 

 Luke 24:25-27 – Talking to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, Christ explains about 
himself from Moses and all the prophets 

 Acts 26:22-23 – reiterating what the prophets had spoken of in the Old Testament 
 
 
4. Why does Paul so heavily emphasize the resurrection of Christ?  (Acts 2:22-36) 

 Demonstrated once and for all that He is both the Son of God and our Lord 

 God declares that Jesus is his powerful Son rather than God powerfully declared that Jesus was 
His Son 

 This shows us the greatness of Jesus 

 Talks about Him having the right to be called the Messiah 

 Shows how he is elevated from servant to Lord, a fulfillment of the preceding passages where it 
talks about how to become great 

 
 
Purposes (v. 8-15) 
 
5. What was the reason for Paul’s letter to the Romans? 

 After feeling concern for the welfare of the church, he offers commendation to his readers (v.8) 

 For fellowship, namely, to encourage them 

 Paul’s love for Christian fellowship and his obligation to preach the gospel to all people 
motivated him to visit Rome 

 
 
6. Compare v.14 with 1 Corinthians 9:16-17.  In what sense is Paul ‘obligated’?  Do we have any 

obligations of this kind?  Why or why not? 

 He owed them the opportunity to hear the gospel and to receive God’s grace themselves 

 As well, God told him to go and preach to the Gentiles, which is also a fulfillment of his call, the 
whole reason for his existence 
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 Look back to verse one 

 Obligated to God, not to the people 

 Every Christian is indebted to every non-Christian because we have and can give what can 
impart life to those who are dead in sin, namely, the gospel 

 This also stems from the commission he was given upon his conversion (Acts 9:1-9) 

 1 Cor 9:16-17 – He is entrusted with a stewardship that is given by God 
 
 
As Paul starts his letter to the Roman church, he not only introduces himself, but he also gives a brief 
synopsis of the Gospel that he is preaching.  We learn that this Gospel is not from his own devices, but 
rather it was an entrusted message given to him to preach to the whole world, to the Jews first and then 
the Gentiles.  As he continues his opening statements, he states the Gospel is for everyone and we who 
have been called as saints should be eager, like Paul, to tell the ‘good news’ (or the Gospel) to those 
who don’t know it as it is good news to those who receive it. 
 
Point to Ponder: 
 
Do we think this message is worth sharing?  If so, have you made an effort to share the good news to 
those who need it? 
 


