
LIFE Bible Study Rom 11:16-22  

 

Introduction: Notice Paul’s two analogies (or metaphors). He uses an Old Testament 

practice involving dough to introduce a second analogy of a tree (roots and branches). 

This second analogy of grafting and removing branches governs what he says to the 

end of verse 24. 
 

Introduction: V. 16.  What is the point of these two analogies of the dough and the tree? 

A firstborn child or animal or first parts of any crop were considered holy and belonging to the Lord. The 

first fruits, as a foretaste of more to come, were offered to God in thanksgiving for his goodness in 

providing them. First-fruit offerings could include produce either in its natural state or prepared or 

processed in some way—such as dough, bread, wine, olive oil, wool. 

The meaning of the analogy? i.e. who are the first fruits here? A couple of options 

a. The patriarchs – see v. 28. 

b. The Jews that believed in Christ during the church age.  Then the full harvest at the end of the age 

would be the complete harvest. 

Whatever the correct interpretation, the rest of the dough would be an indication that there are a lot more 

saved Jews to come . 

The people of Israel as a whole are consecrated to God. )ow that he is using the tree analogy, he can 

more easily explain what is happening to Israel as a nation.  

See Jeremiah 11:16-17 for an OT prophecy of the destruction of the olive tree branches. Did you know 

that it is difficult to kill an olive tree? 

The purpose of the analogies – 

a. The first analogy (the dough)  indicates that “all Israel will be saved” 

b. The second analogy gives us a visual of God’s redemptive program for both Jews and Gentiles 

V. 17-22  - 

a. The science of grafting would tell us that it’s very odd for a wild olive branch to be grafted onto a 

domesticated olive tree. Why is this oddity an apt metaphor?   

b. In this section, why does Paul warn his readers not to boast about their status with the Lord? 

c. How does this section correlate with the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints?  See 1 Cor 

10:11. Please take notice that early in Romans (ch 1-4) Paul warns the Jews that they should not 

think that they have special status with God. 2ow he warns the Gentiles of the same thing.  For 

discussion: Why do we fall into the sin of pride so easily, particularly in areas that are totally out of 

our control?  

a. When you graft a branch from one species to another, the branch would bear the fruit of the tree 

from which it came. SO a wild olive branch would produce the fruit of the wild olive tree, which 

would be undesirable. So with this metaphor the Gentiles are pictured as undesirables.   

b. Reasons not to boast -  

v. 18 – the root supports you, not vice versa 

v. 20 –Just like Israel, God will not spare you if fall into unbelief. 

v. 23 – if Israel turns to the Lord, they will be grafted in again. 

One last very obvious observation – the Gentile has been grafted in by grace alone, thus there is 

nothing to boast about. Grace and boasting are always antithetical, unless our boasting is in the 

cross of Christ 

c. The perseverance doctrine teaches that if you are truly saved, you WILL persevere till the end. I 

believe we are talking about corporate entities here (Branches are not individual believers here, 

but rather shows that God is dealing with national entities.) 

 


