
Rom 11:1-15 Life Fellowship Bible Study Pre-study Notes  

On the backdrop of a very negative sounding passage about Israel’s rejection of the good news and of 

the Lord Jesus Christ, Paul raises the question one more time – Has God rejected his people? This is 

really the first time in this passage this question is posed so clearly. The entire chapter is given over to 

provide evidence that God has not rejected his people in spite of her long history of failures. 

The Question: Has God rejected his people? In this verse, who are “his people”? Note the emphatic 

negative “by no means!” 

The most natural reading of this passage tells us that this is the nation of Israel, whom Paul refers to as 

His people. If God was ‘finished’ with Israel as a nation, these Rom 9-11 would be redundant.   

Verse 1 - Exhibit “A”- Paul regards his own salvation as evidence that God had not rejected his people. 

Why did he use himself as an example when there were many thousands of Jewish Christians in the 

church by this time? See 1 Tim 1:16.  

Paul was an unusual case. He was a Christ-rejecter and worse yet, a persecutor of the church. If anyone 

among the Jews would be rejected it would have been Paul. In 1 Tim 1:16, Paul seems to regard himself 

as an example, or maybe as a type.  He WAS a special case, as he refers to his rebirth as someone who 

was “untimely born”. Christ appeared directly to him. I wonder whether, when Paul actually saw Christ, 

he was made to think about Zech 12:10 “when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced, they 

shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a 

firstborn…. 10:1 On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the inhabitants 

of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.”  

 

 

V. 2-4  Exhibit “B” – Elijah, the Prophets of Baal and the Remnant – Why does Paul point us to the 

contest between God and Baal as evidence that God has not rejected his people? Does the phrase in 

verse 2 “his people” indicate that  there is a corporate election as well as an individual election? See 

Amos 3:2, Isai 41:9. Does a corporate election guarantee that everyone within that corporate body is 

chosen?  

-this Elijah episode was a low point in the history of Israel, and if at any time God would have been done 

with the nation, this would have been an opportune time. 450 Israelites who became prophets of Baal.  

But God kept 7,000 faithful ones as a remnant. 

-Paul is pointing to the fact that Israel has been here before – where the future of the nation depended 

upon a remnant. 

-If God chose Israel as a nation, this does not mean every member of that nation is marked for salvation. 

He foreknew (chose) the nation, and also foreknew individuals - (according to verse 5) chose the 

individuals belonging to the remnant. There is an “Israel within Israel” i.e. the remnant. There always 

was (just as there is a church within a church). 

-the 7000 faithful ones in Israel were obviously unknown to Elijah. But they are known, indeed 

“foreknown” by God.  

-application – where did Baal (fertility) worship come from? How does idolatry happen in those days? 

Ahab married Jezebel (see 1 Kings 16:31)   

 

V. 5-6 Remnant is chosen by grace. See Romans 9:27. When does grace cease being grace? 

-In verse 5 Paul concludes that the remnant that God has chosen by grace is evidence that God has not 

rejected his people.  Show how in Jer 3:14 and Zech 13:8 God indicates that even though the remnant is 



made up only of a minority, it still qualifies as an group that is referred to as My People, i.e. a nation. 

-grace ceases being grace when we think we are chosen by a merit-based work or service. 

-Application pt. How often do we catch ourselves thinking that we hope our works will count for 

something before God?  

-What is the difference between having a desire for our work to be significant and effective and for our 

work to earn us standing before God? 

Verse 7-10 Israel the remnant vs Israel the lost. Read Rom 9:31 again and answer - Why did Israel not 

obtain what she was seeking? Why does Paul continually reach back into Old Testament history to 

make his point in this chapter?  Paul first quotes Isai 29:10 and then Ps 69:22-23. Why? How do these 

passages fit? 

The word “fail” is not in the original although there is failure no doubt.  It simply says Israel did not 

obtain what she wanted.  What was it she wanted? The answer is a right standing before God. And why 

did she fail? She failed because of her belief in works righteousness 

-Paul cites from the Old Testament to support the fact that God judicially causes spiritual insensitivity or 

callousness. But it is not without cause. Look at Isai 29:15-16 and read it for your people.  Does this 

passage not sound like it is written for our day?? 

The quotation from Ps 69 is an imprecatory prayer of King David’s against those who persecute him.  

*It is interesting to note that during the Intertestamental period of time, there were different factions in 

Judaism, claiming to be the elect of God exclusively. For instance The Qumran community referred to 

their members this way, and regarded themselves as the “Sons of Light”. It is into this milieu that Paul 

taught that the elect among the nation of Israel were those who were saved by grace through faith. 

 

Verses 11-15 

In v. 1, Paul asks if God totally rejected Israel. Paul’s obvious answer – NO!  (Note the parallel answer 

in v. 11)  

In v. 11 Paul asks if their stumbling as beyond recovery. Again, Paul’s answer is NO!  

Please note the cyclical pattern that Paul repeats from in v. 11-16. 

Question – Is the pattern repetitive throughout church history or is this a rather linear approach 

leading us to believe that at the end of time there will be a tremendous revival or restoration of the 

Jews? 

The cycle 

v. 11 their trespass….salvation has come to the Gentiles ….to make Israel envious 

v. 12a Their trespass …..riches for the world ….                      

v. 12b their failure …………riches for the Gentiles………..their full inclusion 

v. 15 Their rejection………reconciliation of the world……their acceptance i.e. life from the dead 

Verse 11-16 explains God’s purpose in Israel’s rejection of the Messiah. What do you think that 

purpose is? There are clues throughout these verses. 

Salvation for the Gentiles and ultimately salvation and restoration for the Jews 

In verse 13, why do you think Paul addresses the Gentile specifically? 

He is conveying the right attitude to have towards the Jew. 

In verses 13-15 once again we have strong hints that God has not rejected the Jews, even though they 

have rejected Him. What do you think Paul would have said to Martin Luther 
the Jews are a "base, whoring people, that is, no people of God, and their boast of lineage, circumcision, and law must be 
accounted as filth."

[13]
 They are full of the "devil's feces ... which they wallow in like swine."

[14]
 The synagogue was a "defiled bride, 

yes, an incorrigible whore and an evil slut ..."
[15]

 He argues that their synagogues and schools be set on fire, their prayer 
books destroyed, rabbis forbidden to preach, homes razed, and property and money confiscated. They should be shown no mercy 
or kindness,

[16]
 afforded no legal protection,

[17]
 and these "poisonous envenomed worms" should be drafted into forced labor or 

expelled for all time 

 


