
CGYG/LIFE Retreat 2010: The Greatest Commandment 
 
Study 1: Love for God 
 

1. What is love? What does it mean to love someone? How would you contrast what the 
world defines as love versus what the Bible defines as love for others (1 John 3:16-18, 
1 Cor 13: 4-7)? 

 
• Love is affection and sacrifice; you’d put someone you love ahead of you 

• Love in Scripture is largely a choice, rather than a feeling or emotion 

• 1 John 3:16-18 � Laying down our lives for others; sharing material possessions; with action 
and in truth 

• 1 Cor 13 � (love is a sacrificial choice and places others above yourself) 
- Patience and kindness shown to the object of your love  
- “It does not insist on its own way2 love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all things” 

• The world sees ‘love’ as a feeling, one that could be here and gone tomorrow; hence “falling in 
love” or “falling out of love” � denotes inability to control, but just something that happens 

• The basic assumption of love according to the world is self-centred; if someone no longer 
satisfies you, love is no longer there 

 
 
2. Read Mark 12:28-34. What does this passage tell us about how we are to love God, at 

a high level? What do these distinctions imply about the type of love we are to have? 
(see also 1 John 2:15-17, James 4:4, Matthew 10:37-39)  

 
• We are to God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength 

• Jesus’ response leaves no part of who we heart untouched 

• This means we are to love God with all of these aspects of our lives – with everything 

• Means to love Him with the entirety of our being – no room for any greater love in our lives, or 
else we are not loving Him 

- 1 John 2:15-17 – anyone who loves the world does not love God 
- James 4:4 – friendship with the world is hatred toward God 
- Matthew 10:37 – can’t love anyone or even your own life more than you love Christ 

 
 
3. In the parallel account recorded in Matthew 22:34-40, Jesus continues, “all the laws 

and the prophets hang on these two commandments”. What do you think Jesus meant 
by this (Exodus 20:1-17)? Why is loving God with all our heart, soul, mind & strength 
(essentially, all of our being) the greatest commandment (e.g. Deut 6:14-15, Isa 56:6-
7)? 

 
• These are the 2 commandments / principles that are the foundation for the rest of Scripture  

• First 4 of the 10 Commandments are about loving God; last 6 of the 10 Commandments are 
about loving our neighbour 

• The very first few commandments that God gives to Moses are about worship: 
- 20:3 � “You shall have no other gods before me” 
- 20:4 � “You shall not make for yourself a carved image2 You shall not bow down to 

them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God2” 

• Deut 6: 14-15 � God is jealous for worship, He will not stand for anyone to make idols to 
ascribe worship to 

• This is the most important commandment because loving God with such fullness and intensity 
is at the core of worship 



• Isaiah 56:6-7 � Even foreigners who keep the command to love God, to serve and worship 
Him, God will accept their sacrifices; their love for God is tied to their deep worship of Him 
(“2who hold fast to my covenant2”) 

 
 
4. How do you know whether you truly love God with all of your heart, soul, mind and 

strength? (Psalm 119:46-48; John 14:21-24, 15:9-10; 1 John 2:3-6, 5:1-3)  
 

• Psalm 119: 46-48 � You will love His commands, you will meditate (or think constantly and 
apply) on His statutes; You will not be ashamed of them (v.46) 

• John 14: 21-24 � “Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me2” 

• John 15: 9-10 � If we obey Christ, we “abide” in His love (what does this mean?) 

• 1 John 2:3-5 �to “know” relates to the mind (below) but denotes a much deeper relationship 
with God2 to truly “know” God means to love Him; “2but whoever keeps his word, in him truly 
the love of God is perfected” 

• 1 John 5:1-3 � “For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments” 

 
Why is knowing God and willingly obeying His commands so important in the life of a 
believer? (see 1 Chronicles 28:9-10; Isaiah 29:13, also Matthew 15:6b-9) 
 

• 1 Chron 28:9-10 � Solomon is commanded to “know” and “serve” God with his whole heart 
and a willing mind2 he is commanded to build the temple for God 

• Psalm 1:7 � “I will praise you with an upright heart, when I learn your righteous rules” 

• Isaiah 29:13 � “The Lord says: ‘These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me 
with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is made only of rules taught 
by men.’” – the contrast is that acceptable worship is guided by obedience to God’s commands 

• Matthew 15 � the Pharisees ‘nullified the Word of God’ 
 
 

Over this weekend, we will dig deeper into our key passage for the weekend, Mark 
12:28-34. What Jesus demands of the world, as we will see in this passage, is nothing 
less than is impossible, except by the grace of God through the work of His Holy Spirit 
in our lives. Ultimately, loving God is the reason for our existence. He created us for 
the purpose of loving and worshipping only Him – and in doing so, finding our greatest, 
lasting joy that comes from this love relationship with our Creator. 

 
 


