
Saturday PM session – A Brief History of Time (and Eternity) – Part 2 
 
We thought this morning about the effects of Man’s sin in the garden of Eden, not just on mankind, but also on 
the Creation.  We looked at the resulting establishment of the city of Man and its enmity towards God and His 
people, and we considered God’s mercy in promising redemption, even as He pronounced judgment on Man’s 
sin. 
 
For review:  
-On what principles was the city of Man founded?  What attitudes characterize its citizens? 
 -principle of rebellion against God; questioning his truthfulness & goodness; desire for autonomy from Him 
  -desire to ‘be like God’ – ie setting own rules, own standard of right & wrong 
 -attitudes: pride, jealousy, anger, violence; hatred towards God 
  -a desire to exalt self over God 
 
-What hope did God give to fallen mankind, and what does this hope entail? 
 -hope of a Savior that would crush the head of Satan 

-entails forgiveness of sin; resurrection from the dead and redemption of our bodies; redemption and renewal of Creation; 
everlasting joy and fellowship with God in a new heaven & new earth 

 
 
Moving on… 
-How has God already started fulfilling the hope He promised to fallen Mankind, according to the following 
Scriptures? 
 -John 3:16-21 
  -God sent His Son Jesus into the world so that whoever believes in Him would be saved 
  -those who do not believe already stand condemned, already under His judgment (as seen in the previous study) 
 
 
 -Acts 2:22-32  
  -Jesus Christ died on the Cross and was raised from the dead 
   -fulfilled promise in Psalm 16, of a Savior who would triumph over the grave and rise from the dead 
  -beginning of His promise to raise His people from the dead  
 
 
 -Ephesians 2:1-5 
  -we were all dead in our sins and unable to save ourselves, but God in His love & mercy gave us new life in Christ 
 
 
 -Colossians 1:13-14, 19-23 
  -God rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves 
   -were once alienated from God and enemies in our minds 
   -but He forgives us and reconciles us to Him through Jesus Christ’s death & resurrection 
   -this reconciliation comes through faith in Christ 
  -through faith in Christ, we become members of the city of God, rather than of the city of Man/dominion of darkness 
  -Christ’s blood shed on the Cross not only reconciles us to God, but also all things on earth and in heaven (v.20) 
 
 
How will God one day bring to final fulfillment the hope He promised? 
 -1 Corinthians 15:20-26 & 35-54 
  -those who belong to Christ will one day be raised from the dead in the same way that He was 
   -His resurrection will be the pattern for our resurrection  
   -we will be like Him (47-49), raised with imperishable, incorruptible bodies 

-we will be the same person, yet different (greater, more glorious) – i.e. continuity but different, even as a 
plant is same but different from the seed it came from (greater, more glorious) 

  -death will be finally defeated, swallowed up in victory when this happens 
 
 -Romans 8:18-25 
  -the whole Creation will one day be freed from its bondage to decay, just as our bodies will 
  -Creation now groans even as we groan; has the same hope of freedom from bondage as we now have 
  -the renewal of our bodies will be the pattern for the renewal of Creation 
 
 -2 Peter 3:8-13 
  -God is presently patient, waiting for people to repent rather than perish 

-but the day will come when the heavens will be destroyed by fire and the earth laid bare, after which a new heaven & 
new earth will arise – a sort of “death & resurrection” of the Creation 



 
 
Read Revelation 20:11 – 22:6 
 
The coming of the new heaven and the new earth, with the New Jerusalem – the City of God – as its capital, 
marks the final consummation of God’s promise of hope made to fallen humanity in Genesis 3. 
 

-What will the new heaven & new earth be like? Will it be the same or different from the present world?  
What will life and relationships there be like? 

  -a place of unspeakable beauty and unending joy in the presence of God (21:1-5) 
   -dwelling of God will be with men (21:3); His glory will be our light (21:22-23), and we will see His face (22:4) 
  -a place with no sin or evil, shame or impurity (21:6-8,27); no longer any curse (22:3) 

-eternal security and safety – a great city with foundations and walls (21:9-21) 
  -a place where God’s glory shines and is reflected uninhibited (21:22-26) 
  -a place of eternal life; of intimate fellowship with and service of God (22:1-6) 
 
  -same in many respects as present earth – not complete re-creation, but radical transformation of the earth 

-just as our present bodies will ‘be destroyed’ yet have continuity with our resurrection bodies, so the new 
earth will have continuity with the old, though the old be dissolved 
 -greater, more glorious than the present world which is passing away 
-will still be a physical world, which we inhabit in resurrected physical bodies (1 Cor 15) 
 -e.g. seems like there will still be nations and kings (21:24) – just not tainted by sin 
  -glory of nations brought in – indication of ongoing cultural development? 
-‘everything new’ – ‘new and improved’ does not necessarily mean totally different 

  -but different also in many respects – much greater – for example,  
-heaven now merged with earth; God dwells once again in the midst of His people 
-no more bondage to decay, sickness, sorrow, or death 
-no sin or evil present, as it would all have been judged and removed to the lake of fire by then (Rev 20) 
-no need of sun or moon for light, because glory of God gives it light 
-relationships with God & with one another untainted by sin 

 
-In what ways is the new heaven and new earth reminiscent of the Garden of Eden?  In what ways will it 
be even better than the Garden of Eden? 

  -similarities – a well-watered paradise; tree of life is there; place of unbroken fellowship with God 
 
  -differences – no tree of knowledge of good and evil and no serpent – no possibility of falling again 
   -not just one tree of life, but at least 2 (more likely many) – on either side of the river 
   -not just a garden, but a vast city of unimaginable beauty and glory 
   -no need of sun & moon for light, because glory of God gives light 
  -thus, like a return to Eden, but more glorious 
 
In light of these truths, how should we then live? 
 -Philippians 3:17-21, with Colossians 3:1-2 
  -live, not with our minds on earthly things, but in accordance with what God has laid down in Scripture (Phil 3:17) 
  -set hearts on things above (Col 3:1-2), anticipating of the return of Jesus Christ (Phil 3:20) 
 
 -2 Peter 3:11-14 
  -live holy and godly lives as we look forward to that day 
  -make every effort to be found spotless & blameless 
 
 -Hebrews 13:12-14 

-be willing to leave the camp (i.e. the city of Man) to suffer for the sake of Christ and bear disgrace for His sake, as He 
did for us 

 
Aliens and strangers in the world… 
God’s promises of redemption are fulfilled in the person and work of Jesus Christ, through whom God was pleased “to reconcile to Himself 
all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through His blood, shed on the Cross.” (Col. 1:20) Because He 
took the punishment for our sins on the Cross, we who believe have been forgiven and reconciled with God.  We have been delivered from 
the dominion of darkness and have received a new citizenship in the city of God.  Because He rose from the grave, we have a secure hope 
of eternal life and can look forward to being raised from the dead imperishable, even as He was raised.  And because of His work on our 
behalf, we can look forward with eager anticipation to that day when the present heavens and earth will reborn, giving way to a new heaven 
and a new earth where we will live in unending and unspeakable joy in the immediate presence of God. 
 
Spend time this evening reflecting on how you ought to live in light of these truths and thanking God for all He has done – and has yet to do 
– for you in Christ.  If you’ve never placed your trust in Jesus Christ, we urge you, in view of His mercy and of His impending return, to place 
your hope and trust in Him tonight.  


