
Monday AM session – Living in Light of Eternity 
 
Quick Review of This Morning’s Devotional (Colossians 3:1-17) 
-From this passage, what does Scripture say we need to set our hearts and minds on, and what is this 
contrasted against (v.1-2)? What reason is given for this (v.3) and what will be the reward for those who obey? 
 -Set our hearts and minds ‘on things above’, instead of earthly things 
 -Our life is now ‘hidden with Christ in God’… we belong to Christ now 
 -Reward: when Christ appears, we will share in his glory 
 
 
-What specific sins are mentioned that we need to ‘put to death’ (v.5, 8-10)? 
 -v.5: Sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry 
 -v.8-10: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language, lying 
 
 
-Instead, how should we live, such that our hearts and minds are set on things above, and not on earthly things 
(v.12-17)? 
 -v.12: compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience 
 -v.13: Bear with each other… forgive whatever grievances… ‘forgive as the Lord forgave you’ 
 -v.14: Above all, love one another 
 -v.15: community of believers must be ruled and characterized by peace and thankfulness 
 -v.16: the Word of Christ must be at the centre of teaching, preaching, admonishing and worship 
 -v.17: do all things to the glory of Jesus Christ 
 
-How does the writer Paul warn, implore and encourage his audience to faithfully obey God (v. 6-12)? E.g. what 
kind of language does he use to reason with them? 
 -v.6: God’s wrath is coming 
 -v.7-8: Reminds them of what they once were before they knew Christ… and how they must live now that they are Christians 
 -v.10: They have put on a new self, which is ‘being renewed in the knowledge in the image” of God… renewed lives 
 -v.11: Christ is the One who binds each one together 
 -v.12: Christians are ‘God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved…” 
 
 
1 Peter: Living as ‘strangers in the world’ 
As the NIV introduction to 1 Peter says, the recipients of this letter were Christians who were scattered 
throughout the Roman world, and was written in about A.D. 64. These Christians had been suffering various 
trials and afflictions, and the possibility of greater and more severe difficulties was very real. In the midst of this 
persecution, the apostle Peter writes this letter, encouraging them to remain faithful to Christ, and to look 
beyond their immediate situation to the reward that would be theirs one day in heaven. 
 
-How does Peter describe the life of Christians (those who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ) on earth? 
 -1:1-2 
  -‘God’s elect’…’chosen according to God’s foreknowledge’ 
  - ‘Strangers in the world’ 
 
 -2:9-11 
  -Chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God  we belong to God!! 
  -We are a people of God… we have received mercy! (v.10) 
  -Aliens and strangers in the world 
 
 
-How does Peter instruct Christians to live, in light of the promise set aside for them in eternity?  
 -1:13 (also 4:7, 5:8)  SELF-CONTROLLED 
  -Prepare our minds for action (what sort of action?) 
  -Be self-controlled and alert… so that we can pray (4:7) and so that we can stand alert against the devil (5:8) 
 
 -1:14-17; 2:1-2,11-12, 17  HOLINESS 

-1:14-17  Do not conform to the evil desires that we used to do before we knew Christ 
-Instead, be holy in all that you do, because God is holy 
-2:1-2  Rid ourselves of all malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy and slander of every kind; instead, crave pure spiritual milk 
to grow up in your salvation 

  -2:11-12  abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul… live good lives (especially among non believers) 
-2:17  Show proper respect to everyone – especially authorities… love believers, fear God, honor the king (submitting 
to authority) 

 
 



 -1:22; 3:8-11; 4:8-10; 5:5b-6  LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
  -1:22  love one another deeply, from the heart (or, ‘from a pure heart’) 
  -3:8-11  live in harmony with each other… be sympathetic, love as brothers 
  -be compassionate and humble 
  -do not seek revenge, but bless those who sin against you 
  -do not speak evil nor deceitfully 
  -turn from evil and do good, seek peace and pursue it 
  -4:8-10  again, love each other deeply because love covers sin… 
  -be hospitable to each other without grumbling 
  -use whatever gifts they have been given to serve others and to bring glory to Christ 
  -5:5b-6  Humility 
 
 -2:9b, 12; 3:15-16    WITNESS CHRIST 
  -2:9b  To declare the praises of him… 
  -2:12  To witness Christ in the way we live 
  -3:15-16  Be ready to give a reason for the hope we have… with gentleness and respect 
  -Nothing that anyone accuses us of will stick – in fact, our accusers will be ashamed of their slander 
 
 
-What reasons does Peter give for Christians to live in this way, with a mind fixed heavenward? How does Peter 
encourage the early church (and to us today) to persevere in their obedience, even under great suffering and 
persecution? 
 -1:3-6 
  -God has given us new birth into a living hope through Christ’s resurrection 

-There is a permanent, promised inheritance awaiting us in heaven (v.4) 
 -In this life, we suffer grief in all kinds of trials… but this is only for a little while, in contrast to eternity 

 
 -1:18-21 

-We were redeemed (freed) from the ‘empty way of life’ (in particular, the Jewish way of life here) with the previous 
blood of Christ 
-Our hope and faith are actually in God Himself through Christ (v.21) 

 
 -4:12-16, 5:10 

-4:12-16  They were to expect suffering, and rejoice in the privilege of sharing in Christ’s suffering, so that they would 
one day share in His glory 
-If they are insulted because of Christ, ‘the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.’ 
-Praise God that we bear the name of Christ 
-5:10  God has called them to His eternal glory in Christ… the suffering is only for ‘a little while’ 
-Afterwards God himself will restore them and make them strong, firm and steadfast 
 
 

Aliens and strangers in the world… 
Over the past few days, we’ve focused on the two contrasting lineages that have existed ever since the fall of 
man in the Garden of Eden: that which is godly (the ‘city of God’) and that which is worldly (the ‘city of Man’). 
Everything we do in life – all the choices we make, all our actions and words, have consequences – both here 
on earth, and more importantly, in eternity. In creation, God had always intended that life be eternal, and indeed, 
it is. We often think of death as the ‘end of the line’, the culmination and extinguishment of life. But the Bible 
shows us a very different picture – there is life beyond death, and it’s found in one of only two places: dwelling 
eternally with God in the “New Jerusalem” or eternally separated from God in hell – a place of judgment for 
those who have rejected God and chosen the ‘city of Man’ that leads only to death. God Himself provided a way, 
through Jesus Christ, for sinful man to be reconciled to Him, and brought back into the ‘city of God’ both now 
and in eternity. In light of this reality we need to – by faith – repent of our sin, accept Christ as our Saviour, and 
follow Him in obedience as our Lord. As we walk by faith, let us set our sight and our longings not on things of 
this world that will perish, but on things of a ‘better country – a heavenly one’ and for the city that God Himself is 
preparing for us (Hebrews 11:16). 


