
Sunday morning sermon – “But We Have the Mind of Christ” 

September 3, 2006 

 

 You’ve probably all heard the saying, “A mind is a terrible thing to waste.”  That certainly 

seems to be a sentiment that many people would agree with.  As a society, we spend huge amounts of 

money for mandatory public education that is freely accessible.  And after primary and secondary 

school, many people – including many of us here this morning – go on to college or university to get 

more education, and governments try to encourage this to some extent by subsidizing the costs of 

tuition and providing loans and grants to those who would pursue further studies.  Why all this 

emphasis and expense on education that is accessible for all?  Because there is a sense that people 

should be using and developing our minds to their fullest potential, and that society would be much 

better served by encouraging this development, than by trying to save the money that we’re spending 

on education, or by spending it on something else.  To some people, this all might seem like a waste of 

money, but the reason we keep spending so much on education is because there is a sense that it would 

be a greater waste to waste the minds of thousands of people who might not otherwise be able to afford 

an education.  So it seems most would agree that “a mind is a terrible thing to waste.” 

 

 But I want to spend a few moments this morning thinking about a different mind that it would 

be not just terrible, but tragic, for us as Christians to waste, but which many believers seem to be going 

through life wasting.  I’m speaking, of course, about what we read about in 1 Corinthians 2:1-16, and 

more specifically in v.16: “‘For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?’ But 

we have the mind of Christ.” Paul says in this letter to the Corinthian believers that as Christians, we 

have the mind of Christ. 

 

So what does that mean, and what are the implications for us?  I want to spend our time this 

morning thinking about this.  To guide our thoughts, we’ll touch on four questions: 

 

 1. What does it mean to have the mind of Christ? 

 2. Who has the mind of Christ, and how do we obtain it? 

 3. How do we grow in the mind of Christ? 

 4. How should we live, in light of the fact that we have the mind of Christ? 
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The mind of Christ 

First of all, what does Paul mean that we have the mind of Christ?  The key to this question lies 

in the first 2 chapters of 1 Corinthians.  We saw in yesterday’s Bible studies how Paul in 1 Corinthians 

1-2 draws a contrast between two ‘wisdoms’, or two ways of thinking, namely, the wisdom of God and 

the wisdom of the Man or the wisdom of the world.  Paul showed that the wisdom of God was made 

known in the Person of Jesus Christ and in the message of the Gospel, but that this wisdom of God was 

rejected by mankind, which has chosen instead to live by its own wisdom, apart from God.   

 

Likewise, in this morning’s passage, Paul writes in v.6-7 that he speaks a message of wisdom 

that differs from the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age.  He goes on in verse 8 to say that 

even those at the pinnacle of worldly wisdom, the rulers of the age, did not understand God’s wisdom; 

so rather than recognizing the Lord of glory for who He was, they instead nailed Him to a cross. 

 

These two wisdoms reflect two ways of thinking, or two minds.  As we saw last night, our 

human minds in their natural, fallen state are hostile towards God and have been darkened in their 

understanding as a result of sin.  As Colossians 1:21 says, “Once you were alienated from God and 

were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.”  In other words, when mankind sinned 

against God in the Garden of Eden, we were alienated from God in our minds because of our sin.  In 

Romans 8:5-8, Paul refers to this mind as the mind of sinful man, or more simply as the sinful mind.  

He writes,  

 

Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; 

but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires.  

The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the 

sinful mind is hostile to God.  It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so.  Those 

controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. 

 

So this mind of sinful man is one that is controlled by the sinful nature that we’ve all inherited 

as human beings.  It’s also a mind that is deceived by Satan.  For example, as we saw last night, Paul 

writes in 2 Corinthians 4:4 that “the God of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they 

cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ…”  And when Jesus was telling his disciples 

that He had to suffer and die, Peter took Jesus aside and started saying, ‘Never Lord! This shall never 

happen to you,’ do you remember what Jesus said in reply?  He said, “Get behind me, Satan! You are 
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a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but…” But what?  “…but the 

things of men.”  Satan deceives the minds of men so that they do not have in mind the things of God, 

but the things of men. 

 

This sinful mind that is deceived by Satan and controlled by the desires of the sinful nature is 

hostile towards God and does not submit to Him or to His law.  It sees things and desires things from 

the perspective of the sinful nature and manifests itself as the wisdom of the world that rejects as 

foolishness the things of God, and in particular, the message of the Gospel. 

 

In contrast to this sinful mind is what Paul refers to in 1 Cor. 2:16 as the mind of Christ.  What 

is this mind of Christ?  To begin with, 1 Cor 1:24 says that Christ is the wisdom of God, so the mind of 

Christ must be one that operates based on the principles of God’s wisdom, rather than on the principles 

of worldly wisdom.  It is a mind that sees wisdom of God and rather than reject it as foolishness as the 

sinful mind does, accepts it as true wisdom.  Rather than rely on human wisdom, it seeks to see things 

as Christ sees them, think about things as Christ thinks about them, and understand things as Christ 

understands them.  So in short, to have the mind of Christ means to be able to see and understand 

things from Christ’s perspective.  Because Christ is the wisdom of God, to have the mind of Christ 

means, at the most basic level, to be wise, in the true sense of the word. 

 

Who has the mind of Christ, and how do we obtain it? 

So who has the mind of Christ, and how is the mind of Christ obtained?  Paul makes it pretty 

clear in 1 Corinthians 2:6-8 who doesn’t have the mind of Christ, that is, those who live by the 

‘wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age,’ or to put it another way, those who live by the wisdom 

of the world; otherwise they would have recognized Jesus as the Lord of glory, rather than executing 

Him as a criminal. 

 

But if our minds are by nature sinful, fallen, and alienated from God, what hope is there for us 

of ever knowing the mind of God?  Paul teaches us in v.9-10 that what our eyes had not seen, what our 

ears had not heard, what our minds had not the power to conceive, God in His grace has revealed to us 

through the Holy Spirit.  It’s only by God revealing His mind to us through the Holy Spirit that we can 

know and understand His mind; so it’s only those who have received the Holy Spirit who have the 

mind of Christ.  Paul uses a human analogy to explain this concept.  He says in v.11 that no one knows 

a man’s thoughts except the spirit of the man.  Married couples like to think sometimes that they can 
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read each other’s thoughts.  For sure, they can sometimes make some pretty good educated guesses at 

what their spouse is thinking, but even in this most intimate of human relationships, you cannot really 

know what the other is thinking with complete certainty, unless that person chooses to reveal it 

somehow.  In the same way, Paul argues that no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of 

God, that is, God Himself.  So as a result, no one can know the mind of God, unless God chooses to 

make it known through His Holy Spirit… but that is exactly what He has done for those who have 

received the Holy Spirit through faith in Jesus Christ.  As Paul writes in v.12, “We have not received 

the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God,” that is, we’ve received the Holy Spirit.  So as 

Paul writes in v. 14, “the man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of 

God…”  But when the Holy Spirit does a work in our lives and we come to faith in Christ, the Spirit 

takes up residence in our lives and changes us from the inside out.  We are a new creation, complete 

with a new mind – the mind of Christ – formed and shaped by the Holy Spirit, by which we are able to 

understand and accept the things that come from God.  And instead of being set on what the sinful 

nature desires, this new mind is set on what the Spirit desires, as Paul wrote in Romans 8. 

 

So there is a sense in which everyone who has the Holy Spirit, that is, every true believer in 

Christ, has the mind of Christ.  To some extent, we who believe all have this ability to see and 

understand things from Christ’s perspective because the Holy Spirit lives in us…  But there is also a 

sense in which not all believers have this mind of Christ to the same degree; that is, not everyone who 

has the mind of Christ is using that mind to the same extent.  In fact, to get back to the analogy I 

started with this morning, it seems many Christians are downright wasting what they have of the mind 

of Christ.   

 

Look at what Paul writes in v.6: “We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the 

mature…”  So the implication is that those who are mature will hear and understand his message of 

wisdom.  He goes on in v.14 to talk about how the man without the Spirit does not accept the things 

that come from the Spirit of God, then in v.15-16 about the spiritual man who makes judgments about 

all things but is not subject to any man’s judgment because he thinks and acts with the mind of Christ.  

But then look at what Paul says to the Corinthian believers in 3:1-3: 

 

“Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly – mere infants in Christ.  I gave 

you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it.  Indeed, you are still not ready.  You 
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are still worldly.  For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? 

Are you not acting like mere men?” 

 

What’s Paul doing here?  He’s scolding the Corinthians for being immature and worldly, which 

is just the opposite of being mature and spiritual.  To paraphrase, he more or less calls them immature 

brats.  Though they thought they were wise, they were in reality mere infants. Even though they had 

access to the mind of Christ, they were still living by the principles and wisdom of the world. Rather 

than letting the mind of Christ guide their thoughts and their actions, they were still acting like mere 

men, following the thoughts and inclinations of the sinful mind, and this was showing itself as jealousy 

and quarreling and forming cliques and factions… and so Paul calls them immature and worldly.  

James makes the same assessment in James 3:14-15, where he writes, “But if you harbor bitter envy 

and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth.  Such ‘wisdom’ does not 

come from heaven, but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil.” 

 

So we see in the example of the Corinthians that even though all believers have the mind of 

Christ, there is a sense in which this mind is not equally active in all Christians.  When we come to 

faith in Christ, the Holy Spirit does a renewing work in our lives.  As 2 Corinthians 5:17 says, we are a 

new creation, and this includes a renewed, regenerated mind that is able to comprehend spiritual truth – 

the mind of Christ; but this mind doesn’t just spring forth fully mature.  Far from having arrived at 

complete wisdom when we come to faith in Christ and receive the Holy Spirit into our lives, it’s just 

the beginning.  We start our lives out as babies in Christ, and there needs to be continual growth, as 

Paul points out, from infanthood to adulthood; from infantile thinking to maturity.   

 

Growing in the mind of Christ 

How does this growth occur?  There’s a lot that could be said about this, but let me focus on 

just three thoughts.   

 

First of all, if we are to grow in the mind of Christ, we must, in the words of Romans 8, set our 

minds and our affections on what the Spirit desires, rather than on what the sinful nature desires.  In 

other words, we must grow in holiness.  This intuitively makes sense because Christ Himself is 

perfectly holy in all He thinks and does, so those who seek after His mind should also strive to be holy.  

But the problem is that although we are a new Creation in Christ, we’ve seen that we will nevertheless 

continue to struggle with the old sinful nature until we see Christ face to face, and this sinful nature 
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tends to prevent growth by generating sinful thoughts and desires, tempting us to live in sinful ways.  I 

probably don’t need to say much about this because I’m sure all of us have felt the pull of the sinful 

nature in our lives, trying to lead us away from what God desires in us.  But giving in to the desires of 

the sinful nature draws us away from God and stunts our growth, because if it is God who gives 

wisdom, then being drawn away from God interferes with that process of obtaining wisdom from Him.  

That’s why in Scripture, maturity can never be separated from holiness.  When Paul writes in 1 Cor. 

2:6 that he speaks a message of wisdom among the mature, he’s not talking about people who just 

know a lot about the Bible or who have a lot of head knowledge; he’s talking about people who, as it 

says in Hebrews 5, who have trained themselves in righteousness by constant application of the 

Scriptures to their lives.  ‘The mature’ are people who, for sure, know the Word, but not only who 

know the Word, but are putting it into practice and are showing the fruit of the Spirit in their lives.  In 

the same way, Jesus doesn’t say in the parable of the wise and foolish builders that it’s the one who 

just hears His Word that is like the wise builder who built his house on the rock, but the one who hears 

His Word and puts it into practice.  Someone might hear Christ’s words and know a lot about it, but if 

he doesn’t put it into practice, Jesus says that he is like the fool who built his house on the sand.  That’s 

why Job 28:28 says, “The fear of the Lord – that is wisdom, and to shun evil is understanding.” True 

wisdom, understanding, and maturity cannot be separated from holiness.  And so, Ephesians 4:22-24 

says,  

 

“You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is 

being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to 

put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.” 

 

So if we are to grow in the mind of Christ, we need to grow in holiness. 

 

Second, if we are to grow in the mind of Christ, we need to forsake worldly wisdom.  Looking 

back at our text for the morning, Paul makes it clear in 1 Cor. 2:6 that the message of wisdom he 

speaks is not human wisdom or the wisdom of the world.  In contrast to God’s secret wisdom that Paul 

describes in v.7 as having been operative even before time began, Paul describes worldly wisdom as 

‘the wisdom of this age’.  The suggestion here is that worldly wisdom is fleeting, that it changes from 

age to age.  What seems wise today may tomorrow be out of fashion… it doesn’t last.  Paul also calls 

worldly wisdom the wisdom ‘of the rulers of this age.’  These rulers are those who would be 

considered the pinnacle of worldly wisdom in their day; and yet, even this pinnacle of worldly wisdom 
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was futile, because as Paul points out, these rulers of the age were ultimately going to die and come to 

nothing.  Further, even though they represented the height of worldly wisdom, not even they 

recognized Jesus Christ for who He truly was – the Lord of glory; and so instead of giving Him the 

honor and glory He deserved, they instead crucified Him like a common criminal.  So not only did the 

wisdom of the world fail to recognize Jesus for who He truly was, but as we also saw in our studies last 

night, the wisdom of the world is blatantly opposed to God and the things of God. 

 

To give you a tangible example, one illustration of this opposition of the world’s wisdom to 

God’s wisdom that I was reminded of recently by an article in World magazine is in the whole debate 

over spanking.  It’s pretty clear that the Bible teaches that physical punishment is an acceptable form 

of discipline; not the only form, of course, but one that’s acceptable or even encouraged, and I think 

that probably for most of the 2000 year history of the church, there hasn’t been much question in 

Christian circles that this is the case; so we have verses like Proverbs 23:13-14 that say, “Do not 

withhold discipline from a child; if you punish him with the rod, he will not die.  Punish him with the 

rod and save his soul from death.”  (Understand now that we’re talking about physical punishment 

carried out in love, within Biblical boundaries, not about reckless beatings in anger or rage that 

constitute child abuse and not Biblical discipline.)  But for probably at least a decade or two now, 

spanking has been increasingly frowned upon in our society as a form of child abuse.  At least part of 

the rationale behind this seems to be the notion that spanking teaches children to be violent, so if they 

were spanked earlier in life, they will learn to resolve problems later in life by resorting to violence.  

Now the basic assumption underlying all this is the idea that children are naturally good and, unless 

they are ruined by bad parenting, will naturally build a better world.  So you have people like Dr. 

Aletha Solter, founder of the Aware Parenting Institute saying things like, “What happens in each 

home is at the root of world peace.  If we’re going to be hitting children, they’re going to go around 

wanting to hit and hurt other people.  If we raise them with gentle discipline, then we’re creating a 

gentle world.”  I hope you realize that this point of view is, of course, totally contrary to the Biblical 

understanding of mankind, which says that we are not born naturally good, but naturally sinful.  People 

are not violent because they started off naturally good but were corrupted by external influences; they 

are violent first and foremost because the there is within each of us, in our sinful nature, natural 

tendencies to selfishness and jealousy and anger and lust and malice and greed and hostility that 

ultimately can come to the surface in the form of violence or as any number of other sins.  So this 

struck me as a good example of how worldly wisdom is opposed to the wisdom of God, as revealed in 

His Word.  Now, it doesn’t surprise me that the world thinks this way… we wouldn’t expect it to think 
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any differently.  What surprises me is how more and more Christians are rejecting what God has 

revealed on this matter and buying into the wisdom of this age.  Our church had a seminar put on 

several years ago by someone who is apparently a well-respected Christian counselor.  One of the 

slides in his handouts said, “Spanking – Short-term gain for long-term pain.”  This made me do a 

double-take when I read it because the Bible’s perspective on spanking, as seen in verses like Proverbs 

23:13-14, is ‘short-term pain for long-term gain’, not vice versa.  So what he was teaching was not the 

wisdom of God, but the exact opposite; he was teaching nothing more and nothing less than the 

wisdom of the world, and yet Christians were not only lapping it up, but even praising him for his 

wisdom. 

 

Brothers and sisters, it should not be so.  The message of wisdom we are to hear is not the 

wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age.  Rather, we are to forsake the wisdom of the world and 

take up instead the wisdom of God.  Remember, it was because of their reliance on worldly wisdom 

that Paul scolded the Corinthian believers for being immature and worldly in 1 Cor. 3.  In the same 

way, reliance on worldly wisdom will keep believers today as mere infants in Christ.  That’s why Paul 

writes in 1 Cor. 3:18-20, 

 

“Do not deceive yourselves.  If anyone of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he 

should become a ‘fool’ so that he may become wise.  For the wisdom of this world is 

foolishness in God’s sight.  As it is written, ‘He catches the wise in their craftiness’; and again, 

‘The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.’” 

 

 So if we are to grow in the mind of Christ, we need to forsake the wisdom of the world and 

become ‘fools’, that is, embrace the wisdom of God, so that we may truly become wise. 

 

 Thirdly, if we are to grow in the mind of Christ, we need to immerse ourselves in the Word of 

God, replacing the world’s wisdom in our minds with God’s wisdom.  Paul writes in 1 Cor 2:9-13: 

 

“’No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those 

who love Him’ – but God has revealed it to us by His Spirit.  The Spirit searches all things, 

even the deep things of God.  For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the 

man’s spirit within him?  In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit 

of God.  We have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we 
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may understand what God has freely given us.  This is what we speak, not in words taught us 

by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual 

words.” 

 

 We saw earlier that God has revealed His mind to us through the Holy Spirit, so that we who 

have the Holy Spirit living in us have the mind of Christ.  Paul goes on to say in v.13 that the Holy 

Spirit has revealed the mind of God to us “not in words taught us by human wisdom, but in words 

taught by the Spirit…”  What are these words taught by the Spirit, that reveal to us the mind of God?  

They’re the Scriptures.  The apostle Peter basically says the same thing in 2 Peter 1:20 when he writes:  

 

“Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s 

own interpretation.  For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man [or in words of 

human wisdom], but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”  

 

So the Holy Spirit has revealed the mind of God to us in words taught by the Spirit, that is, the 

Holy Spirit reveals the mind of God to us through the Scriptures.  Proverbs 2, which we meditated on 

in the devotional time this morning, says the same thing again in a slightly different way; Proverbs 2:6 

says that “the LORD gives wisdom, and from His mouth come knowledge and understanding.”  

Wisdom, knowledge and understanding come from the mouth of the Lord.  What does that mean?  

What is it that comes from the mouth of the Lord?  Well, if you link that to what Jesus said to Satan in 

Matthew 4, you have the answer.  What did Jesus say to Satan?  He said, “It is written: ‘Man does not 

live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”  What is it that comes 

from the mouth of God that we need to live on? It’s Scripture, the Word of God!  When Proverbs says 

that knowledge and understanding come from the mouth of God, it means that these come through 

Scripture. 

 

But not only has the Holy Spirit given us Scriptures; Paul tells us in 1 Cor. 2:12 that the Holy 

Spirit also helps us to understand the Scriptures. “We have not received the spirit of the world, but the 

Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us.”  This is not to say that 

God doesn’t also work through gifted teachers and pastors to help us understand Scripture better, but 

that through the Holy Spirit, we gain understanding of spiritual truths that we otherwise would not be 

able to access without the Spirit working in our lives. 
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 So, if we are to grow to maturity in the mind of Christ, or to put it another way, if we are to 

truly grow wise, we need to study the Scriptures and meditate on them with the aid and illumination of 

the Holy Spirit, because that’s where the mind of God is revealed.  But this requires effort and work on 

our part.  All of us have had to study for exams at school, and we know it doesn’t just happen by 

falling asleep on the book and having the information seep into your brain by osmosis.  In the same 

way, the Holy Spirit doesn’t just infuse knowledge of the things of God into our minds apart from our 

study of the Scriptures, but rather, through our studying the Scriptures – and this requires effort and 

hard work on our part.  That’s why Proverbs 2 says that even though it is God who gives wisdom, we 

still need to look for it as we would look for silver and search for it as we would search for hidden 

treasure.  In the parable of the wise and foolish builders, Jesus compares it to digging down deep into 

bedrock.  I don’t know how many of you have had to dig holes in the ground to plant a tree or for some 

other reason, but that’s hard work, even to dig into soil.  But to dig into rock, and to dig into rock deep 

and wide enough to lay a foundation for a house!  That takes real effort.  That should be a picture of 

the way we deal with the word of God… digging deep to build our lives on a solid foundation of truth.   

 

 But lest I give you the wrong impression, though we should work hard to study and know 

God’s Word, this isn’t something that we should think of as onerous or just as a chore.  When we come 

to study the Word, we should come with an attitude of anticipation and excitement, of wonder and 

delight.  What the Psalmist wrote of himself in Psalm 119:103 should also be true of us: “How sweet 

are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!”  When we come to the word, we should 

come, as Proverbs 2 put it, like one looking for silver or searching for hidden treasure, because that’s 

exactly what we’re doing whenever we study the Bible.  We’re looking, as Paul writes in Corinthians, 

into the deep things of God, God’s secret wisdom that the Spirit has searched out of the mind of God 

and has revealed to us in the Word. 

  

Many of us, myself included, have spent so much time and effort studying for a degree or for 

our profession.  We’ve put in countless hours poring over books, memorizing even the smallest details 

that we think might be useful… and there’s nothing necessarily wrong with that.  And yet, by way of 

comparison, how much time do we spend in God’s Word?  How carefully do we really study it?  How 

many of us, though we may have been believers for many years, remain infants, still needing milk and 

not yet ready for solid food, because we have not by constant use of the Scriptures trained ourselves to 

distinguish good from evil and therefore continue to live according to worldly wisdom?  If we invest 

so much time and energy into something that we hope will carry us through maybe 30 or 40 years, how 
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much more should we be willing to invest into something that has value not just for this life but for all 

eternity? 

 

So if we are to grow to maturity in the mind of Christ, we need to immerse ourselves in His 

Word and let it challenge our thoughts, renew our minds, and change our lives. 

 

 

How should we then live? 

 This brings us then to the last question for this morning which is, “How should we then live?”  

How do we apply these things to our minds and to our lives, so that we don’t ‘waste our minds’ but 

instead grow into maturity in the mind of Christ?  I think the answers are probably pretty obvious. 

 

 We’ve seen this morning that all of us who have come to faith in Jesus Christ possess to some 

degree the mind of Christ, through the work of the Holy Spirit in us.  We have that ability to see and 

understand things from Christ’s perspective because the Holy Spirit lives in us, so that we do not reject 

the things of God, but instead, receive them gladly… but we’ve also seen that not all believers possess 

this mind to the same degree, but that there is a need to grow in this mind of Christ.  If we are to grow 

in the mind of Christ, we need to set our minds and our affections on what the Spirit desires, rather 

than on what the sinful nature desires.  We need to grow in holiness because true wisdom and 

understanding cannot be separated from holiness.  We need also to forsake the wisdom of the world 

and instead embrace the wisdom of God as revealed in the Scriptures.  And if we are to do this, we 

need to immerse ourselves in the Scriptures and delight in the hard work of searching out the riches of 

God’s wisdom in His Word, and applying what we learn to our lives. 

 

 But these are not things that we should do just for a weekend, or for a week or a month; these 

are things that we need to do consistently and constantly, and more and more as the days go by.  It 

needs to be a lifestyle and an outlook on all of life – some would call it a worldview.  As Hebrews 

5:13-14 says, “Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching 

about righteousness.  But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to 

distinguish good from evil.”  Our text for the morning says in v.15 that the spiritual man makes 

judgments about all things, that is, that he constantly tests and appraises everything in his life, not by 

the changing standards of the world, but by the true standard of God’s wisdom revealed in Scripture.  
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In the same way, as we study the Word, we need by constant use to let it daily inform our thoughts and 

desires so that we can rightly assess ourselves and the world around us.   

 

And when we find something in God’s Word that after careful study cuts across the grain of 

what we thought to be right based on our own human understanding or based on what everyone around 

us is saying or doing, how should we respond?  Do we say, “Well, the Bible was written 2000 years 

ago; that was then, this is now?  Times have changed?  Or, I’m different, so that doesn’t apply to me?”  

If we do that, we’re in reality telling God that we know better than Him.  But Paul says in v.16, “For 

who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?”  In other words, we’re in no position 

to teach God anything; but when we disregard His word in favor of our own thoughts and desires, isn’t 

that what we’re doing?  We’re in effect saying, “God, you’ve missed the boat on this, so let me teach 

you something here…” 

 

No, this is not the way it should be.  Whenever we come across something in God’s Word that 

differs from our own wisdom, we need to forsake our wisdom and instead let God in His wisdom 

change the way we think and the things we desire.  As we learn to submit to the wisdom of God as a 

daily way of life, the Holy Spirit will transform us by renewing our minds.  To some, maybe even to 

some Christians, we might seem to be getting more and more foolish, what does it matter?  The 

wisdom of the world is coming to nothing, and Paul says that we who are spiritual will be subject to no 

man’s judgment.  The only judgment that counts is God’s… and as we live each day renewed and 

transformed by the mind of Christ, we will be well pleasing to Him, our thoughts and lives giving Him 

the glory He deserves. 
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