
Saturday evening session – The Wisdom of God and the Wisdom of Man 
1 Corinthians 1:17-2:5 

 
For review: 
-What does it mean that God is wise? 

-God knows the best goals and the best means to achieve those goals 
 
 
-From the Scriptures we studied this morning, what does the Bible say about God’s wisdom compared with 
Man’s? 

-His wisdom and ways are immeasurably higher than ours; His wisdom is unfathomable; no one can presume to instruct Him 
 

 
 -What are some ways God’s wisdom is displayed? 

-in Creation, in His providence, in history, in the Church, in the message of the Gospel, in the person of Jesus Christ 
 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 1:17 - 2:5 
-How does mankind in its natural, fallen state respond to God’s wisdom, as seen in its response to the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ? 

-rejects it as foolishness (v.18) – sees the Gospel either as a stumbling block or as foolishness (v.23) 
-sets up its own ‘wisdom’ apart from God (v.19-20) and in rebellion against Him (v.21) 
 
 

-Why does mankind respond to God’s wisdom this way? 
 
 -Colossians 1:21 

-minds are alienated from God and opposed to Him because of our sin/evil behavior 
 

 -Romans 8:5-8 
-minds are set on what the sinful nature desires; is therefore hostile to God and does not submit to His law 

 
 
 -Romans 1:18-23, 28 

-mankind’s thinking became futile & hearts became darkened because they suppressed God’s truth by their wickedness 
(v.18); refused to give glory or thanks to Him (v.21) 
 -claimed to be wise, but actually became fools (v.22) 
-therefore, God gave them over to a depraved mind that goes even deeper into sin (v.28) (thus, even further removed 
from God 
 
 

 -Ephesians 4:17-18 
 -futile thinking, darkened understanding, separated from the life of God because of ignorance 

-caused by hardness of heart 
 

-2 Corinthians 4:4 
 -their minds are blinded by Satan so they cannot see the glory of God 

 
 
 
-How does God view mankind’s ‘wisdom,’ and how has He responded to it? (1 Cor. 1:18-31; see also 1 Cor. 
3:19-20) 
 

-sees it as foolish and futile (1 Cor 3:19-20) 
 -destined to perish/be destroyed (v.18-20) because it does not achieve the best end (i.e. knowing God) (v.21) 
 
-God responded to human wisdom by showing its utter foolishness and futility (v.18-31) 
 -did so by choosing a means of salvation that seemed foolish to the ‘wise’ (v.18-25) 
 -God also chose to save those who seemed worthless/foolish in the eyes of the world (v.26-28) 

-something that the wise, the scholar, the philosopher could not attain with all their worldly wisdom – thus, 
their ‘wisdom’ couldn’t even measure up to that which they perceived to be foolish 

-in so doing, showed His ‘foolishness’ to be infinitely wiser than Man’s wisdom and His ‘weakness’ infinitely stronger 
than Man’s strength 

 
 -God did this so no one could boast before Him (v.29) 

-implication is that Man’s wisdom seeks to exalt Man, rather than God (cf. Rom. 1:18-23) – i.e. chooses the wrong ends 
and is therefore foolish and does not lead to the knowledge of God 
 



-What is the result of reliance on our own human wisdom rather than on God’s? (1 Cor. 1:17-21, 2:5, 3:18-20; 
see also Romans 8:6-8) 
 

-empties the Cross of its power; prevents God’s wisdom and power from being displayed 
-results ultimately in frustration (1:19), futility (3:20), and death (Rom 8:6) 
-does not lead to knowledge of God (1:21) or to pleasing Him (Rom 8:8) 
 

 
-How can we attain true wisdom? 
 
 -1 Corinthians 3:18-20 

-need to become ‘fools’ – i.e. to stop relying on our own worldly wisdom and instead, to submit to God’s wisdom 
-first step is to submit our lives to Jesus Christ – foolishness to the world, but in reality, the power of God and 
the wisdom of God (1 Cor 1:24,30) 

 
 
 -Proverbs 9:10 

-fear God and seek to know Him as His ways – the beginning of true wisdom and understanding 
 -fear = reverence, fear of offending Him – i.e. desire to please Him in everything 
 -with this attitude, it follows logically that we would seek to think like Him and make His goals ours 

 
 
 -James 1:5 

-humble self before God; confess own lack of wisdom and ask Him to be our supply 
 
 

 
-Psalm 119:97-100 

-meditate on the Word of God and obey it – Scripture reveals the mind of God 
 

 
 
 

 
Reflection and Application 
Though God alone is all wise, mankind has, since the Fall, rejected the wisdom of God as foolishness.  Having minds alienated from God 
because of their evil behavior, men and women since Adam and Eve have knowingly suppressed the truth of God and hardened their hearts 
against Him and against His law.  As a result, though claiming to be wise, mankind’s thoughts became futile and their hearts and minds 
became foolish and darkened, unwilling and unable to see the wisdom and glory of God, as demonstrated most vividly in their rejection of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  And so it pleased God through the ‘foolishness’ of the message of the Cross to save those who believe in Jesus 
Christ, thus showing His ‘foolishness’ to be immeasurably wiser than Man’s wisdom, and His ‘weakness’, infinitely more powerful than Man’s 
strength (1 Cor. 1:21-25). 
 
In whose wisdom are you placing your trust?  Are you going through life relying on your own wisdom and that of the world, rejecting the 
wisdom of God?  If so, consider carefully Scripture’s warning that the end of this way of life is futility and death.  Look instead to Jesus 
Christ, the very wisdom and power of God, who alone can save you and bring you into life that is truly life.  If you have already placed your 
trust in Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, are you walking every day in the wisdom of God, or are you falling back to relying on worldly 
wisdom that is foolishness in God’s eyes?  Seek to live every moment and in every circumstance in the wisdom He provides through His 
Word. 


