
Session 2 - A People Belonging to God - God’s expectation for the Church 
 
We spent some time this morning thinking about why God is calling people (i.e. the Church) to Himself.  We will spend some time this 
evening thinking about what God’s people are called to, and what His expectations are for His people, in light of His calling. 
 
Review: From this morning, what are some of the reasons God is calling a people for Himself? 
 -for the praise of His glory and grace 
 -because of His love and mercy 
 -because of His faithfulness to His promises 
 -for His good purposes, and for His pleasure 
 -to display His wisdom 
 -for His renown 
 
 
What benefits does God call His people to? 
 
 -Exodus 19:3-6 
  -to be a treasured possession - enjoying a special relationship with God 
  -to be a kingdom of priests 
  -to be a holy nation - set apart for God 
  

-1 Peter 2:9-10 (cf. Exodus 19:3-6) 
 -to be a Royal priesthood 
 -to be a holy nation 
 -to be a people belonging to God 
 -called out of darkness into light 
 -called to receive mercy 

 
 -Ephesians 1:3-8 
  -to receive every spiritual blessing in Christ 
  -to be holy and blameless in his sight 
  -to be adopted as sons 
  -redemption, forgiveness of sins, riches of His grace lavished on us 
 
 -Ephesians 1:18 
  -to receive a glorious hope, and the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints 
 
 -1 Corinthians 1:9 
  -to fellowship with Jesus Christ (and with Himself, through Christ) 
 
 -1 Timothy 6:12 
  -called to eternal life 
 
 -Romans 8:17 
  -to share in His glory 
  -to be heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ 
  -(also, to share in Christ’s sufferings) 
  
 
What expectations and responsibilities stem from God’s calling? 
 
 -1 Peter 2:9-12 
  -to declare His praises (v.9) 
  -to live lives that bring glory to God (by abstaining from sinful desires, by living such good lives…) (v.11-12) 
   -vv.11-12 directly linked to our calling in  preceding verses (9-10) 
 
 -1 Peter 1:2 
  -called for obedience to Jesus Christ 



 
 -1 Corinthians 1:2 
  - called to be holy 
 
 -Ephesians 2:10 
  -created in Christ to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do 
 
 -1 Peter 2:18-21, 3:8-9 
  -“To this you were called…” (2:21, 3:9) - i.e. to suffer for doing good, that Christ might be magnified in you 
  -not to repay evil with evil, but with blessing 
  -to live in harmony, be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate & humble… to this you were called (3:8-9) 
 
 -Colossians 3:12-14 
  -As God’s chosen people, be compassionate, kind, humble, gentle, patient, forbearing, forgiving, loving 
 
 -Colossians 3:15 
  -called to peace, as members of one body 
  -called to be thankful 
 

-2 Thessalonians 2:13-15 
 -“we ought always to give thanks for you, brothers… because from the beginning God chose you…” 
 -because God chose them, stand firm and hold fast to the apostolic teachings 
 
-1 Samuel 12:22-24 
 -God made Israel His own, so Samuel must pray for them and teach them what is right 
 -to be sure to fear the Lord and serve Him faithfully 
 -to remember all the Lord has done for us 

 
 
Reflection and application 
God’s calls His people to tremendous blessing, but also to tremendous responsibility.  We are called to declare His praises not only with 
our lips, but with holy lives of obedience to Him, even to the point of suffering unjustly for His sake, that His glory might be made known 
in us.  In our relationships, we are called to live in harmony and peace with one another, to love and forgive one another, and to give 
thanks and pray continually for those whom He has called.  Why?  Because God loves them and has chosen them to be a people for the 
praise of His glory; thus, we too must love them and work to see God’s purposes accomplished in their lives. 
 
Think back to the story about Charity from this morning.   How might you answer her, from what you’ve learned today?  Have you been 
guilty of similar attitudes?  
 
What changes do you need to make in your life or in your attitudes, so that you might bring glory to Him who called you? 
 


