
Session 1 - The God of Glory - God’s motivation for the Church 
 
Spend some time in your groups introducing yourselves, sharing why you attend church and how you came to the church you currently 
attend.  If you’re not attending a church, share about your background and about why & how you’ve come to attend this retreat. 
 
 
Charity is a young woman who used to be very active in church, but who has stopped coming for the past 6 months.  You’ve tried to 
contact her many times, but she isn’t answering calls or e-mails.  One day, you bump into her.  She seems happy to see you, so you go 
for coffee.  As you chat, the conversation turns to why she left the church, and to which church she’s attending.  She tells you frankly that 
she left because some people said and did some things that offended her.  She says that she’s not attending another church, but that 
that’s OK, because her needs have changed, and she can follow Jesus just as well on her own anyways, using some stuff she found on 
the internet.  What would you say to Charity? 
 
 
The Bible is the account of how God is calling a people to Himself - the nation of Israel in the OT, and the Church in the NT - a process 
that continues to this very day.  We’ll be spending today’s sessions thinking briefly about why God calls a people to Himself, and what He 
expects of His people. 
 
 
Why has God chosen and called a people to Himself? 
 
 -Ephesians 1:3-14 
  -because of His love (v.4) 
  -it pleased Him to do so (v.5, 9) 
  -for His good purposes, in accordance with His will (v.5,9,11) 
  -to the praise of His glorious grace (v.6) 
  -for the praise of His glory (v.12,14) 
  -to bring everything under one head (v.10) i.e. Christ [thus bringing glory to Him] 
 
 -Ephesians 2:4-7 
  -because of His great love for us (v.4) 
  -because of His rich mercy (v.4) 
  -because of His kindness (v.7) 
  -to display the incomparable riches of His grace in the ages to come (v.7) 
 
 -Ephesians 3:10 
  -that His manifold wisdom might be made known through the Church (!!) 
 

-Isaiah 43:6-7, 20-21 
 -for His glory 
 -that they may proclaim His praise 
 
-Jeremiah 13:11 
 -for His renown, praise, and honor 
 

 -1 Peter 2:9-10 
  -to declare His praises 
  -to serve Him (as a priesthood) 
 

-1 Thessalonians 1:4; Jude 1:1 
 -because He loved us 

 
 -Deuteronomy 7:6-8 
  -because He loved them (v.8) - He loved them (v.7) because He loved them (v.8)! 
  -because He is faithful (v.8) 
 
 
What role do our efforts and abilities play in God’s calling? 



 
 -Deuteronomy 7:6-8 
  -not because of their own greatness, but because of His love and faithfulness 
 
 
 -Romans 9:10-12 (background: Genesis 25:21-23) 
  -Jacob chosen instead of Esau before they were born or had done anything good or bad 
 
 -2 Timothy 1:8-9 
  -called not because of anything we had done, but because of His own purpose and grace 
  -called even before time began! (thus, not by our works) 
 
 
Why does God leave Man’s abilities and efforts out of the process of His calling? 
 
 -1 Corinthians 1:26-31 
  -to destroy human pride and undercut all grounds for self-righteousness and boasting 
  -to focus the glory (boasting) where it rightly belongs - on Him, and on Him alone 
 
 
Reflection & application 
Christians often go astray because, self-centered as we naturally are, we think that Church is about us and about meeting our needs.  
Thus, many leave when they are offended by someone, or when they don’t feel their ‘needs’ are being met.  While it is a glorious truth 
that our deepest needs will indeed be met in as we seek Christ first and as we grow together in the Body of Christ, the fact is that the 
Church - the people of God - exists first and foremost, not for us or to meet our needs, but for God, and to magnify the riches of His 
glory.  Keeping this truth in mind will help keep us in our proper place, and free us to enjoy the incomparable riches of His grace, 
regardless of what may be going on around us. 
 
In light of what you’ve learned about God’s reasons for calling His people, do you need to change your attitudes or actions towards 
others in the Church? 


