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Introduction: 
We continue our study of Christ’s teachings on a Christian’s righteousness and the illustrations that He provided in the Sermon on the 
Mount.  As we have already seen, Christ presents the disciples with the standard of righteousness of that day – the righteousness of the 
Pharisees and teachers of the law.   He then presents an antithesis in His own authority – explaining the true breadth and spirit of the law.  
In each case, the Pharisees and teachers of the law modified the Mosaic teachings to something they could more easily keep – they limited 
prohibitions and widened allowances to mask their sinful hearts.  It is the attitude of our hearts that is the focus of the Kingdom standard 
of righteousness.   
 

“For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses tha  of the Pharisees and the teachers 
of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven” – Matt 5 20

t
:  

Read Matt 5:21-37. 
 
“Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce…” 
 
Following immediately after Christ’s teaching on adultery, He moves on to the issue of divorce… 
 
Read Deut 24:1-4.  What did the Mosaic regulations on divorce teach?  How did the Pharisees and teachers of 
the law manipulate the OT teaching on divorce? (v.31; cf. Matt 19:3)  

 
Deut 24:1-4 – The focus of the passage is on REMARRIAGE after divorce.  That once a man divorces his wife, if the wife is divorces 
by a second husband, the first husband is not to remarry.   
 
Emphasis was on the “displeasing” and “indecent” characteristics of the wife which would permit divorce and on providing necessary 
documentation.  There were 2 schools of thought: 
- Rabbi Shammai – grounds for divorce: some grave indecent matrimonial offence 
- Rabbi Hillel – grounds for divorce: any cause including trivial “offences” (eg. burning food, plain looks) 

 Pharisees & teacher of the law likely had adopted the teachings of Rabbi Hillel (cf Matt 19:3) 
 certificate of divorce was to protect the woman from being accused as an adulterer – punishable by stoning 

 
Christ gives a fuller presentation of this teaching in Matthew 19:1-9.   
  
 How does Christ respond to the question raised by the Pharisees and teachers of the law?  

 
He does not answer their question – instead he redirects them to God’s creation of mankind as male and female and the institution of 
marriage…   
 

 What is God’s design for marriage?  What important characteristics define marriage?  (see 19:6; cf. Gen 1:27; 2:24) 
  
Gen 1:27 – “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.” 
Gen 2:24 – “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 
v.6: “So they are no longer two, but one.  Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate” 
 

 PERMENANT and EXCLUSIVE – joined by GOD 
 

 What is Christ’s teaching on divorce?  Did God command people to divorce?  (see 19:7-9; Malachi 2:16) 
 

 Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits ADULTERY- ONLY exception: divorce for marital unfaithfulness 
 
Moses PERMITTED (did not COMMAND) divorce because the people’s hearts were hard with sin  divorce was permitted with 
restriction to control the chaos that existed with women divorced “for any reason” resulting adultery before the eyes of the Lord. 
 
Malachi 2:16 – “’I hate divorce,’ says the LORD God of Israel, ‘and I hate a man's covering himself with violence as well as with his 
garment,’ says the LORD Almighty.  So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith.”   

 as marriage was intended to image-forth the relationship of Christ and the church and was a union instituted and validated by God, 
any perversion of that covenant (adultery, divorce) was detestable to God 
 

For further thought:  
- How are we to approach conflict in marriage?  What should be our primary goal?   
 (see Jeremiah 2-4; Hosea 2:1-23; Matt 19:1-9; 1 Cor 7:10)  
We are to bring first a message of God’s view of marriage and the gospel of reconciliation (set forth in the example of God and Israel) 



“Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord…” 
 
According to OT teachings, what is the purpose of oaths? (see Lev 19:12; Num 30:2; Deut 6:13, 23:21-23) 

 
Lev 19:12 / Num 30:2 / Deut 23:21 – must not swear falsely by God’s name – taking God’s name in vain – will be held 
 accountable by the Lord: “for the Lord your God will certainly demand it of you and you will be guilty of sin” 
Deut 6:13 – we are to have a proper fear of the Lord – not to swear by any other gods. 
 
Martyn Lloyd-Jones:  
 - to bride man’s proneness (as a result of sin and the fall) to LYING 
 - to restrict oath-taking to serious and important matters, stressing their relationship to God 
 

How did the Pharisees and teachers of the law obscure the OT teaching? (vv.34-36; cf. Matt 23:16-22) 
 
Pharisee and teachers of the law had established a set of rules (MISHNAH) to draw distinction between oaths that were BINDING (and 
others that were NOT binding) – see Matt 23:16-22 
 
Reduced perjury (breaking oaths) – by restricting its definition 
 
 
 

What is the kingdom standard that Christ lays down in vv.34-37? (cf. James 5:12, John 8:44-45)   
 

 TRUTHFULLNESS – “Do not swear at all… Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No’…” 
 “…anything beyond this comes from the evil one.” 

 
James 5:12 – parallel to Jesus’ teaching – context: patience in suffering…”because the Lord’s coming is near” 
John 8:44-45 – “You belong to the father, the devil and you want to carry out your father’s desire… when he lies, he speaks his 
native language for he is a liar and he is the FATHER OF LIES” 
John 14:6 - “Jesus answered, “I am the way and the TRUTH and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”  

 
For further thought:  

t t  

 

 

 
Is Christ’s prohibition of swearing an oath absolute?   
  
 - God’s use of oaths: Gen 22:16,17; cf. Heb 6:13-18; cf. Num 23:19 

 
 

 - Paul’s example: Rom 1:9; 2 Cor 1:23; 1 Thess 2:5.10; cf Phil 1:8 
 
 

 - Christ’s example: Matt 26:62-64 
 
 

 “If divorce is due to human hard-hear edness, swearing is due to human untruthfulness.  Bo h were
permitted by the law; neither was commanded; neither should be necessary.” – John Stott, p.101 

“But surely to tell a lie is as bad as perjury, for, as Christians, we should always 
speak as in the presence of God” – Martyn Lloyd-Jones, p.237 

 
 

Reflection and Application 
Christ’s response to the question of the Pharisees and teachers of the law concerning divorce further highlights a key aspect of Kingdom 
righteousness.  It is not merely a list of superficial restrictions and prohibitions, rather, it is a standard that is positive and deals with your 
heart and God’s purposes.  Christ presents a higher view of marriage that is foundational to the allowance of divorce ONLY in the setting of 
marital unfaithfulness – marriage as an institution established by God (not man) from creation.  This covenant relationship was often used 
to describe the relationship between God and Israel – both in God’s faithfulness and Israel unfaithfulness.  This same covenant relationship 
would later be described by Paul as a “mystery” as its establishment points the world to Christ’s relationship with the church (Eph 5:32).  
With this high calling it is no wonder why lust and divorce would be detestable in God’s sight.  Christ presents a standard of truthfulness 
that makes the giving of oaths unnecessary.  We are taught that simple honesty in our speech reveals who we serve – the father of lies or 
Jesus who is the truth.  Martyn Lloyd-Jones reminds us that ultimately we speak (and live) n the presence of God. i
 
Realizing that we live in the presence of a Holy God, how does this higher standard challenge you today?   
 
Do you need to “raise the bar” on your view of marriage?  Does this have implications for your view of dating? 
 
Are you known as someone who keeps their word?  Are “white lies” and broken commitments the norm in your daily life? 


