
Matthew 5:3-12 - A Christian’s Character (Part 2) 
Friday, November 19th, 2004 
 
 

Introduction: 
In Part 1 of this study, we were introduced to Christ’s description of a true disciple.  We have seen that these beatitudes are statements of 
blessedness for the spiritually bankrupt who mourn over sin, meekly place their faith in the Lord, and hunger and thirst to be like Christ 
(Matt 5:3-6).  They are those who have been made new by the cleansing work of the Christ’s shed blood and are being made perfect by the 
renewing work of the Holy Spirit.  As we will see today, their emptiness will be replaced by mercy, purity of heart and peacemaking.  And 
though they will face persecution, their reward will be salvation! 
 
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
 
Read Luke 10:25-37.  How does one who is merciful respond internally and externally?  What is the extent of 
this mercy? 
 
 
 
Why is showing mercy necessary for those who wish to be shown mercy by God?  (cf 6:12,14;  Matt 18:21-35) 
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“If I am not merciful there is only one explanation:  I have never understood the grace and the mercy of God;  I am outside of
Christ;  I am yet in my sins, I am unforgiven” – Martyn Lloyd-Jones, p89 

 
“But for the g ace of God, there go I…” 

 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 
What does it mean to be “pure in heart”?  

 
- Psalm 24:3-4:  
 
 
- James 4:4-8; Matt 22:37-38: 
 
 
 

What does it mean to “see God”? 
 
- in the present? (Psalm 27:7-9; 1 Peter 1:3-8; Hebrews 11:24-27; Eph 1:18) 
 
 
- in eternity? (1 Cor 13:12; 1 John 3:2-3; Rev 21:23) 
 
 
 

Why must one be pure in heart to see God? (1 John 1:5-7; Heb 12:14) 
 
 
 
How is this possible? 

 
- Psalm 51:7-12; Titus 2:11-14 
 
 
- Rom 8:13; Phil 2:13 

 



“Only the pure in heart will see God, see him now with the eye of faith and see his glory in the hereafter, for only the utterly 
sincere can bear the dazzling vision in whose light the darkness of deceit must vanish and by whose fire all shams are burned up” 

– John Stott, p.49 
 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. 
 
How do we become sons of God?  (John 1:12-13, Gal 3:26; Rom 8:14) 
 
 
 
Why are true sons of God also peacemakers? 

 
- 1 Thes 5:23; Heb 13:20: 
 
 
- 2 Cor 5:17-19; Col 1:19-20: 
 
 
 

How do we become peacemakers?  What does this mean practically? (recall: Rom 8:14; Gal 5:22-23; Matt 5:43-47) 
 
 
 
For further thought: 
Is peace always possible?  Is Jesus teaching us to pursue peace at any cost?  (see Rom 12:18; 1 Cor 11:18-19; Matt 5:9; 10:34) 
 
 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,  
 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.   
 
Read 2 Tim 3:12.  Why should those who follow Christ expect persecution?  (cf John 15:18-25)  
 
 
 
What is to be the expected reaction of one who is persecuted because of righteousness?  Why?  (vv. 11-12; cf 1 
Peter 4:12-14) 
 
 
 
 
Reflection and Application 
 
“One a ter the other the beatitudes tell us that the blessings of 
eternity will be given only to those who have become new 
creatures.  Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy   
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.  Bless are 
the peacemakers, for they shall be ca led the sons of God.  
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If we don’t obtain mercy, we receive judgment.  If we don’t see 
God, we are not in heaven.  If we aren’t called the sons of God, 
we are outside the family.  n other words these are all 
descrip ions of final salva ion.  And these are promised only to the
merciful, the pure in heart, and the peacemakers.” – John Piper 
 
Are you merciful?  Are you pure in heart?  Are you a peacemaker?  
Are you persecuted?  If not, the implications are eternal.  Turn in 
faith and repentance to your only hope, Christ – who was 
perfectly merciful, pure, and restored peace between man and 
God through His redeeming blood – and the power of the Holy 
Spirit “who works in you to will and to act according to his good 
purpose”. (Phil 2:14)  Then, as one who is redeemed, give thanks 
to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever!!  

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
his love endures forever. 

Let the redeemed of the LORD say this – 
those he redeemed from the hand of the foe… 

 

They were hungry and thirsty
and their lives ebbed away. 

Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, 
and he delivered them from their distress. 

He led them by a straight way
to a city where they could settle. 

Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love 
and his wonderful deeds for men, 

for he satisfies the thirsty 
and fills the hungry with good things. 

 

- Psalm 107:1-2,5-9 


