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Introduction: 
In our last study, we left off with Christ’s challenge to those who would be His disciples (v.20): “For I tell you that unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven”.  The remainder of chapter 
5 is comprised of Jesus’ illustrations on this Kingdom righteousness. 
 
Read Matt 5:17-30. 
 
“Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment” 
 
In each of his 6 illustrations, Jesus begins with a similar phrase to v 21: “You have heard that is was said to the 
people long ago…”.  Whose teachings is Christ challenging? (see Exodus 20:13, Numbers 35:30-31; recall Matt 5:17-20) 
 
- 2 possibilities: teachings of the Pharisees vs. Mosaic law 
- from Ex 20:13, Num 35:30-31 – no apparent contradiction 
- from Matt 5:17-20 – Jesus would be contradicting himself if he was challenging the Mosaic Law 
 
 
What is remarkable about the way Jesus begins his next statement: “But I tell you…”?   
 
- claims the authority of God – to give new understanding / restore the Spirit of the Law 
 
 
From Christ’s statement, what was wrong with the teachings of the Pharisees and Scribes?  What did Christ 
teach about the true Spirit of the law? (see Luke 16:15; cf. 1 John 3:11-15) 
 
- Pharisees had LIMITED the commandment to refer only to the act of murder 
- Christ WIDENS, points to the heart – that anyone who HATES his brother is guilty of murder – included deeds, anger, and insults 
- 1 John 3:11-15 - we are POSITIVELY told to love on another (v. 11)  
 - recall: second to greatest command: “that you LOVE ONE-ANOTHER”   
 - recall: blessed are the peacemakers, blessed are the merciful 
 - v. 13 – do not be surprised if the world HATES you 
 - v. 14 – love for brother = evidence of salvation 
- Pharisees had also limited the penalty to judgment in front of the local magistrate – from Christ’s words, we see that (as love for bother is 
evidence of salvation), hatred or contempt for another will lead to eternal judgment 
- Raca – aramaic term of contempt; More – Greek for “fool” 
 
How does the depth and eternal consequence of this righteousness influence our dealings with those we have 
offended?  How should it influence our preparation for worship? (vv.23-25)   
 
- there should be an URGENCY to reconcile so much as it is in our ability to do so… 
- if we have caused others to sin, serious consequence – out worship is unacceptable and God is HOLY 
 
 
For further thought:  
- Are we responsible for all anger? (cf. Matt 5:9,10-12; Rom 12:8) 
- Is all anger sin?  (see James 1:19, Eph 4:26-27) 
 
 

“Do not commit adultery” 
 
How had the Pharisees narrowed requirements of the law?  What is the Kingdom standard?  (see Exodus 20:14,17) 
 
- limited sin to the fornication alone 
- again, God looks on the HEART – lust – He has ALWAYS had this standard: “Do not COVET YOUR NEIGHBOR’S WIFE” 
- recall: blessed are the PURE IN HEART 



 
How does a limited or narrowed definition of sin reflect one’s attitude toward sin?  Toward righteousness?  
 
- SIN: don’t see seriousness of sin (& holiness of God) 
- RIGHTEOUSNESS: just outward rules to be kept 
 
 
What can we discern of God’s view of sin (ie. His holiness) from Christ’s teaching in vv. 29-30? 
 
- NOTHING is to be more precious than your relationship with God and His glory. 
- the consequence of continuing in sin (failing to cut off and throw away) that which causes us to sin is judgment (to the thrown into hell) 
 
 
Christ uses the illustration of cutting off or plucking out that which is precious to a man if it causes him to sin…  
his right hand and right eye.  What does this teach us regarding what OUR view of sin should be? (cf. Mark 8:34; 
Col 3:5) 
 
- John Stott:  - “Ruthless moral self-denial”  
 - taking up our cross, rejecting sinful practices so resolutely that we die to them / put them to death. 
- Mark 8:34: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me” 
- Col 3:5: “Put to death therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed” 
 
How are we to combat and cast off sin in our lives?  (from this passage first… cf. Job 31:1,7,9) 

 
“I have made a covenant with my eyes NOT TO LOOK lustfully at a girl” 

“If my steps have turned from the path, if my heart has been LED BY MY EYES, or if my hands have been defiled’ 
“If my heart has been enticed by a woman or if I have lurked at my neighbor’s door” 

- Gal 5:24  
“those who BELONG TO CHRIST have c ucified the sinful nature with its passions an desires…” r

 
- Rom 8:13 

“for if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if BY THE SPIRIT, 
you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live…” 

 
- Genesis 39:6b-12; 1 Cor 6:18-19 

 
“How could I do such a wicked thing and SIN AGAINST GOD?... But he left his cloak in her hand AND RAN out of the house” 

 
“FLEE from sexual immorality… Do you not know that your body is a TEMPLE of the Holy Spirit…” 

 
- Rom 13:14; Phil 4:4-8 

 
“…cloth yourself WITH THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, and DO NOT THINK about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature” 

 
“Rejoice…  with thanksgiving, present your requests to God… Finally brothers, whatever is TRUE, whatever is NOBLE, whatever is RIGHT, 

whatever is PURE, whatever is LOVELY, whatever is ADMIRABLE – if anything is EXCELLENT or PRAISEWORTHY – think about such things” 
 

Reflection and Application 
Jesus gives us no room to dismiss Him as a merely a wise prophet or teacher…  He claims the authority of God in His teachings.  And in 
these teachings, He has begun to reveal to us what Kingdom righteousness involves.  It is first a HEART righteousness that is pure, 
merciful, seeks peace and hungers and thirst after God.  It is a righteousness that in its full breadth is positive in it’s implications as much as 
it negatively prohibits acts of sin.  It is a righteousness that brings glory to God rather than man.  And finally, it is a higher standard than 
that held by the Pharisees and teachers of the law - a standard that we fall short of because of sin.  Sin that limits God’s laws so that 
outwardly they may be kept while inwardly there is rotting.  Sin that is part of our nature as fallen man and is the source of all 
unrighteousness.  Sin that necessitated the suffering and death of our Lord Jesus Christ on the cross on our behalf.  Praise God that in 
Christ’s shed blood we have been redeemed and delivered from sin.  Praise God that by His Holy Spirit, we can put to death the sinful deeds 
of the body and live by Christ’s imputed righteousness for His Glory. 
 
What is your attitude towards scripture?  Have you reduced i  to something that can be kept easily? t
 

 
t t

 

Have you harbored anger or hate against someone? 

Do you s ruggle wi h lust?  Where do you spend your time and what do you expose your eyes to?   

Have you caused someone else to sin?  Is there an offence that you need to reconcile before you bring your offering of worship to the 
Lord?  Does the way you dress or act cause other to struggle with lust? 


