Hebrews 4:14-5:10 (April 29, 2022)

Read Hebrews 4:14-5:10

Hebrews 4:14-16 — Jesus as our High Priest

1. Hebrew 4:13 speaks of striving to enter God’s rest. What is this rest and what makes Christian desire it?
Jesus is described as a “great high priest,” “passed through the heavens,” “Son of God.” How do these ideas
contribute to how Jesus helps us to enter this rest?

2. For us as believers, Jesus is our heavenly high priest, and he is described as one who has “passed through
the heavens,” and “the Son of God.” This last point makes Jesus sound like someone who is completely
impassable and who wouldn’t understand us and our human situation. How does v.15-16 oppose this
idea?

3. Has there ever been a situation in your own life where you felt that no one could understand you, you
lacked confidence in bringing it to God, or made you doubt your faith? Please share that experience. Jesus’
life and work encourages us in two ways in persevering: i) he experienced these things without sinning, and
ii) because of Christ, we can draw near the throne of grace with confidence. Explain how these are
encouragements in persevering and how these beliefs might help us in the situations you shared.



Hebrews 5:1-10 — Aaronic/Levitical and Jesus’ Priesthood

4) V.1-4 speaks of how a high priest identifies with those in weakness, especially Levitical/Aaronic priests of
Israel. What is the function of a high priest, how does he serve and identify with the people he represents,
and who appoints him? From v.5-10, How is Jesus the same as the high priest described in v. 1-47?
different?

5) Read Gen 14:18-20 and Psalm 110:1-4 on the account of Melchizedek (his name meaning: My King is
Righteous) and the description of someone who is of the order of Melchizedek. How is Jesus like and the
fulfillment of Melchizedek? How is Jesus the perfect priest (in relationship to us, sin offerings, salvation,
etc.,) for us today and how is this greater than Aaron’s priesthood?

6) What are some reasons from today’s bible study that encourage us to hold fast to our faith and to be
confident to draw near the throne of grace? How can we incorporate the remembrance of these things in
our daily lives?

We often do not think much of Jesus as our high priest, but as we hopefully learned today, Jesus being our
high priest is something precious to us. He is our priest and saviour who understands our temptations,
struggles, and human frailties and can relate to us in the deepest of ways. He also saves us by offering and
being the sacrifice that we all need and allows us to confidently come to the Mercy Seat of God. Praise be to
God for Jesus, who is our priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.



