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CGYG / LIFE Bible Study Series 2006-07: Genesis 
Genesis 1-2                     October  6, 2006 
 
Genesis 1 & 2 is the Biblical account of Creation. This passage has evoked a lot of controversy and discussion in the 
history of the Church, even among those professing to be Evangelicals. The setting for most of the chapters of 1-11 is 
in the land of Mesopotamia. Genesis 2:10-14, for example, is set in an area close to the rivers Tigris and Euphrates, 
the area that came to be known as Babylon, and that we now know as Iraq. Whereas other ancient accounts attributed 
creation to many gods, Genesis proclaims a majestic monotheistic theme: there is one God from whom all things were 
made according to His sovereign power. 
 
Read Genesis 1:1-2:3 
 
1. Discussion: What general thoughts come to mind as you read this account of Creation? What overall 

feelings or thoughts are evoked about God as we read this account? 
- General sharing, open-ended question 
- Worship, praise, sense of majesty of God, mystery, sense of awe and reverence (cf. Psalm 104:1-4, 24, 31; Psalm 102:25) 

 
 
2. What does  “In the beginning…” (1:1) tell us about God? (Psalm 90:2, 102:25 and John 1:1-10) 

- God has always existed; ‘from everlasting to everlasting’ implies that God is eternal, and has existed before time, or history ever began 
- The Bible always assumes God’s existence, having no need to justify this assumption 

 
3. How is the situation of the earth described as before the act of God’s creation? (1:2) 

- Earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep 
- The “deep” implied chaos, lack of order 
- So the earth was without form or order before God’s act of creation 

 
4. From these passages, how does the Bible say God brought about all things in Creation? 

- 1:3, 6, 9, etc. (see also Ps 33:6,9; 148:5, Heb 11:3)  “And God said…”; Merely by speaking, God brought all things into being; 
God’s Word; Ps 33:6, 9 (…by the word of the Lord were the heavens made…, For he spoke, and it came to be…); Heb 11:3 (…the universe was 
formed at God’s command…) 

- 1:2, Ps 104:30, Col 1:15-17  1:2 (…the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters), Ps 104:30 (When you send your Spirit, they are 
created, and you renew the face of the earth.”, Col 1:15-17 (By Christ all things were created; heaven & earth, visible & invisible, etc.); Creation is a 
work of the Trinitarian God – involves God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

 
5. What was the scope of God’s creative work? What are God’s intended design and purposes for each aspect 

of Creation? 
- 1:3-5; 14-19  1st and 4th day: God creates light-bearers (the sun and moon and stars) to 1) rule over the day and night, 2) to serve as signs to 

mark seasons and time (v.14), 3) to separate light from dark, and 4) to give light on the earth; here we see God’s loving provision for His Creation 
- 1:6-8; 20-23  2nd and 5th day: God created the ‘expanse’, or the sky; on 5th day God fills the waters and the sky with living creatures; the word 

‘teem’ implies great abundance in God’s creation; v.22, “God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number…”  their purpose was to 
fill the seas and sky 

- 1:9-13; 24-31  God created dry land, and seed-bearing vegetation to grow on this land; again, we see that reproduction is built into God’s 
design… intent was to populate / inhabit the earth that would display the life-giving power of God; On day 6th, God creates all land-dwelling 
creatures, and finally, the crowning glory of His creative work – man. Purpose of man was to 1) reflect God’s image (1:27), 2)  be fruitful & increase 
in number, 3) fill the earth and subdue it, 4) to rule over all creatures and living things 

- 1:1; 2:1, Isa 45:18, John 1:3  1:1 (“…God created the heavens and the earth…”), 2:1 ( “Thus the heavens and the earth were completed 
in all their vast array…”), Isa 45:18,  John 1:3 (“Through him all things were made…”)  God created everything, nothing that has been made was 
made apart from God – so the scope of His creation is everything! 

- 1:10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31  God’s assessment at nearly each step of the way was that what He created was ‘good’ and ‘very good’; one key 
purpose of creation is to reflect the goodness of God – both His character and by extension His definition of true goodness 

 
6. What does it mean that God rested (2:1-3)? What do you think the purpose of this was? Did God really 

need a ‘rest’? (Ex 20:8-11, Heb 4:6-11) 
- God’s rest on the 7th day marked this day to be a special one; in chapter 2, the word ‘day’ is not used in the same way as in ch. 1 (there, it is to denote 

the passage of time… a mark on a continuum); here, the Hebrew word for day is used to describe the event of divine act; On the Sabbath, God blesses 
it and makes it holy  His ‘resting’ can be seen as an affirmation that this day is, indeed, special – not because God was ‘weary’ 

- Throughout Scripture, ‘God’s rest’ is an invitation to share in His fellowship (e.g. Heb 3:11) 
- Sabbath meant to point towards the final rest that God’s people will one day have with Him, if they heed God’s voice (Heb 4:6-11) 
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Whereas chapter 1 and the beginning of chapter 2 emphasized God’s work in the whole of creation, the 
remainder of the chapter now focuses us in on the account of the creation of man. Read Genesis 2:4-25 
 
7. Look back briefly to 1:26-27. What does it mean to be created ‘in God’s image’ (Eph 4:24, Col 3:10, 1 Jn 

3:2)? Who specifically is stated as being made in God’s image? What implication does this have on the 
value of human life (1:31, Gen 9:6, James 3:9)? 
- Being created in God’s image means that we are given the privilege of sharing (partially) in His rule over creation… “… let them rule over the fish, 

etc…”; also, 
- The image of God includes characteristics like ‘righteousness and holiness’ (Eph 4) and ‘knowledge’ (Col 3); 1 John 3:2 says that one day we will even 

be ‘like Christ’ when we see Him as He is (1 John 3) 
- Both male and female together were created in the image of God 
- 1:31: Man’s creation in the image of God was one of the things declared ‘very good’ by God Himself; every human being is worthy of honor and 

respect; he is neither to be murdered (Gen 9:6) nor cursed (James 3:9) 
 
8. How was Adam created (v.7)? What does this tell us about man’s (and woman’s) dependence on God (see 

also Psalm 139:14-16, Jer 18:4) 
- Two ‘ingredients’ were vital to Adam’s creation: God forming man from the dust of the ground, then breathing life into his nostrils  the conclusion 

of this was that “…the man became a living being.” (v.7b) 
- From this verse, it’s clear that man was both formed (in every way) and given literally the ‘breath of life’ by God; Psalm 139  God saw us while we 

were in our mother’s womb, and had all of our days numbered even before one of them came to be; Jer 18  God formed us, just as a potter forms his 
vessels out of clay, shaping it ‘…as it seemed best to him’ 

 
9. Read 2: 8-9, 15-17. What sorts of freedom and prohibition were given to the man in the Garden of Eden (v. 

16-17)? What does this tell us about the nature of man’s ‘freedom’ (Acts 17:28)? 
- Tree of life: signifying and giving life, without death, to those who eat its fruit (3:22, Rev 2:7) 
- Tree of knowledge of good & evil: refers to moral knowledge or ethical discernment, that led to death 
- Freedom given: to eat from any tree in the garden, all of which were “pleasing to the eye and good for food” (v.9) 
- Prohibition: must not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good & evil 
- A reminder that man’s ‘freedom’ is given and confined by God; Acts 17: “For in him we live and move and have our being…” 
 

10. Read 2:18-22. Why does God eventually bring about the creation of Eve? In what manner was Eve created, 
and why do you think this was different than how Adam was created? 
- God declared that it was not good for man to be alone… a suitable helper is needed to ‘complete the picture’! 
- Woman was formed from one of Adam’s ribs while God cause him to enter into deep sleep; in both cases, God was the One who independently worked 

to create man and woman 
- Perhaps Eve was created from Adam’s own flesh in order to reinforce the idea of oneness in flesh between a man and women 

 
Matthew Henry: “Not made out of his head to top him, not out of his feet to be trampled upon by him, but out of 
his side to be equal with him, under his arm to be protected, and near his heart to be loved.” 
 
Side note: Historically, some have grossly misused Gen 2:18 as an excuse for male domination over women. In 
light of Gen 1:27 and the fact that Jesus himself elevated the status of women in his day when women were 
looked down upon in Jewish society, do you think this interpretation is at all justifiable? 
- The Hebrew word for ‘helper’ is the same used in Psalm 33:20 to describe the Lord 
 

11. What does the account of Adam & Eve tell us about God’s intent for marriage (2:23-25; Matt 19:4-6)? 
- That it was firstly given by God, and shouldn’t be shunned 
- That it would be between one man and one woman 
- That woman was ‘bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh’ – the picture is one of deep intimacy; marriage, in fact, unites husband and wife as ‘one 

flesh’ 
- That a man would leave his parents and join his wife to form a new family unit (likewise, for women to do the same) 
- That there would be shameless, mutual love in marriage 
- That it would be permanent (Matt 19) 

 
Taking every thought captive… 
As we begin our journey through the incredible book of Genesis, already there are powerful presuppositions about 
God and His work in Creation, with far-reaching implications to shape our worldview, that are clearly laid out for us. 
As we’ve studied tonight, the God of the Bible is truly mighty, majestic and incomparable in all of His ways, not only 
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in how He created “…the heavens and the earth” out of nothing, but also in how He demonstrates His deep love and 
care for all of His Creation, especially of man by giving him purpose and responsibility, providing for him in every 
way – including the wonderful blessing of marriage, through which both man and woman are vital in reflecting the 
image of God. In the studies ahead we will begin to see a fuller extent of God’s love unraveling as we witness His 
mercy amidst the self-imposed sinfulness of man. He is an “infinite, personal God” as Francis Schaeffer said… a God 
who in all His infinite power and glory created the beauty all around us, yet the same God who loved mankind enough 
to provide a soul mate for Adam and ultimately, a Saviour for sinners like us – in the person of Jesus Christ. 
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