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CGYG / LIFE Program 
Developing a Biblical Worldview through our study of Genesis          Sept 15, 2006 

 
Why is our worldview important? 

 It shapes the way we think and act every moment because they are the presuppositions we have in 
life 

 The Word of God is ultimately what needs to shape the mind of a Christian 
 Adopting a biblical worldview is also important for reading the Bible! 

- Thus, one of the cardinal rules of Bible study: allowing Scripture to interpret Scripture 
 
Background of Genesis 
 
1. Who wrote Genesis and when was it written? 

- There is nothing in Genesis itself that identifies an author 
- Historically, been widely accepted that Moses is the author of Genesis, as well as the other 4 books of the Pentateuch; likely that he both authored 

parts of it while he received direct revelation from God, as well as compiled and edited the book from various sources which had been handed 
down to him either orally or written form 

- Moses lived around 1500-1400 BC 
- Many scholars believe that Genesis was written during the forty years the children of Israel wandered the in the wilderness, between 1450-1410 

B.C 
  
2. Outline of contents 
 

i. Pre-history: the creation recorded (1:1-2:3) 
ii. The story of Man (2:4-11:26) 

 His creation and fall (2:4-3:24) 
 His increasing numbers (4:1-6:8) 
 The judgment of the Flood (6:9-9:29) 
 Rise of nations (10:1-11:26) 

iii. The story of Abraham (11:27-23:20) 
 His entry into the promised land (11:27-14:24) 
 The Covenant and the promise (15:1-18:15) 
 Sodom & Gomorrah (18:16-19:38) 
 Sarah, Isaac & Ishmael (20:1-23:20) 

iv. The story of Isaac (24:1-26:35) 
 His marriage with Rebekah (24:1-67) 
 Death of his father and birth of his children (25:1-34) 
 The promise renewed at Gerar (26:1-35) 

v. The story of Jacob (27:1-36:43) 
 His obtaining of the blessing by deceit (27:1-46) 
 His flight to Harran, and renewal of the promise at Bethel (28:1-22) 
 His life and marriages in Harran (29:1-31:16) 
 His return to the promised land, and renewal of the promise at Bethel (31:17-35:29) 
 Esau’s line (36:1-43) 

vi. The story of Joseph (37:1-50:26) 
 Joseph sold into Egypt (37:1-36) 
 Judah and his daughter-in-law (38:1-30) 
 Joseph in Egypt (39:1-45:28) 
 Joseph’s father and brothers in Egypt (46:1-47:31) 
 Jacob’s blessing gives priority to Ephraim and to Judah (48:1-49:28) 
 Deaths of Jacob and Joseph (49:29-50:26) 

 
Sidenote: The ‘toledoth’ (or ‘generations’) structure of Genesis  shows the historical sense of Genesis 
 
 Genesis is the Book of Beginnings, the great introduction to the drama of redemption 
 “Prologue”: Gen 1-11, “Main Act”: Gen 12-50 
 In broad strokes: The prologue is cast in universal terms…  

i. God made all things (ch. 1) 
ii. In particular, He made man, who became a rebel and a sinner (ch. 2-3) 

iii. Sin became universal (ch. 4), which resulted in God’s judgment as demonstrated in the Flood (ch. 6-9) 
iv. Even after God had demonstrated his displeasure by an act of judgment, man returned to his 

rebellion (ch. 11) 
v. Yet always God have evidences of grace and mercy 
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3. What are some broad themes of Genesis, and what implications do they have on developing a Biblical 
worldview? 

 
I) About God 
 
 Read Genesis 1:1-5 

i. “In the beginning God created…” (1:1) 
- Everything starts with God; He is the “First Mover” 
- From nothing, God created order, material, time and space 
- Implication: God alone is the One who creates; He Sovereign – He is ultimately in charge; He needs to be Sovereign over our lives 

 
ii. The God who creates “in the beginning” was not created by something else 

- God transcends time and history 
- God simply… is (“I am that I am…” (Ex 3:14)) 
- We are creatures in that all the descriptors of who we are by definition necessitate an external standard of comparison… I am tall, I am smart, 

etc. all depend on who you’re comparing me to 
- God is the only One, because He is the “First Mover” to be dependent on no-one else but Himself – He is His own standard because He alone 

is the perfect standard of character 
- Implication: God is not a figment of our imagination; in fact, as Ravi Zach so vividly points out, we are a product of His imagination! We 

don’t get to make up God according to our preferences 
 

iii. He is the ONLY God, the Creator and Sovereign of all there is 
- God is unitary; Genesis spells out for us in no uncertain terms that there is only one true God 
- In Moses’ day, this Hebrew worldview diverged starkly from every other option in the ancient world; Monotheism was considered strange, 

while polytheism was the norm for all ancient societies 
- Implication: In today’s world, some will tell us there is no God; others claim to believe in a god of their own making; the pluralistic approach 

explains that there are many gods… that all lead to the same destination 
- Think about how this pluralism infects our thinking? If we truly were convinced and were thoroughly convicted that there is only one true 

God, and that Christ is the only way to salvation, how would this affect our priorities and our witness to people that we rub shoulders with? 
 

Read Genesis 1: 26-28, 2: 15-24 
iv. From the outset, Genesis confronts us with the Living God, who is unmistakably personal 

- God Himself willfully created everything – including the epitome of His creation, man 
- God’s persistent concern for a personal relationship with His servants is very clear throughout Genesis from when He creates man in His own 

image, to how He personally leads the course for Israel – a people whom He has called out to be His very own 
- It is so common these days to hear people speak of divinity in extremely impersonal ways, but this flies in the face of Scripture, who tells us 

that God personally, meticulously designed man and determined for him a helper that would be a suitable companion to him 
- We are not a ‘cosmic accident’ 
- Implication: Human life is precious because we are made in God’s image; it is so sacred that God permits capital punishment for those who 

take another person’s life in Genesis 9 
 

Read Genesis 3:9-11, 22-24; 6:5-8, 11:1-8 
v. God’s ways are perfect and He will punish sin 

- It is clear from Genesis that no-one can disobey God and not contend with His judgment: 
- In Adam & Eve’s case He cast them out of the Garden of Eden 
- God’s judgment fell on entire Creation, including the human race at the epitome of their sinfulness and God sent a devastating flood that wiped 

out all of humankind except for Noah and his family 
- When sinful man in his pride tried to build a tower that would reach up to heaven at Babel, God punished them by confusing their language 

and scattering them throughout the earth 
- Implication: There are very real, and very significant consequences to our sin – some immediate, some eventual… but always inevitable 

 
vi. Though God is absolutely holy, He is also merciful 

- God’s judgments are sweetened with mercy – even in casting out Adam & Eve, God provided them with garments of skin to clothe them (Gen 
3:21) 

- In the story of Abraham’s intercession of the wicked city of Sodom in Genesis 18, we see one of the clearest examples of God’s mercy on the 
wicked…Abraham pleads for the Lord to not destroy this city, if there were even a handful of ‘righteous men’ to be found in the city that 
Abraham could present before God 

- Implication: God ultimately demonstrates His mercy to us by sending the Lord Jesus Christ to die on the cross, on our behalf, in payment for 
our sins; we need to recognize that it is in His mercy that we live day by day, Christians and non-Christians alike 

 
vii. God is self-revealing 

- Far from a distant ‘watch-maker’ deity, it is clear from the Genesis account that God is every commanding history, conversing with His 
creation, and above all, entering into covenant with sinners 

- Indeed, much can be known about just how God chooses to reveal Himself in Genesis from the various names of God that appear in this book: 
the most significant one being the personal name of Yahweh which means… 
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- Some other titles express facets of His being – “Most High” in 14:18-22 in the account of Abram’s blessing of Melchizedek, “Almighty” in 

17:1 and “Everlasting” in 21:33 
- Other names commemorate a special moment of encounter – “God of seeing” in 16:13 when God revealed Himself to Hagar, “the God of 

Israel” in 33:20 and “God of Bethel” in 35:7, in memory of Jacob’s dream 
- Implication: God is knowable insofar as He’s chosen to reveal Himself to us, nothing more and nothing less; His desire is that we do come to 

know Him – indeed, this was the name given to Jesus, “Emmanuel” which means “God with us” 
 
 
II) About Man 

Man before God: 
i. Man’s calling (1: 26, 28; 2:8-17) – we are given the task to rule over all of God’s creation, to tend to the earth and keep it; work 

was assigned to us even before the Fall – so work in itself is a gift from God, not a curse! 
 

ii. Man’s fall (chapter 3) – our own sin has led to the corruption of not only our body and souls, but also led to God’s pronounced curse 
on all of creation 

 
 

Man in society: 
i. Things: a large element of man’s original calling was to ‘cultivate and keep’ (2:15) his immediate 

environment, and to ‘subdue’ as well as to fill the earth (1:28) 
 

ii. Persons: Companionship is presented in Eden as a primary human need, as God said that “it is not 
good for man to be alone” 

- God proceeded to meet this need by creating not Adam’s duplicate by his opposite and complement, and by uniting the two, male and 
female, in perfect personal unity 

- Kidner points out that the shattering of the harmony between Adam and Eve, not first of all by mutual disagreement but by their 
agreeing together to disobey God shows just how important it was for God to be the centre of marriage – without God, now in their 
fallen state, we see that the theme of Adam & Eve’s relationship are ‘desire’ and ‘rule’ (3:16) 

 
iii. Authority: as God set forth in His design of Adam and Eve, it is clear that the idea of authority 

was something that God had embedded into His design even before the Fall – Adam was 
appointed head over Eve 

 
III) About Salvation 

i. Grace:  
- In the midst of man’s self-destructing sin, God’s grace is demonstrated time and again as He preserves mankind at some level of decency 

and order, and to bring certain men into covenant with Himself, through whom He will ultimately bless the world (18:18) 
- Throughout Genesis, we see God restraining evil through the sanctions of law, for example in His address to Noah that whoever murdered 

would be punished by death (9:4-6) and the influence of His servants in 50:20 where Joseph clearly attributes the work of his brothers to 
actually be the work of God who ‘meant it for good’ 

 
ii. Election: 

- Romans 9:6-13 points out that Genesis makes God’s sovereign election clear by its birth stories of Isaac and Jacob; Jacob, in particular, was 
marked out from his brother Esau even before they were born, and had done nothing either good or bad 

- His calling of Abram is another clear example that God Himself is the One who calls… our duty is to respond in faith 
 
Through Genesis, God teaches us tremendous truths about who He is, why He created all that He did, what our 
purpose and design are, how we ought to relate to God and to each other, the reality of our sin and the wonderful 
theme of salvation, grace and mercy despite man’s sin – and the glorious hope (but a mere glimpse at this point!) of 
God’s ultimate salvation plan for all of humanity in the person of Jesus Christ. As we begin this year’s Bible study 
series, let us pray for God to shape our minds with His Word, that we might develop a Biblical, Christ-centred 
worldview that honours and glorifies Him, and shines forth the Gospel of salvation to the world around us.  
 
 
Sources: 
1. New Bible Dictionary (3rd Edition); Edited by Marshall, Millard, Packer and Wiseman 
2. Bible Speaks Today – Genesis Commentary 
3. Genesis Commentary by Derrick Kidner 
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