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CGYG / LIFE Bible Study Series 2006-07: Genesis 
Genesis 6:5-8:22 – God’s mercy amidst judgment                 May 4, 2007 
 
On most days, it’s easy to forget that the world we live in remains under God’s condemnation and judgment because of 
man’s sin (Genesis 3), but this is because God in His mercy restrains man’s evil and holds back on the full extent of His 
judgment. When events such as the recent Virginia Tech school shootings happen, we are starkly reminded again of the 
reality of the very real presence of sin, and the destruction and havoc that sin causes. In the wake of the shooting, the secular 
media focused in on the question, “Why would anyone do such a thing like this?” Their assumption (or worldview) was that 
all of us are good-natured at heart, and that something external must have caused this young man to ‘snap’ and resort to such 
evil. But Scripture describes the heart of man as evil and deceitful above all things (Jer 17:9), in need of God’s saving grace. 
Why there aren’t more catastrophes like this that happen (natural or man-made) should be the question that Christians with 
a Biblical worldview are led to ask. The Biblical worldview of ‘God’s mercy amidst judgment’ is what we will be focusing 
on this evening. 
 
What are your thoughts on issues such as pollution and global warming (last week being ‘Earth Week’) or other social 
issues that grab the headlines these days? What about poverty: do you agree with Bono’s (from the rock band U2) campaign 
to that we can ‘End Poverty Now’? (Contrast this with what Jesus says in John 12:8). What do you think are the underlying 
worldviews of some of these movements? Thinking back to our study in Genesis 3 about the fall of man, why do poverty and 
pollution even exist in the first place? Are you surprised that these problems aren’t even worse than they are today? Why or 
why not? 
 
 
Read Genesis 6:5-7:24 
 
1. When we contrast what God saw in 6:5 (“how great man’s wickedness had become”) with what He saw in Gen 1:31 

when He had finished His creative work (“…and it was very good”), we clearly see just how evil man had become, and 
the great extent of his moral deterioration. To briefly review, what do the passages in Romans 3:22-23 and 1 John 3:4 
say about sin? In the time of Noah, how were the ways of man becoming increasingly sinful (6:5-7, 8:21)? How did sin 
manifest itself specifically in v. 11-12? 

 
 
 
 
2. How did man’s sin affect the rest of creation (Gen 3:17-18, 6:11-12, Rom 8:20-22)? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What ‘effect’ did man’s wickedness and sin have on God (v. 5-7)? 
 
 
 

Pause and think about the significance of what God has revealed to us here. The perfect, all-righteous, all-just Creator of 
the universe was grieved, and His ‘heart was filled with pain’. Commentator Wenham writes that this could be 
translated to mean God ‘felt bitterly indignant – a mixture of rage and bitter anguish’. How else does Scripture describe 
God’s attitude towards sin (e.g. Isaiah 61:8, Zech 8:16-17, even in the example of Jesus in John 2:13-16)? 
 
 
 
 
What are some other specific examples given about how sin (both in the Old and New Testament times) grieves God 
(e.g. Isaiah 63:9-10, Eph 4: 29-30)? 
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4. Being the all-powerful Creator, couldn’t God have just ‘looked the other way’ on sin? Why does God have such hatred 

against sin (Gen 1:31; Lev 11:45, 19:1-2; 1 John 1:5, 3:4-6)?  
 

 
 

 
 

5. What did God warn Noah that He was going to do as judgment for man’s sin (6:7,13,17; 7:4)? Was God true to His 
word on how thorough His judgment was going to be (7:17-23)? 

 
 
 
 
Read Genesis 8 
 
6. Amidst God’s judgment, whom did He choose to spare, and how was He going to accomplish this (6:8-9, 13-14; 7:1, 6, 

23)? In the King James translation, Gen 6:8 is translated as “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord”. What do 
you think this tells us about why Noah was spared (c.f. Heb 11:7)? 

 
 
 
 
 
7. What did God do to ensure that Noah and his family would be saved through the Great flood (7:16, 8:1-5, 13-14)? What 

was God’s command to Noah once the land was again dry (8:16-17, c.f. Gen 1:28)? What did Noah do upon coming out 
of the ark, when the waters had subsided (8:20-22)? 

 
 
 
 
 
8. In what way was the account of Noah a foreshadowing of the salvation that was to come in Christ (1 Peter 3:18-22)? 
 
 
 
 
 
9. How do we see God’s judgment continue to be manifested today on both man (e.g. Rom 1:21, 24?) and creation (think 

back to the opening question)? How should we live in light of God’s hatred of sin and in the ways He manifests His 
judgment? 

 
 
 
 
 

Taking every thought captive… 
On the surface, the account of Noah and the Flood seems to only be an account about man’s evil and God’s judgment. As 
we have all personally experienced, sin bears very real and very devastating consequences, both on ourselves and on all of 
creation. Worst of all, however, our sins grieve and draw wrath to the heart of God. But Noah’s account is importantly also 
one that shows us the mercy and grace of God. Having ‘seen’ just how wicked man had become (Gen 6:5), God decided to 
destroy all of creation in judgment. Yet He chose to save one man and a remnant of creation because of His mercy. In our 
day and age, God continues to show forth His mercy by restraining each of us from the evil that all of us would otherwise be 
capable of, and His ‘common grace’ (e.g. Matt 5:45b) is what enables all of us to enjoy any remnant of goodness and beauty 
there is in a fallen, decaying world. The ultimate demonstration of God’s love and mercy, however, is the person of Jesus 
Christ, whom God sent to die for our sins so that those who believe in Him would be forgiven and reconciled to God. As 
Noah and his family were saved through the flood being in the ark, so will all of us be saved from God’s judgment and 
wrath who are in Christ by faith. 
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