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CGYG / LIFE Bible Study Series 2006-07: Genesis 
Genesis 6:5-8:22 – Noah: A Herald of Righteousness                     May 18, 2007 
 
Last study, we saw how God extends mercy, even in the midst of judgment. In the time of the ancient world of Genesis 6, 
mankind had become so wicked that it grieved and brought pain to very heart of God. All deserved judgment, but God in 
His mercy chose to save one man, and his family – Noah. Though salvation came through and was (and always is) initiated 
by God’s grace, the Bible recognizes Noah as a man of faith, one who was ‘blameless among the people of his time’ (6:9). 
Through this study, let us learn from the example of Noah as a hero of faith. Like Noah, we too have been called to be 
‘preachers of righteousness’ (or ‘heralds of righteousness’- ESV) in a world that is filled with depravity and under God’s 
judgment – judgment that is both now (Rom 1: 28) and yet to come (Rom 2:5-10). Noah obeyed God, by faith, and this too 
is how Christian ought to live their lives – by faith, in full obedience to God because His character, and His promises to 
bless and to judge are trustworthy. 
 
 
Have you ever been in a situation before where what you thought or how you behaved went ‘against the grain’ of people 
around you (even perhaps against people in authority over you) because you were a Christian, or because you were trying to 
uphold Biblical values? What difficulties did you encounter, what did you do, and what happened? 
 
 
Read Genesis 6:5-7:24 
 
1. Review question: What did God warn Noah that He was going to do as judgment for man’s sin (6:7,13,17; 7:4)? Was 

God true to His word on how thorough His judgment was going to be (7:17-23)? 
 

- God said He would ‘wipe mankind from the face of the earth, along with all creatures and all of the rest of creation’  ALL living creatures with breath in their 
nostrils (v.7) 

- 6:13  “put an end to all people…”;  “I am SURELY going to destroy both them and the earth”  contrast this to Serpent’s temptation on Eve in Gen 3:4! 
- 6:17, 7:4  “I am going to bring floodwaters… to destroy all life under the heavens… everything on earth will perish” 
- 7:17-23  God was true to His word; waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth of more than 20 feet; every living thing was wiped out 

 
 
2. Amidst God’s judgment, whom did He choose to spare, and how was He going to accomplish this (6:13-14, 18)? What 

were the specific details of the ark that God commanded Noah to build?  
 

- 6:13-14, 18  Was going to save Noah & family via an Ark; God established a covenant (agreement) bound by Himself with Noah 
- 6:14-21  made of cypress wood, with rooms, covered with pitch inside AND outside, 450 ft long, 75 ft wide, 45 ft tall 
- 300 cubits long, 50 cubits wide, 30 cubits high (a cubit was the length of a man’s arm from fingertips to elbow – about 18 inches) 
- Ark would have roof that was 18 inches away from the top of the Ark 
- With a door in the side 
- 3 decks: lower, middle & upper 
- Not exactly known whether it was a tapered ship, like the Titanic; likely it wasn’t, rather the dimensions point more to a big wood rectangle 
- Volume of ark: 1.4M cubic feet 

 
 
3. What did the Lord command Noah regarding the animals and living creatures, and about food supplies (6:19-7:3)? Is 

there a ‘discrepancy’ in what God commands in 6:19-20 and 7:1-3? Remembering that the story of Noah is an actual, 
historical event, how do you imagine all of this would have been feasible? 

 
- 6:19-20  He was to bring two of every kind of bird, animal, and creature that moves along the ground 
- 6:21  He was to take every kind of food and store it up as well 
- 7:1-3  ESV translation: God commanded that Noah take 7 pairs of every kind of clean animal, and 7 pairs of every kind of clean bird (v.3), a pair of every 

unclean animal. 
- 6:19-20 is a general command, while 7:1-3 gives specific cases for clean animals, probably because they could then be as offering 
- Feasibility: 1) We don’t know exactly how many species of animals there were in Noah’s time, 2) Noah could have taken youthful or smaller animals, 3) he did 

not need to take any aquatic creatures, 4) it is possible that Noah was commanded only to bring pairs of species of animals (e.g. 6:20  Two of every kind of 
bird, every kind of animal, etc.) 

 
4. What was Noah’s response to all that God commanded (6:22, 7:5)? What do we learn about Noah’s character from this? 
 

- Noah did all that God commanded each time  was faithful to the task 
 
 
 



 2
Read Genesis 8 
5. See attached timeline of events and fill in the blanks from the corresponding passages. Altogether, approximately how 

many days were Noah and his family kept in the Ark? What might have life been like dwelling in the Ark? What did 
Noah do to see when it would be safe for his family to exit the Ark (8:6-14)? What observations about Noah’s character 
can we see throughout this entire account? 

 
- Noah is a prudent and wise man, but didn’t ultimately rely on his wisdom to decide when it was ‘safe’ to exit the ark. He waited on the Lord’s instruction. 
- In the end, it was God who called Noah to leave the Ark 
 

6. In what ways Noah did demonstrate that he was ‘a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time’ and that he 
‘walked with God’ (See questions 4 & 5, see also 8:20-21 and 2 Peter 2:4-5,9)? What was the result of Noah’s worship 
offering (8:21-22)? 

 
- Noah obeyed all that God had commanded him 
- 8:20-21  the first think Noah did when they exited the Ark was to build an altar and sacrifice some of the clean animals and birds to the Lord; he was a man of 

worship and thanksgiving 
- 2 Pet 2:4-5,9  Noah was called a ‘preacher of righteousness’; this surely meant that Noah preached against the wickedness of his time and likely even warned 

other to repent from sin; he knew that God’s judgment was coming soon 
- Result of Noah’s offering: God was pleased and promised never again to curse the ground because of man 

 
On what basis did he live a life of such intimacy with God (Heb 11:7; see also Prov 1:7, 15:33)? 
 
- Noah had faith, and in holy fear built an ark 
- Holy fear of God’s judgment 
- Fear of the Lord is the beginning, or teaches a man wisdom; Noah was a wise man 

 
7. It is difficult to know exactly how long it took for Noah to build the ark (Gen 6:3 could imply 120 years; if we compare 

the time between 5:32 and 7:1 it could have been up to a little over 100 years). Regardless, how do you think people of 
his time would have thought of what he was doing, especially given how Scripture described mankind in 6:5? Do you 
think Noah would have had very many supporters? 

 
- Probably people would not listen to this ‘preacher of righteousness’ and would have mocked Noah 
- Consider how it would have seemed to them, that Noah was building this great big vessel! 

 
8. Read Matthew 24:36-44 (c.f. Luke 17:26-27 and 2 Peter 3:3-7). How does Jesus use the example of the days of Noah to 

describe what the end times would be like? In what ways do all of these passages bring to mind patterns of the world 
today? 
 
- People in the days of Noah were eating and drinking, going about their own way, as if they had eternity and that no end was coming; they were enjoying the 

pleasures of life, essentially 
- The people ignored the warnings of impending judgment (by what Noah preached, and by his life testimony – he was building this massive ark!) 
- To those people, the judgment of the Flood came swiftly and suddenly, as will be the case when the ‘Son of Man’ returns 
 

9. How should this serve as a wake-up call to each of us? If you are a Christian, how should this change your attitude 
towards living out and preaching the Gospel? What are some ways that Paul reminds Timothy to do to persevere in a 
life of faith and as a ‘herald of righteousness’ in these last days (e.g. 2 Timothy 3:1-4:4)? 

 
- Paul warns about the evil that will appear in the last days: lovers of themselves, of money, boastful, proud, etc.  
- BUT Paul reminds Timothy to be ready to endure hardship for the sake of Christ (3:12) 
- Reminds Timothy to hold on to God’s Word, and to be faithful at teaching and preaching it; primary context is in pastoring his church, but equally applicable in 

principle to all believers 
- 4:5  ‘do the work of an evangelist’ 

 
 

Taking every thought captive… 
As David Atkinson writes, “We live in a world which at point after point seems, as it was in the days of Noah, to be busying 
itself with everything except waiting for the coming of the Son of Man. Yet in this world we are called, like Noah in his 
generation, to display in our worship and our service, the righteousness of a trusting faith in God. A faith which hangs on to 
God despite all appearances, and a faith which seeks to translate His Word into practice. A faith touched by the words which 
Jesus spoke to Peter: ‘What I am doing you do not know now, but afterward you will understand.’ (John 13:7). A faith that 
holds to Jesus Christ, that in him all God’s purposes for his whole creation come to their fulfillment.” As Noah lived by 
faith, may we also live by faith in obedience to all that God commands, proclaiming the Good News that salvation from 
God’s impending judgment comes no longer through a wooden ark, but only through faith in Jesus Christ. 



Month Day Verse Events Number of Days
2 10  7:4 Noah enters ark; God shuts door 7
2 17  7:11,17-20 Rains fall; waters rush from seas; waters rise to cover 20 ft above mountains; Ark floats 40
3 27  7:12 Rain stops, and 'springs of deep' close

Waters stop rising, but flooding continues throughout the earth
 8:3b At the same time, God sends wind and water begin receding

7 17  8:4 Ark comes to rest on 'mountains of Ararat'
God continues to recede the waters 74

10 1  8:5 Top of mountains become visible.
God continues to recede the waters 40

11 11  8:6,8-9 Noah sends raven, but raven does not return; Noah sends out dove, which returns
God continues to recede the waters 7

11 18  8:10-11 Noah sends dove again; this time returns with olive leaf
God continues to recede the waters 7

11 25  8:12 Noah sends dove again; this time it did not return
God continues to recede the waters 35

1 1  8:13 Noah removes ark cover and sees dry land…
...but continues to wait (presumably for God's direction) 57

2 27  8:14 Earth is completely dry, and God says to Noah to come out of Ark
Total time on ark: 377

110

Events of Noah and the Flood (Assuming a 12-month year, and 30-day month)
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