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CGYG / LIFE Bible Study Series 2006-07: Genesis 
Genesis 6:5-8:22 – God’s mercy amidst judgment                   May 4, 2007 
 

On most days, it’s easy to forget that the world we live in remains under God’s condemnation and judgment 
because of man’s sin (Genesis 3), but this is because God in His mercy restrains man’s evil and holds back on 
the full extent of His judgment. When events such as the recent Virginia Tech school shootings happen, we are 
starkly reminded again of the reality of the very real presence of sin, and the destruction and havoc that sin 
causes. In the wake of the shooting, the secular media focused in on the question, “Why would anyone do 
such a thing like this?” Their assumption (or worldview) was that all of us are good-natured at heart, and that 
something external must have caused this young man to ‘snap’ and resort to such evil. But Scripture describes 
the heart of man as evil and deceitful above all things (Jer 17:9), in need of God’s saving grace. Why there 
aren’t more catastrophes like this that happen (natural or man-made) should be the question that Christians 
with a Biblical worldview are led to ask. The Biblical worldview of ‘God’s mercy amidst judgment’ is what 
we will be focusing on this evening. 
 
 
What are your thoughts on issues such as pollution and global warming (last week being ‘Earth Week’) or 
other social issues that grab the headlines these days? What about poverty: do you agree with Bono’s (from 
the rock band U2) campaign to that we can ‘End Poverty Now’? (Contrast this with what Jesus says in John 
12:8). What do you think are the underlying worldviews of some of these movements? Thinking back to our 
study in Genesis 3 about the fall of man, why do poverty and pollution even exist in the first place? Are you 
surprised that these problems aren’t even worse than they are today? Why or why not? 
 
 

Read Genesis 6:5-7:24 

1. When we contrast what God saw in 6:5 (“how great man’s wickedness had become”) with what He 
saw in Gen 1:31 when He had finished His creative work (“…and it was very good”), we clearly see 
just how evil man had become, and the great extent of his moral deterioration. To briefly review, what 
do the passages in Romans 3:22-23 and 1 John 3:4 say about sin? In the time of Noah, how were the 
ways of man becoming increasingly sinful (6:5-7, 8:21)? How did sin manifest itself specifically in v. 
11-12? 

- Rom 3:22-23  Sin is falling short of the glory of God (what does this mean?)… it is ‘missing the mark’ of God’s glory 
- 1 John 3:4  “Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness”; anything less than the holiness of God is sin 
- There was ‘great wickedness’ (6:5) 

- Every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time 

- 8:21, the Lord says that every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood; we will revisit what this means later  total depravity 

- 6:11-12  The earth was corrupt, because man was corrupt (mentioned three times as being corrupt – v.11 & 12); the extent of man’s sin – that it in 

fact impacts the earth  what does it mean that the ‘earth was corrupt’?  Internal evil? 
- The earth was ‘full with violence’  external evil? 
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2. How did man’s sin affect the rest of creation (Gen 3:17-18, 6:11-12, Rom 8:20-22)?  

- Gen 3:17-18  God cursed the ground so that it would resist the labour of man 
- Gen 6:11-12  Says that the ‘earth was corrupt’; somehow man’s sin infected/afflicted all of creation so that God’s destruction would include all 

living creatures (not only man) 

- Rom 8:20-22  Creation itself (the earth) is eagerly waiting to be freed from bondage to decay (ultimately as the ‘New Jerusalem’ mentioned in 

Rev 21) 

 
The Bible shows us that man’s sin not only damaged his relationship with the Creator and with his 
fellow human beings, but that sin so angered God that He placed His judgment and condemnation on 
all of creation, not just on man. 

 
3. What ‘effect’ did man’s wickedness and sin have on God (v. 5-7)?  

- V.6  Man’s sin ‘grieved’ the Lord and His ‘heart was filled with pain’ 

- First, what it doesn’t mean: We said last time that this is an example of an anthropomorphism. God is not a man, that he should regret nor change 

His mind (e.g. 1 Sam 15:29). In this same passage we see that God is ‘grieved’ at making Saul king over Israel (v. 35) 
 

Pause and think about the significance of what God has revealed to us here. The perfect, all-righteous, 
all-just Creator of the universe was grieved, and His ‘heart was filled with pain’. Commentator 
Wenham writes that this could be translated to mean God ‘felt bitterly indignant – a mixture of rage 
and bitter anguish’. How else does Scripture describe God’s attitude towards sin (e.g. Isaiah 61:8, Zech 
8:16-17, even in the example of Jesus in John 2:13-16)?  

- Isa 61: God hates robbery and inequity but loves justice 

- Zech 8:16-17  God hates sin and evil, especially in speech 

- John 2  Jesus showed anger against the sinfulness of those who were abusing the temple 
 

What are some other specific examples given about how sin (both in the Old and New Testament times) 
grieves God (e.g. Isaiah 63:9-10, Eph 4: 29-30)? 

- Isa 63:9-10  Despite redeeming and showing mercy to Israel, they rebelled against God and this ‘grieved His Holy Spirit’ 

- Eph 4:29-30  bitterness, rage and anger, brawling, etc… all grieve the Holy Spirit of God 

 
4. Being the all-powerful Creator, couldn’t God have just ‘looked the other way’ on sin? Why does God 

have such hatred against sin (Gen 1:31; Lev 11:45, 19:1-2; 1 John 1:5, 3:4-6)?  
- Gen 1:31  God saw all that He had made, and it was ‘very good’, it was perfect 

- Lev 11:45 & 19  God is holy; not only by character, but by definition He is holy, so He expects us to be holy 

- 1 John 1:5  God is light; in him there is no darkness at all 

- 1 John 3:4-6  in Christ is no sin, so no-one who follows Christ will continue to sin 

- Hating sin and not the sinner? No… in fact there is no sin apart from the sinner, is there? Sin is man’s disobedience to God 
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5. What did God warn Noah that He was going to do as judgment for man’s sin (6:7,13,17; 7:4)? Was 

God true to His word on how thorough His judgment was going to be (7:17-23)? 
- God said He would ‘wipe mankind from the face of the earth, along with all creatures and all of the rest of creation’  ALL living creatures with 

breath in their nostrils (v.7) 

- 6:13  “put an end to all people…”;  “I am SURELY going to destroy both them and the earth”  contrast this to Serpent’s temptation on Eve in 

Gen 3:4! 

- 6:17, 7:4  “I am going to bring floodwaters… to destroy all life under the heavens… everything on earth will perish” 

- 7:17-23  God was true to His word; waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth of more than 20 feet; every living thing was wiped out 

 
Read Genesis 8 

6. Amidst God’s judgment, whom did He choose to spare, and how was He going to accomplish this 
(6:8-9, 13-14; 7:1, 6, 23)? In the King James translation, Gen 6:8 is translated as “But Noah found 
grace in the eyes of the Lord”. What do you think this tells us about why Noah was spared (c.f. Heb 
11:7)? 

- 6:8-9  Noah found favor (or grace) in the eyes of the Lord 

- Rather, the translation closer is ‘grace found Noah’ 

- 6:13-14  Very interesting: “…I am surely going to destroy… So make yourself an ark…!”) 

- 7:1  Noah was found to be righteous in this generation 

- Heb 11:7  ‘by faith’ 

- Noah was a righteous man, and he walked with God  he was, indeed, righteous, but because God’s favour rested upon him 

 

7. What did God do to ensure that Noah and his family would be saved through the Great flood (7:16, 
8:1-5, 13-14)? What was God’s command to Noah once the land was again dry (8:16-17, c.f. Gen 
1:28)? What did Noah do upon coming out of the ark, when the waters had subsided (8:20-22)? 

- 7:16  “…then the LORD shut him in” – tenderness in God’s mercy 

- 8:1-5, 14  God ‘remembered’ Noah and all of the livestock in the ark; not remember in the sense of ‘not forgetting’, but in the sense of ‘having in 

mind’ or ‘considering’; God sent a wind to recede the water and gradually made the land visible again to Noah until it was completely dry (v. 14) 

- 8:2  Stopped the pouring down of rain and water from the ‘springs of the deep’ 

- 8:16-17, 1:28  God’s command was the same as to Adam & Eve, to ‘be fruitful and increase in number’  this was a ‘new start’ of sorts 
- 8:20-22  Noah built an altar and made an offering to God in an act of worship 

 
8. In what way was the account of Noah a foreshadowing of the salvation that was to come in Christ (1 

Peter 3:18-22)?  
- 1 Peter 3  Water symbolizes the baptism  NOT water baptism (“not the removal of dirt from the body”), but baptism by 

the spirit that results in a ‘pledge of a good conscience toward God’ and a baptism that saves “…by the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ” (v. 21) 

- The Great Flood represented a new beginning; in a sense, the water that judged the world was also the water that saved Noah 

& his family (“…in it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water”) 
 



 4
9. How do we see God’s judgment continue to be manifested today on both man (e.g. Rom 1:21, 24?) 

and creation (think back to the opening question)? How should we live in light of God’s hatred of sin 
and in the ways He manifests His judgment?  

 
Taking every thought captive… 
The account of Noah’s ark is, on the surface, an account about man’s evil and God’s judgment. As we have all 
personally experienced, sin bears very real and very devastating consequences, both on ourselves and on all of 
creation. Worst of all, however, our sins grieve and draw wrath to the heart of God. But Noah’s account is 
importantly also one that shows us the mercy and grace of God. Having ‘seen’ just how wicked man had 
become (Gen 6:5), God decided to destroy all of creation in judgment. Yet He chose to save one man and a 
remnant of creation because of His mercy. In our day and age, God continues to show forth His mercy by 
restraining each of us from the evil that all of us would otherwise be capable of, and His ‘common grace’ (e.g. 
Matt 5:45b) is what enables all of us to enjoy any remnant of goodness and beauty there is in a fallen, 
decaying world. The ultimate demonstration of God’s love and mercy, however, is the person of Jesus Christ, 
whom God sent to die for our sins so that those who believe in Him would be forgiven and reconciled to God. 
As Noah and his family were saved through the flood being in the ark, so will all of us be saved from God’s 
judgment and wrath who are in Christ by faith. 
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