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CGYG / LIFE Bible Study Series 2006-07: Genesis 
Genesis 3-11: Review                           July 27, 2007 
 
Whereas Genesis 1 & 2 showed us God’s original intent for creation, Genesis 3-11 describes what the world became like after 
Adam & Eve disobeyed God and ushered sin into the world. Their sin marked the darkest event ever in the history of 
humanity, and it all started with what on the surface seemed to be a very small trespass. But their act of disobedience was far 
more than that – their trespass was a violent offence against God Himself, an affront to His holiness. In chapters 3-11 (as in 
the rest of Scripture), there appears a clear pattern of how God deals with sinful man. We see, on the one hand, how 
destructive and heinous sin is, and God’s judgment pronounced on the sinner. This is repeated over and over again. In some 
instances God gives a clear warning not to tread down the path of sin (e.g. 4:7). Each time man sins, however, the Lord 
without fail pronounces judgment. But in each case, God extends mercy amidst judgment, through very clear acts. Our God is 
holy and cannot tolerate sin, but He is also a God of mercy and grace. He does not desire that anyone should perish, and 
though all sinners deserve nothing but God’s wrath and judgment, He chooses by His grace to extend mercy to some. 
 

Chapter & 
Account Man’s Sin God’s Judgment God’s Mercy Amidst 

Judgment 

Chapter 3: 
Adam & Eve 

 Adam & Eve were specifically 
commanded not to eat of the Tree of 
the knowledge of good & evil 

 The punishment of death was clearly 
laid out for then (Gen 2:17) 

 Despite God’s specific command, 
they disobeyed and ate of the tree 

 
What is sin? 
 Romans 3:22-23  Sin is falling 

short of God’s glory 
 1 John 3:4  Sin is lawlessness 
 Romans 1:25  Sin is dethroning 

God from our lives and replacing 
Him with something else 

 
 

 The fellowship between man and God 
is broken and Adam & Eve are 
banished from the garden (3:8-10, 23-
24) 

 True to His word, God declares that 
they will both eventually die (3:19) 

 On woman: pain in child – bearing; 
Her relationship with husband would 
now be characterized by a great 
struggle for power (v.16) 

 On man: the ground on which he 
worked would now resist him; he 
would from now on toil in hardship (v. 
17-18) 

 On Satan: cursed him by symbolically 
condemning the Serpent to be the 
lowest of the low (v.14); Satan would 
one day be destroyed (v.15) 

 On creation: God cursed the ground 
because of Adam! (v.17-18) 

 God did not put them to death 
immediately 

 “The Lord God made 
garments of skin for Adam 
and his wife and covered 
them” (3:21) 

 Though there would now be a 
ongoing struggle between 
man and Satan, God revealed 
His prophecy of the coming 
of Jesus Christ and the defeat 
of the evil one (v. 15) 

 Romans 8:19-21  All of 
creation will be liberated 
from its bondage to decay 
when Christ returns! 

Chapter 4: 
Cain & Abel 

 Cain was man of the soil while his 
brother Abel kept flocks (v.2) 

 In worshipping God, Abel brought 
fat portions from some of the first-
born of his flock 

 Cain, however, merely “brought 
some of the fruits of the soil as an 
offering to God” (v.4) 

 In jealousy and anger, Cain lured his 
brother into a field, where he 
attacked and killed him (v.8) 

 When God confronts Cain, he lies, 
pretending to not know where his 
brother is (v.9) 

 Several generations later, Lamech 
(Cain’s great-great-grandson) 
marries two wives, kills a man, and 
even boasts about this! (v.23-24) 

 God looked with favour on Abel and 
his offering, but not on Cain 

 God cursed Cain and drove him from 
the land (v.11); from now on Cain 
would be restless wanderer on the 
earth (v.12) 

 Because Cain withheld his best from 
the Lord, the Lord withheld from Cain 
the very source of his livelihood 

 Cain preferred the fruits of his labour 
over obedient worship of Almighty 
God 

 God warned Cain, and even 
seemed to reason with him to 
stop him from sinning further 
(v.6-7) 

 Though Cain went ahead and 
killed his brother, God spared 
him from immediate death; 
God even promised to protect 
him from anyone who tries to 
harm him and put a mark on 
him so that no-one would kill 
him (v.15) 
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Chapter & 

Account Man’s Sin God’s Judgment God’s Mercy Amidst Judgment 

Chapter 6-9: 
Noah & the 
Great Flood 

 By Noah’s time, man’s wickedness 
had become so great that “every 
inclination of his heart was only evil 
all the time” (6:5) 

 The Bible says that “the earth was 
corrupt in God’s sight and full of 
violence” (6:11) 

 Sin was so widespread that Moses 
emphasizes that ALL the people on 
earth had corrupted their ways 
(6:12) 

 “The Lord was grieved that he had 
made man on the earth, and his heart 
was filled with pain.” (6:5)  how 
great sin must have been to bring  
such grief to God 

 After the Flood, Noah became drunk 
with wine 

 Noah’s youngest son (Ham) 
dishonored his father when he saw 
his nakedness and gossiped to his 
brothers (9:22) 

 God declared that He would 
destroy the earth, and wipe out 
all of mankind (6:7, 13) 

 Sin had so corrupted the world 
that God would wipe out every 
living thing that moved on the 
earth, every creature that had 
the breath of life in its nostrils 
(7:22-23) 

 God flooded the earth for 150 
days, and at its highest point, 
the waters covered the 
mountains to a depth of more 
than 20 feet (7:20)  God’s 
judgment was thorough 

 As judgment on Ham, God 
cursed Canaan (Ham’s son) 
through the words of Noah and 
declared that Canaan would be 
slaves to all of his brother 

 Noah was the only exception; he 
was a righteous man, and he walked 
with God (6:9); he found favour in 
the eyes of the Lord (6:8) 

 A more literal translation says that 
God’s grace (or favour) found Noah 

 Amidst a heavily depraved people, 
God found favour with Noah and 
chose to save him and his family 
(6:18) through an ark 

 God also preserved other creatures 
by commanding Noah to bring pairs 
onto the ark 

 God Himself called out to Noah 
when the waters had completely 
subsided to come out of the ark 
(8:15-16) 

 God blessed Noah and made a 
covenant of peace with him and his 
descendants (9:8-11) and placed a 
rainbow in the sky as a reminder of 
His promise 

Chapter 11: 
The Tower 
of Babel 

 The men of Babel desired to make a 
name for themselves and not be 
scattered over the earth by building 
for themselves a city, with a “tower 
that reaches to the heavens.” (11:4) 

 The sin of pride so consumed these 
men, and can so easily dominate our 
motives 

 1 John 2:15-18  “For everything 
in the world – the cravings of sinful 
man, the lust of his eyes and the 
boasting of what he has and does – 
comes not from the Father but from 
the world. The world and its desires 
pass away, but the man who does 
the will of God lives forever” 

 The Lord confused their 
language and scattered them all 
over the earth, and the city was 
left unfinished (11:7-8) 

 Throughout Israel’s history, 
God would bring judgment on 
both Israel and pagan nations, 
so that His name would be 
glorified 

 E.g. Ezekiel 36  The nations 
that scorned Israel would 
themselves suffer scorn (v.7); 
God would increase Israel’s 
numbers (v.11), all for the sake 
of God’s holy name (v.22) 

 Again, God spared their lives! 
 God confused their language, which 

was both an act of judgment as well 
as one of mercy 

 “Nothing they plan to do will be 
impossible for them…” (11:6) – 
even sin! 

 If man could not communicate they 
could not plot together to find more 
ways of sinning against God 

 

 
Two other points to note about Genesis 3-11 
1. Noah & Enoch: Examples of godliness 

 Both Noah and Enoch were described as men who walked with God (5:24, 6:9) 
 Enoch: was commended as one who, by faith, pleased and walked with God (Hebrews 11:5-6); he prophesized that 

God’s judgment would come upon godless men, and wasn’t afraid to stand for God’s truth (Jude 14);  
 God saw fit to spare him from death  “…then he was no more, because God took him away.” (Gen 5:24) 
 Noah: was called a ‘righteous man, blameless among the people of his time’ (6:9); he was faithful to obey all that 

God commanded him to do (6:22, 7:5,16) and 2 Peter 2:5 tells us that Noah was a ‘preacher of righteousness’ 
 The first thing that Noah did upon exiting the ark was to build an altar to the Lord and worship Him. Scripture records 

that God was pleased with his offering (v.20-21) 
 
2. The ‘godly line’ leading to the coming of the promised Messiah, Jesus Christ 

 God set a promise in place in Gen 3:15 through the prophecy there would come a day when the ‘woman’s offspring’ 
would crush the head of Serpent; this was symbolic of the coming of Jesus Christ, who would defeat sin and death 
with his death (John 19:30) and resurrection, and ultimately defeat Satan himself (Revelation 20). 

 This promised Messiah would ultimately come through the lineage of Adam  Seth  Noah  Shem  and Abram, 
the first ‘patriarch’ of the old covenant (see genealogy in Matthew 1:1-16) 

 Even from the very first instance, God set in motion all that needed to happen in order for His great salvation plan to 
unfold – the provision of a spotless sacrificial lamb who would take away the sin of the world! (John 1:29) 
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