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CGYG / LIFE Bible Study Series 2006-07: Genesis 
Genesis 3: The Gospel according to Genesis 3           March 2, 2007 
 
Today, many people who would claim to ‘share the Gospel’ do not begin with the underlying foundation or reason why 
we need the Gospel in the first place. There are (at least) three important aspects of the Gospel: the sin of man, the 
judgment of God and the mercy of God. All of these are present in Genesis 3. The Gospel message begins with man’s sin 
– his falling short of God’s glory. Without sin, there would be no need for salvation, or the Gospel per se. Scripture tells 
us that as a result of sin, God has condemned all to death (Rom 3:23). In spite of this condemnation, however, from the 
very beginning we see God’s mercy plan unfolding. Beginning from Genesis 3, the Bible shows us that God extends 
mercy to us by giving us the opportunity to repent and be reconciled to Him, ultimately through Jesus Christ. 
 
1. If you had an opportunity to share the Gospel with someone, what would you say? What would you be sure to 

include in your Gospel presentation? Take a few minutes to pair off in your groups, and have one volunteer in each 
group to try ‘sharing the Gospel’ with the other person. 

 
 
Read Genesis 3 
 
I. Man’s Sin 
1. What was the question that the serpent posed to Eve (v.1)? In what ways was the serpent aiming to deceive Eve (v.4-

5)? What was Eve’s response to this (v. 2, 6)? What was Adam’s response to Eve (v.6)? 
 
 
 
2. The serpent is elsewhere in the Bible referred to as “…the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray.” (Rev 

12:9). What does this tell us about the nature of the proposition that the serpent was presenting to Adam & Eve? 
What is merely a proposition to fulfill physical desires of hunger? 

 
 
 
 
3. What happened after their disobedience of God’s command (v. 7-8)? Why do you think this was the case? 
 
 
 
 

II. God’s Judgment 
4. In what ways did God exact His judgment upon the Serpent (and Satan), Adam and Eve (v.14-19, v.23)? What was 

God’s ultimate judgment on them(v.19)? What does this tell us about God’s attitude towards sin?  
 On the serpent / Satan: 

 
 
 On Eve: 

 
 
 On Adam: 

 
 
5. Read Genesis 3:24. What did God place between Adam and Eve and the Tree of Life? From the following passages, 

what is the significance and symbolism of this? 
 Deut 4:23-24, Heb 12:28-29  

 
 
 
 Rev 19:11-15. Who is this passage referring to? What comes out of His mouth, and what is its purpose? 
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 Heb 4:12-13. What does the sword symbolize in this passage? What does this tell about the God’s judgment of 

the world? 
 
 
 

III. God’s Mercy 
Through Adam & Eve’s sin came death for all whom Adam represented (Romans 5). This judgment was, and is, fully justified 
as no one can offend a holy God and live (Eze 18:4-9). Life, in fact, was conditional from the very beginning. In Genesis 2, 
God made very plain to Adam that his life was contingent upon his obedience to God (2:17). Even as soon as they sinned, 
however, we see God’s mercy being shown to Adam & Eve. He allows them to live on for many years (until Adam was 930 
years old), and in His mercy preserves their lives by providing for them and ensuring that descendants would follow. This 
mercy would continue as God provided man with a system of animal sacrifice to outwardly demonstrate repentance of sin, in 
order for those seeking forgiveness to be reconciled to Him. Ultimately, all of this pointed to the Lord Jesus Christ, the ‘Lamb 
of God’ who would one day come and sacrifice himself to take away the sins of the world (John 1:29). Many would believe on 
Him and be saved. 
 
6. Read Lev 1:2-9, 4:22-26. Under the Law of Moses, what needed to be done by the priest offering an animal sacrifice 

as atonement for the sins of the people? If a fiery sword represents God’s judgment, what was the symbolic meaning 
of what the priest was required to do? 

 
 
 
 
7. Read Lev 16:11-16a, Hebrews 9:22 and 10:19-22. What was the purpose of the blood taken from the animal offering 

in covering the sins of the people? Why is the ‘shedding of blood’ important? What was the shedding and sprinkling 
of blood in the sacrifices meant to foreshadow? 

 
 
 
 
8. What is the significance of what God did in Genesis 3: 21? What was needed for this? Why couldn’t have God 

simply made extra fig leave coverings for Adam & Eve? 
 
 
 
 
9. Read Gen 3:15 again. Martin Luther said that this verse, “embraces and comprehends within itself everything noble 

and glorious that is to be found anywhere in the scriptures.” What does enmity mean? Who are the offspring of Satan 
(c.f. John 8:44)? Who is the offspring (or ‘seed’) of the woman referring to here? 

 
 
 

How would this conflict end (v.15b)? In what way would Satan strike (or bruise) the Lord’s heel and how would the 
Lord crush Satan’s head? What was the glorious consequence of this (Heb 2:14-15 and Rom 16:20)? 

 
 
 
10. How does Scripture say that God will ultimately deal with Satan (Rev 20: 1-3,7-10)? 
 
 
 

Taking every thought captive… 
As Hugh Vickery says, “The animal sacrifices of the Old Testament were imperfect sacrifices that could temporarily cover the sins 
of the people but could never purify the people of sin… The sacrifice of Christ, however, was a perfect sacrifice. He bore the full 
brunt of the sword and fire of God's judgment on the cross. Therefore, His sprinkled blood satisfies the judgment of God and makes 
atonement once and for all for our sins. Faith in Jesus and His atoning sacrifice is the only path to the Tree of Life and to fellowship 
with God. We cannot be stained with sin and enter the presence of God anymore than Adam and Eve could remain in God's garden 
stained with the sin of rebellion.” Through faith in Jesus' atonement, our sin is removed and Christ’s righteousness becomes our 
righteousness in the sight of God. Sin no longer is an issue between God and us. We can then freely enter His presence and eat of 
His life. To God be the Glory! 
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