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CGYG / LIFE Bible Study Series 2006-07: Genesis 
Genesis 12 – Abraham                       August 10, 2007 
 
Genesis 1 & 2 describes the world and creation as God had intended, and chapters 3-11 describe the introduction of sin into 
the world through Adam & Eve, and sin’s destructiveness on mankind. Now in chapter 12, God begins to unfold for us His 
wonderful plan of salvation – a plan to restore all of creation back to Him. From before time, God had ordained a means of 
saving grace that would enable sinners to be reconciled to Him. Amidst God’s curse on Adam and Eve, the promise was 
made in Genesis 3:15 that there would one day appear a Saviour who would destroy both sin and Satan. In the account of 
Abram, we see the beginnings of a nation chosen by God, from whom eventually would come Jesus Christ, the Messiah 
who is Saviour to all people, from every tribe and nation (Rev 7:9). As we shall see in our next study Abram would, indeed, 
become the spiritual father to many people as they each placed their faith in Christ. As a reminder of this promise, God 
would give Abram a new name later in Genesis 17: Abraham, which suitably means ‘father of many’. 
 
1. Have you ever had to give up something very near and dear to you, in hopes that you’d attain something even better in 

the end? What happened and did your sacrifice pay off? 
 
2. If you’re a Christian, has there ever been a time where you wanted to go one direction, but God steered you in another, 

Or perhaps you sensed that God clearly wanted you down another path? Did you heed His calling and if so, what did 
that obedience require? When you look back on the situation now, can you see why the Lord directed you that way? 

 
Read Genesis 11:27-12:9 
1. Where was Abram when he first heard from the Lord God (Gen 11:31, Acts 7:2-3)? What did God ask Abram to do 

(12:1), and how did Abram respond?  
 

- Abram likely heard from the Lord when he was still in the region of Ur of the Chaldeans (see map) 
- In fact, this call to move to Canaan was also likely known to Terah, Abram’s father. Instead of heeding God, however, Terah settled his family in Haran. 

 
 
2. What blessings did God promise to Abram (Gen 12:1-3)? 
 

- First main blessing was land (v.1)  “…go to the land I will show you” 
- Second main blessing:  “I will make you into a great nation…”  ensuring descendants 
- Other blessings: “I will make your name great…”; “I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse…”  God’s personal protection of him 

and his descendants 
 
3. Read Hebrews 11:8-12. What challenges could have hindered Abram from obeying God? In light of Genesis 11:30, how 

do you think the promise to make him a nation (give him descendants) could have seemed to Abram? Instead, what does 
this passage tell us about Abram and what he did? 

 
- God asked Abram to remove himself from his country (land), his people (community) and his father’s household (family)  all great sacrifices 
- It was by faith that Abram obeyed God in all that he was told to do. 
- Again, true faith shows itself in actions of obedience 
- Abram “…did not know where he was going”! (v.8b) 
- He was a stranger in a foreign country (v.9a)… not only passed through, but “…made his home” there 
- But he lived in tents, a temporary housing, presumably until he reached where he knew God was leading him 
- Abram believed in God’s promise – the same promise that belonged to his heirs (v. 9b) 
- Abram was ‘…looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.’ (v.10)  the ‘city of God’ 
- Heb 11  Abram ‘…considered him faithful who had made the promise.’  God was the One who would do the work 

 
 
4. Look at the attached map, and trace the journey that God led Abram through and where was this Promised Land situated 

(described in Gen 12:4-8). As the Lord leads, how does He begin to clarify His promise to Abram? What was Abram’s 
response at Shechem (v.7), and again when the Lord led them to the hills east of Bethel? What do we see of Abram’s 
character here? 

 
- Abram  did all that the Lord had commanded him  they set out from Haran for the land of Canaan as far as Shechem, where the Canaanites were dwelling 
- Finally settled east of Bethel and west of Ai 
- Then set out toward the Negev (desert?) 
- There, God clarifies His promise of the ‘land’ as being none other than Canaan (v.7) 
- In response, Abram built an altar to God in worship (and thanksgiving) 
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5. As obedient as Abram was to God by leaving all his creature comforts and heading to parts unknown, the Bible is clear 

that Abram didn’t ‘earn’ his salvation or God’s favour through his works of obedience. In fact, what does Joshua 24:2-4 
tell us about Abram and the environment that he lived in when God first called out to him? What attributes or 
characteristics of God do we see so clearly here, and how does this continue to hold true for us today (c.f. Romans 5:6-
8)? 

 
- Joshua 24:2-4  the people in Abram’s country, including his own household, worshipped other gods (were idolaters) 
- In the midst of this, Joshua says that God “…took your father Abraham from the land… and led him throughout Canaan…”  Doctrine of election: God chooses 

whom He wishes to, in spite (not because) of who we are 
- Rom 5:6-8  “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us…”  God chose to save us, despite the fact that we are so undeserving of His salvation 

 
6. A person can only be accepted by God – who is infinite in His holiness – if that person himself (or herself) is thoroughly 

righteous, with no sin to be counted against them. None of us are righteous, as the Bible says (Rom 3:10-11), not even 
one such as Abram (as we shall see in the next section). Even our very best intentions or actions are sin-tainted.  

 
So what does Romans 4:1-5 tell us about Abram, in God’s sight? Does this mean that we should not, or don’t need to do 
good works of obedience for God? Where do faith and deeds fit in the picture of salvation (James 2:14-24)? 

 
- Rom 4:1-5  Abram would have had something to boast about if he was ‘justified by works’, i.e. if he contributed to his salvation through his own works 
- Abram believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness 
- But how do we know Abram believed God? How was Abram’s faith proven? A: By his actions (“…faith without deeds is dead…” because it isn’t true faith!) 
- I.e. we believe God, and He credits it to us as righteousness… we do good works as evidence that we already possess saving faith 
- I.e. it is NOT that faith + works = salvation, but that faith = salvation  evidenced by works 

 
 
Read Genesis 12:10-20 
7. As famine set upon the land, Abram entered Egypt, bringing along with him his family, the people and their 

possessions. What did he ask his wife Sarai to do as he was about to enter the land, and what was the result for Abram 
because of this (v.16)? What do you make of Abram’s thoughts and actions here? As in the example of Noah (Gen 
9:21), what warning should we take away from this account? 
 
- Abram feared for his life more than he feared God, so he told his wife Sarai to lie and say that she was his sister (instead of his wife) – v.12 
- As a result, the Pharaoh “…treated Abram well for her sake…”; he acquired sheet & cattle, donkeys, servants and camels (v.16) 
- This was certainly a cowardly act, and an outright act of deception and lying 

 
8. What did God do as judgment for Abram’s sin? What did Pharaoh do in response to God’s judgment? 

 
- God ‘…inflicted serious diseases on the Pharaoh and his household…’ (v.17) 
- The Pharaoh summoned Abram to clarify the situation, and then ordered Abram, Sarai, and all of his men to leave at once 

 
Abram committed the same sin of deception again later when he returned to the region of Negev in chapter 20. It seems 
just like many of us, Abram feared losing his own life and was willing to lie and deceive just to preserve his welfare. 
This was despite the fact that God had revealed Himself to Abram already on at least two occasions! To be fair Sarah 
was, in fact, a half-sister of Abram’s (Gen 20:12) but the point is that Abram intentionally deceived the authorities for 
fear of his life (20:11), and in so doing sinned against the Lord. Though the Bible does not mention any specific, 
immediate judgment that God brought upon Abram & Sarai for lying and lacking faith, this account should warn us that 
even the most ‘godly’ of men are capable of terrible sin, apart from the grace of God. So be on guard, and take 
Scripture’s warning seriously, that “anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.’ (1 Cor 10:12 – ESV) 

 
Taking every thought captive… 
We see in Abram, a life that is lived overall by faith in the Lord God. Forsaking his family and his country, Abram set out 
on a journey that God had given him, even though he did not know where he was going (Heb 11:8). As Matthew Henry 
writes, “By this precept (Abraham) was tried whether he loved his native soil and dearest friends, and whether he could 
willingly leave all, to go along with God. His country had become idolatrous, his kindred and his father’s house were a 
constant temptation to him, and he could not continue with them without danger of being infected by them. This command, 
which God gave to Abram, is much the same with the gospel call by which all the spiritual seed of faithful Abram are 
brought into covenant with God. For 1) Natural affection must give way to divine grace. 2) Sin, and all the occasions of it, 
must be forsaken, and particularly bad company; we must abandon all the idols of iniquity which have been set up in our 
hearts, willingly parting with that which is dearest to us, when we cannot keep it without hazard of our integrity. 3) The 
world, and all our enjoyments in it, must be looked upon with a holy indifference; we must no longer look upon it as our 
country, or home, but as our inn, and must accordingly sit loose to it, live above it, and get out of it in affection.” 
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