
CGYG / LIFE Bible Study Series 2006-07: Genesis 
Genesis 1-2: Review                      January 12, 2007 
 
As we’ve seen so far in our study of Genesis, the Bible presents a very clear and authoritative position on some very fundamental 
aspects of life; its starting point is there is a God who always existed, and who, out of His own wisdom and sovereignty and 
relational character, created ‘the heavens and the earth’ – that is, absolutely everything. Furthermore, there is specific order to all 
that He has created, both in terms of purpose and role. In this evening’s study, we will pause to briefly review what we’ve learned in 
the past studies and think through more carefully what implications these Biblical truths have on our worldview. 
 
Read Genesis 1-2 
 
I. Biblical view of Creation (1:1-31) 

Moses, the author of Genesis, goes into great detail in chapter 1 to describe the totality of God’s creation. The earth before 
Genesis 1 is described as ‘formless and empty’, with nothing but disorder and darkness en mass. As God speaks, divine creation 
begins, from the creation of light and darkness, day and night, land, sky and seas, to vegetation, all creatures great and small and 
ultimately the creation of man; literally everything is described as the work of God’s hands. 
 
i. What does “In the beginning…” (1:1) tell us about God, in relation to space and time and in relation to all of creation? (Psalm 

90:2, 102:25 and John 1:1-5) 
 

 
 

ii. Spend a few minutes discussing the following:  
- Why is this understanding of God as Creator important in enabling us to properly worship Him, and to deal with things that happen daily 

in our lives with the right perspective? How would our view of life change if all of creation came about by random chance? 
- How should knowing the biblical view of creation affect our view of the world, e.g. of issues like material ownership, environmental 

protection, how we use our natural resources, animal vs. human ‘rights’, etc.? 
 
II. Biblical view of the creation of man (1:26-30; 2:4-9, 15-25) 

In our study of Genesis, we’ve learned that the intrinsic value of man is based on their being created in the image of God, and not 
from anything derived from man himself. In addition to this, man was created with the purpose of representing God on earth and 
reflecting His glory by tending to it, taking care of it, and subduing it through the call to stewardship (the doctrine of vocation). 

 
i. Look again what it means to be created ‘in God’s image’? What are some of the implications of this? (see 1: 27-28 & Psalm 

8:3-8; 1:28 & Col 3:10; Eph 4:24) Ultimately, who is the goal of our likeness to be (1 Jn 3:2, Col 1:15)? 
- 1:27-28, Col 3:10  
 
- 1:27-28, Psalm 8:3-8  

 
- Eph 4:24  

 
- 1 Jn 3:2, Col 1:15  

 
Being made in God’s image means also that embedded in each of us is God’s moral standard – the universal, absolute standard of 
right and wrong that is rooted in His own righteous character (Eph 4:24). No matter our cultural, religious, or educational 
background, all of us implicitly know that there are things that are right, and things that are wrong. What would you say to 
someone who subscribes to the notion that “what’s right for you is right for you, but not necessarily for me”? 

 
ii. What were the responsibilities given to man in the Creation account (1:28; 2:5b, 15; 2:19)? Out of what motivation did God 

give these responsibilities to man  (1:28a)? What does Scripture say about those who choose not to work? (see Gen 3:19, 2 
Thes 3:6-12) 

 
 

iii. Reflect and discuss in your groups what you think the implications are of being made 1) in God’s image and 2) to be faithful 
stewards of work. Some questions you might wish to discuss: 
- What would it mean to ‘reflect God’s image’ in your daily routines? 
- If all people are made in the image of God, how should this change the way we treat people? 
- What is your attitude towards work? Think about what a typical day would be like for you at work, or at school. In light of what we’ve 

seen about work, how should your attitude change? 



III. Biblical view of marriage, and the Biblical call to celibacy 
Contrary to what the world says today about marriage just being a ‘man-made formality’, and despite the sad fact that divorce rates 
are at a historic high (even among ‘Evangelical’ circles), the Bible holds marriage in highest regard as something that God Himself 
created as a blessing to mankind. 
 
i. What does the Bible say about God’s design and purpose for marriage (2:24-25; Mal 2:15; Matt 19:4-6; Eph 5:22-32)? What 

does this tell us about the sanctity and the importance of marriage? 
 

 
 

 
ii. Scripture also gives provision for singleness under certain circumstances. In the history of the Church, many great men and 

women of God remained single (e.g. the Apostle Paul, and even the Lord Jesus Himself). What do the following passages tell 
us about provisions for singleness? (Matt 19:11-12, 1 Cor 7:7-9, 32-35) 

 
 
 

 
iii. Spend a few minutes discussing these questions: 

- If you’re not already, do you wish one day to be married? Why or why not? 
- How should the Biblical view of marriage affect your view of it and your attitude towards preparing yourself for marriage? 
- In what ways can you help to preserve and foster others’ marriages? 
- What is your view of ‘same-sex marriage’? 

 
IV. Biblical manhood and womanhood 

As we’ve seen in Genesis, men and women are of equal value before God because they were together created in His image (1:27). 
In addition, God’s blessing and command to ‘fill the earth and subdue it” were given to both Adam and Eve – men and women 
therefore have the responsibility and privilege of reflecting God’s glory by carrying forth His rule over creation. However, 
implicit in the order of creation (in that “Adam was created first, then Eve”) is God’s design for there to also be a headship-
submission dynamic between man and woman, both in marriage and in the church. In this design, man is given the responsibility 
to provide headship, and woman the responsibility to submit and receive the capable leadership of worthy men. This dynamic is 
ultimately rooted in God Himself, as Christ submits to God the Father, and the Holy Spirit submits to both the Father and the Son. 
Scripture clearly points that the roles of man and woman are to be different – this means that certain things should be done by 
men, while others should be done by women. 
 
i. Read 1 Corinthians 11:3. The word ‘head’ in 1 Corinthians is the Greek work ‘kephale’, which means one who is in a 

position of authority over the other. How is the relationship between God the Father and God the Son (Jesus Christ) 
characterized in this passage? 

 
 
 
 

ii. What two other relationships are presented in 1 Cor 11:3? What further does this tell us about headship and submission in the 
context of marriage as part of God’s design? 

 
 
 
 

The Bible describes the type of headship that a husband should provide for his wife as one that is like Christ’s headship over His 
Church – to fully give himself for her in sacrifice in order to love, protect and serve her. This headship provides spiritual 
leadership and oversight, by creating an environment in the marriage that seeks always to glorify Christ and foster a love for 
God’s Word. Likewise, the type of submission that wives ought to have is a type of pure and reverent submission (1 Peter 3:1-7) 
that imitates Christ as He was persecuted – a gentle and quiet spirit that betrays nothing short of a unswerving faith in the 
goodness and faithfulness of God’s plan in all situations. 

 
iii. What does 1 Timothy 2:8-15 tell us about authority and submission in the context of the church? What does Paul appeal to, in 

order to justify his argument (v. 13-14)? 
 
 
 

iv. Spend the final minutes of the study discussing the following: 
- How would headship and submission between husband and wife be practically demonstrated in the home? 
- What do Scriptural passages like 1 Tim 2 imply about women in pastoral leadership or in teaching positions over men in the church?  
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