
New Testament Bible Study Series 
Leader’s Notes Ephesians 2:17-22 April 28, 2017 
 
Read Ephesians 2:11-22 
Recall that v11 begins with “therefore”. This serves as a reminder that this portion of scripture is a continuation of the 
previous section from Ephesians 2:1-10. In light of God’s grace demonstrated in the work of Christ, there are 
implications to how we, those who were once dead to God are now made alive and called to live as his workmanship.  
 
1. Define the following terms and their implications based on the passages from our previous study: 
 

a. Dividing wall of hostility (v14-15): 
 Jews and Gentiles were separate groups 

 Jews were God’s chosen people who he had revealed himself to 
 Gentiles did not belong to the kingdom of God 

 Physical wall in the temple that separated the two groups of people 
 Resentment and tensions between the two groups because of this 

 
b. Christ is our peace (v14): 

 Christ is the common ground, the bridge between the two groups, the Jews and Gentiles 
 He unites the two people into one new being 
 He puts to death the hostility 

 
c. Reconciliation (v16):  

 Making amends for something. Restoring a broken relationship 
 Restoring always involves paying a price 
 Because of Chris shed blood (the price) 

o Larger picture, God and man are reconciled 
o Smaller picture, Jew and Gentile are reconciled together 

 
The law is no longer the way by which Jews could try to come to God. The way of approach is now through 
reconciliation, peace by the blood of Christ. Salvation and our subsequent access to God is by the means of grace for 
both the Jew (the circumcision) and the Gentile (the uncircumcision). 
 
Eph 2:17-19 - And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. For through 
him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,  
 
2. Based on the above verses, consider: 

a. Who is this message being preached to (c.f. Eph 2:11-13)?  
 Jews – those that are near (given the ordinances of God) 
 Gentiles – those that are far off 

 
b. What is this message of peace? What are the implications of this peace?  

 Message of peace is the gospel, union with Christ for both Jew and Gentile reconciliation with God (and this 
naturally flows into other relationships) 

 Direct access to God 
 More than peace, we are no longer strangers and aliens, in fact are citizens of the kingdom! 
 We have a new identity, adopted as sons in God’s family 

 



3. What does it mean to have access to the Father through one Spirit (c.f. 1 Cor 12:13; Rom 8:15-16, Gal 4:6-7)?How 
do you see the triune God at work? 
 

 1 Cor 12:13 – we are UNITED as one 
o The same Spirit indwells all, united in one body, the body of Christ 
o There are no second class citizens 
o Sidebar: Drink alludes to idea of living water/springs outlined in scripture 

 
 Rom 8:15-16 / Gal 4:6-7 – we are ADOPTED as God’s children (Spirit of sonship) 

o Given the Spirit of adoption, who testifies that we are the children of God 
o We have the privileges of a Father son relationship, direct access to the Father 

 No longer need to go through a priest once a year in the holy of holies 
o God sent the Spirit of Christ into our hearts, his spirit cries out to the Father 

 Tie back to the union with Christ 
 Note that Spirit of God, Spirit of son are interchangeable terms 

o Eph 1 reminds us that the Spirit is the down payment of our inheritance as God’s children, he is our 
guarantee 

 
 Our study of theology should cause us to be amazed and wonder at God’s love demonstrated by Christ death 

and atoning work. Never lose sight of the glorious implications the word has for us.  
 Triune God at work 

o God the Father sends the son 
o Christ death on the cross provides the peace 
o The Spirit provides the access 

 
Eph 2:19-20 - So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of 
the household of God,built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone  
 
4. We were estranged and separated, but are nowcitizens.Our identity is found in being part ofthe household of God. 
 

a. What does it mean that Christ is the cornerstone of this household (c.f. 1 Cor 3:11; 1 Peter 2:6-7)?  
 Sure foundation! 

o The part that everything else is built around it 
 Everything is joined together, it will not function separately 

o Implies he is the anchor and is secure 
 

 1 Cor 3:11 
o Christ is the foundation; there is NO other foundation 
o Our citizenship/household depends entirely on it 

 
 1 Peter 2:6-7 

o Cornerstone is laid by God himself; it is chosen and precious in his eyes 
 

b. What does it mean that this foundation of this household is built on the apostles and prophets (c.f. Eph 3:4-
5;Rom 16:25-26)?  

 
 Eph 3:4-5 

o Insight into the mystery of Christ has been revealed in the Spirit to the apostles  
 Apostles are eye witnesses to the message and resurrection 



 Their testimony of Christ was foundational in starting the church and proclaiming 
the message across the world 

o The prophets foretold of the coming messiah, pointed to him throughout scripture 
 

 Rom 16:25-26 
o The secret hinted at by the prophecies are fulfilled in Apostles message of the Christ 
o Recall that the apostles were commissioned by Christ to proclaim the fullness of him 
o The combination of prophecy and apostle testimony points to the full picture of Christ 

 
Eph 2:21-22 - …in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also 
are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 
 
5. What imagery does this holy temple draw to mind (c.f. 1 Chron 17:4-6, 11-12, 2 Chron 5:11-14)? 

 The holy temple is where God is praised and worshipped by his people 
 God dwells in the temple with his people 

 
6. How does the united structure, Jew and Gentile joined together by Christ the cornerstone, grow into the holy 
temple of God (c.f. 1 Cor 3:6-7; 2 Cor 6:16)? 

 
 1 Cor 3:6-7 

o God is the one who causes the growth of the structure 
o The structure is nourished by the teachings of the word (the ministry of the Church leaders, members, 

and shepherds) 
 

 2 Cor 6:16 
o God dwells among us, we are the temple of the living God 
o Implications to how we ought to live and conduct ourselves 

 We are to walk with God and called to be separate from the world, the idols that would distract 
us from full allegiance to God 

o Are we amazed that God dwells with us? That we are God’s people? 
 
7. Knowing that we are called to grow into this holy temple, how should this impact the way we conduct ourselves 
(c.f. 1 Pet 2:4-5; 1 Cor 6:18-20)? What about the implications for the whole structure, the church (c.f. 1 Cor 3:16-17)? 
 

 1 Pet 2:4-5 
o We are reminded that we come to a living stone chosen by God that was rejected by the world 
o We are called to be holy priesthood, and the implications are that we should be united together 

 The world will reject us 
 Let us not be causing dissension within the church and be respectful of one another 
 We are part of the same body, joined and growing together to glorify God as our end goal 

 We are all chosen by God, selected for his good purposes 
 There are acceptable ways and unacceptable ways of worship 

o It is a process, we are being built up, we haven’t reached it yet 
 

 1 Cor 6:18-20 
o Context here is sexual immorality, joining your body with a prostitute 

 Christ likens lust of the mind to adultery – serious implications to how we ought to think and live 
o We are reminded to renew our mind and glorify God with our bodies because we are not our own 
o Actions of the individual body impacts the whole body, because the individuals make up the church 



 They are both temples of God 
 Sin impacts the entire structure 

 
 1 Cor 3:16-17 

o Context is directed to those that would cause disunity within the church 
 I follow Dr. Dave (Apollos)! 
 I follow Albert (Paul)! 

o Paul reminds the readers that they are to be united in one body, one church 
 

 For further reflection on how believers are called to be united together, mediate on Ephesians 4. 
 
The temple is built out and up from the revelation given in Christ, with the apostles and prophets elaborating and 
explaining the mystery, which has been made known to them by the Holy Spirit. But all is built on Christ, supported by 
Christ, and the shape is determined by Christ, the cornerstone.  


