
New Testament Bible Study Series 
 Ephesians 1:11-14 January 20, 2017 
Read Ephesians 1:3-14 
1. As we conclude this section on the spiritual blessings we have in Christ, what are one or two things that come to mind 
that have remained with you the course of the studies? 
 
 
 
Eph 1:11-12 - In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who 
works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise 
of his glory.  
Eph 1:13-14 - In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were 
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the 
praise of his glory. 
 
2. Reread the passage once more. Who is Paul is referring to in v11 and v13? 
 
 
Notice that for the first time in the epistle, Paul makes a distinction among the believers. Until now he has spoken of all 
believers, but here he contrasts "we" (v11) and "you" (v13). As the context suggests (v12-13), the "we" refers to Jewish 
Christians, and the "you" to Gentile believers.  
 
3. Defineinheritance. What is the Christian’s inheritance in Christ (c.f. Rev 21:1-4)? 
 
 
 
b. Consider the rendering ofEph 1:11 in theNew English Translation (NET). What does Paul want us to understand from 
this verse(c.f. Deut 4:20;Deut 32:8-9; Eph 1:18)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Reflect on what it means that God works all things according to the counsel of his will (c.f. Psalm 135:4-8; Rom 8:28)? 
How does this tie into the idea of predestination (c.f. Eph 1:4-5)?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. What do you think it means that that the Jews were the first to hope in Christ (c.f. John 1:11-12; 4:22; Acts 13:45-
46)?How do you think this relates to the way the Jews are called to live (c.f.John 15:7-8)?  
 
 



 
Eph 1:11-12 - In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who 
works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise 
of his glory.  
Eph 1:13-14 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were 
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the 
praise of his glory. 
 
6. Note the presence of "also" in verse13. This provides the continuity and marks the discontinuity between the two 
groups of believers. Summarize verses 11-14, compare and contrast on how Gentiles now share in this blessing: 
 
 
 
 
7. God's spiritual blessings for believers are based not only on the sovereign election of the Father (v3-6) and the 
redemptive work of the Son (v7-12), but also on the seal of the Holy Spirit. What do you thinkis the significance of this 
seal that comes through the hearing and believing of the proclaimed gospel (c.f. 2 Cor 1:21-22)? 
 
 
 
 
 
The Holy Spirit is our________________________________ of the inheritance that is tobe acquired (hint; see the 
footnote for guarantee in v14). 
 
Remembering what we covered earlier about inheritance, the phrase “until we acquire possession of it” can also be 
rendered “until God redeems his possession” (ESV footnote).For the Jew, the term “inheritance” and “possession” 
brings forth imagery of a chosen people being claimed by God as his portion. By association in Christ, Gentiles have also 
been claimed by God as his inheritance (v18) and we have a foretaste of this present reality now through the Spirit’s 
confirmation in our lives. 
 
As sons and daughters of the most high, we fix our eyes on things unseen, eagerly anticipatingour future inheritance; 
where for all of eternity, God will be our portion and God’s portion will be with redeemed mankind, his treasured 
possession (c.f. 1 Pet 2:9; Mal 3:17; Rev 21:1-4). 
 
8. Reflect on this truth, you are God’s inheritance, his treasured possession. How does this impact you personally? 
 
 
 
 
Eph 1:11-14 (NET)- In Christ we too have been claimed as God’s own possession, since we were predestined according to 
the one purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to the counsel of his will so that we, who were the first to 
set our hope on Christ, would be to the praise of his glory. And when you heard the word of truth (the gospel of your 
salvation)—when you believed in Christ—you were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit, who is the down 
payment of our inheritance, until the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of his glory. 
 

Christian, be reminded today that you have been claimed by God; redeemed at a great cost, by the blood of the 
sacrificial lamb (v7). The unfolding of your salvation was predetermined long before the foundation of the world and 
ultimately finds its climax in the glory of God. This is where your identity, worth and life is found. To God be the glory 
forever, amen. 


