
CGYG & LIFE Bible Study - Acts 
Acts 8:1 - 9:31 

 
Read Acts 8:1-8 
-Who was Stephen, and what is the context of Acts 8:1-3? 
 -one of the seven set apart by the Church to take care of distribution of food to the Grecian widows 
 -the first martyr; accused falsely of speaking against Moses and against the Temple and put to death 
 
-Who was Saul, and what kind of man was he? (cf. Acts 9:1-2, 22:3-5, 26:9-11; Gal. 1:14; Phil. 3:4b-6) 
 -a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, from Tarsus in Cilicia; a ‘Hebrew of Hebrews’ 
 -a Pharisee trained under Gamaliel 
 -‘faultless’ in terms of legalistic/external righteousness 
 -extremely zealous for the traditions of his fathers - advancing beyond many Jews his own age 
 -present at Stephen’s death; kept watch over the cloaks of Stephen’s accusers, and approved of his death  

-zealous to the point of persecuting the church - dragged people to prison, cast vote against them when they were put to death 
 -didn’t stop with persecuting Church in Jerusalem; even went to foreign lands to persecute them 
 
-What was the result of the persecution that broke out against the Church? (cf. Acts 1:8) 
 -believers were scattered into the surrounding area & proclaimed the Gospel as they went, including Philip to a city in Samaria 
 -beginning of fulfillment of Acts 1:8 through persecution 
 
-Who was Philip, and what is the significance of his bringing the Gospel to Samaria? (cf. Acts 6:5, John 4:4-9) 
 -Philip was also one of the Seven (Acts 6:5) 
 -Gospel in Samaria begins to fulfill Jesus’ prophecy in Acts 1:8 
 -Jews hated Samaritans & did not associate with them 

- considered them half-breeds (Jews from Northern Kingdom intermarried with foreigners) 
-Samaritans also considered schismatics & heretics (e.g. did not accept the Prophets as part of Scripture; set up their own 
temple worship) 

 -first step towards full incorporation of non-Jews into the people of God  
 
-What was the response of the Samaritans to Philip’s preaching? (see also v.12) 
 -the Samaritans were themselves awaiting a Messiah (e.g. see account of Jesus & a Samaritan woman in John 4:25) 
 -paid attention to him and to the miraculous signs he did 
 -they believed in the name of Jesus Christ and were baptized, both men and women (v.12) 
 -resulted in great joy (v.8) 
 
Read Acts 8:9-25 
-Who was Simon, and who (or what) did he claim to be? 
 -a magician who deceived the people with his magic 
 -claimed to be ‘someone great’, perhaps a god, or a manifestation of the ‘divine power known as the Great Power’ 
 -early church tradition holds that he became a heretic and false teacher of the Gnostic heresy  
 
-What did Simon’s request in v.19 say about his motives and the state of his heart? 
 -wanted spiritual power for the wrong reasons; therefore tried to appropriate it by the wrong means (i.e. buying it) 
 -showed his heart not right before God (v.21); still full of bitterness and captive to sin (v.23), despite having been baptized 
  -many think he was not truly converted - i.e. his ‘belief’ was just intellectual assent, not true faith 
 -“simony” - the practice of obtaining church office by payment or bribe - named after Simon 
 
-Why was it that the Samaritans did not receive the Holy Spirit until Peter & John prayed & laid hands on them?  Is the 
Samaritan experience (of water baptism followed sometime later by receiving the Holy Spirit) to be considered the 
normal experience for Christians today? (cf. Acts 2:38-39; Acts 10:44-47; Rom. 8:9)  
 -some think because receiving the Holy Spirit is a 2nd step that follows water baptism, but not right away (e.g. Pentecostals) 
  -not likely, since the Bible promises the Holy Spirit to all who repent, believe and are baptized (Acts 2:38-39) 
   -receiving the Holy Spirit normally coincides with faith, i.e. believing in Christ (e.g. Acts 10:44-47) 
  -also, Romans 8:9 says that whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Christ 
 -some think because the Samaritans didn’t truly believe until Peter & John came to them 
  -not likely; no indication in text that Philip’s teaching or their faith was defective 
 -some think the Samaritans did receive the Holy Spirit, but just didn’t show the visible signs until Peter & John came 
  -but this contradicts v.16 
 -some think that it was because only apostles can confer the Holy Spirit  

- but in Acts 9:17, Saul receives Holy Spirit through Ananias, who is not an apostle 
 -most likely view is that Peter & John’s act openly and visibly welcomed the Samaritan believers into full membership in the Church 
  -and act of healing of the schism between Jew & Samaritans 
  -receiving the Holy Spirit an open display that Samaritan believers not ‘second-class citizens’ in the church 
  -a unique situation in history; thus, not normative for today 
 
Read Acts 8:26-40 
-Does it seem strange to you that God called Philip out of the midst of a powerful work of revival, to go reach a single 
person in the middle of nowhere?  Why or why not? 
 -important implications for the question, “What about those who have never heard?” 



-If you were in Philip’s shoes, how would you tell the ‘good news about Jesus,’ beginning with the passage of Scripture 
the Ethiopian eunuch was reading (from Isaiah 53:7-8)? 
 
 
Read Acts 9:1-31 
-Who was Saul persecuting, and why did he stop? (cf. Luke 10:16) 
 -persecuting Christians in Jerusalem, and planned to persecute Christians in Damascus 
 -but was in so doing actually persecuting Christ; and by extension, persecuting God, who sent Christ (Luke 10:16) 
 -stopped because Christ appeared to him, and he realized who Jesus really was - the Son of God (v.20) 
 
-Why did God choose to save Saul? (see also 1 Timothy 1:12-16) 
 -chose to save the ‘worst of sinners’ to display His unlimited patience as an example to others who would believe 

-Saul would be His chosen instrument to carry His name to the Gentiles & their kings, and to the Jews 
 
-What was Ananias’ initial response to the Lord’s command to go to Saul, and why?  How did the Lord overcome 
Ananias’ concerns? 
 -reluctance, because he knew who Saul was and what he had been doing (i.e. persecuting Christians) 
 -the Lord overcame Ananias’ fears by revealing His purposes for Saul 
 
-What were the results of Saul’s conversion (vv.20-30)? 
 -appointed as God’s chosen instrument to proclaim the good news to the Gentiles, their kings, and the Jews  

- but would result in great suffering 
 -started preaching immediately that Jesus is the Son of God - caused a stir (raised havoc?) among those who heard him 
  -baffled the Jews by proving that Jesus is the Christ  resulted in being persecuted in Damascus & Jerusalem 
   -he had to escape, first to Jerusalem, then to Tarsus 
 -feared initially by the disciples at Jerusalem, until Barnabas brought him in and vouched for him 
 
-What was the end result of the events that started with Stephen’s martyrdom (Acts 8:1-9:30)? (v.31) 
 -the church spread through Judea, Galilee and Samaria, and was strengthened 
 -enjoyed time of peace when God’s purposes completed, and received encouragement by the Holy Spirit 
 -as a result, grew in numbers and lived in righteousness (i.e. fear of the Lord) (?purifying effect of persecution?) 
 
-What lessons can we learn and apply from Acts 8-9 regarding God’s sovereignty and our responsibility in 
evangelism? 
 -God’s sovereignty 
  -able to reach even the hardest people (Samaritans - outcasts & heretics; Saul - persecutor) 
  -able to reach those in remotest places (Ethiopian eunuch in the desert) 
  -prepares the way & arranges the circumstances for the Gospel to reach the unreached 
   -persecution - resulted in spread of believers and of the Gospel into Judea & Samaria 
   -enabled Philip to performs signs to get attention of Samaritans (who were accustomed to following Simon) 
   -sent Philip down into the desert to find the Ethiopian 
   -arranged the passage of Scripture the Ethiopian was reading; brought Philip to him as just the right time 
  -stopped Saul in his tracks on the Damascus Road 
 
 -our responsibility 
  -need to be faithful to proclaim the good news about Jesus Christ wherever we go  

- as the believers did when scattered, and as Saul did once converted 
  -need to go when God calls us to go - e.g. Philip to Samaria and to the desert road; Ananias to Saul 
   -even when it doesn’t seem to make sense (Philip into the desert) or when it seems dangerous (Ananias) 
  -need to learn to meet people where they are, and to teach and preach the good news in their context 
   -Philip’s methods different with the Samaritans and with the Ethiopian 
 
Reflection and Application 
The sovereignty of God in salvation is seen over and over again in today’s passage, reaching even the hardest people in the hardest places.  
Though Stephen’s death and the persecution that resulted from it may have seemed to be a major blow, God used it to spread the Gospel 
throughout Judea and Samaria.  In His sovereignty, He enabled Philip to perform miraculous signs and wonders in a Samaritan city under the 
deception of Simon the sorcerer, drawing many to believe the good news of Jesus Christ.  In the midst of this great revival, He draws its key figure, 
Philip, away to reach a single man in the middle of the desert, preparing that man’s heart through the Scripture and bringing Philip into his life at just 
the right moment - and only for that moment - to share the good news of Jesus Christ with him.  In His sovereign grace, He reaches out to Saul on 
the Damascus road, striking him down, then sending Ananias to restore him, thus turning the chief persecutor of the Church into her chief 
missionary.  And yet, while this passage portrays God’s sovereignty in evangelism and salvation, it also speaks to our responsibility - to be faithful to 
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ wherever we go, (as the believers did when scattered by persecution)  and to be obedient to go where God 
sends, as Philip and Ananias were. 
 
Are there people in your life who seem beyond the reach of the Gospel, either because their hearts seem so hard, or because they live so far away?  
Take heart in God’s sovereignty, and in His ability to reach even the hardest people in the hardest places.  But then be faithful to pray for them and 
to obey Christ’s command to take the Gospel to your Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, and even to the ends of the earth. 


