
CGYG & LIFE Bible Study - Acts 
Acts 6:8 - 8:1a 

 
Read Acts 6:1-15 
-Who was Stephen?  What kind of man was he, and why did he face opposition? 
 -one of the 7 men selected to care for distribution to the Grecian Jewish widows (6:5) 
 -a man known to be full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom (6:3); full of faith and of the Holy Spirit (6:5) 
 -a man full of God’s grace and power (presumably through the Holy Spirit), who did great wonders & miraculous signs (6:8) 
 -spoke with wisdom and through the Spirit (6:10) 
 

-opposed presumably because he was testifying to Christ; brought up on false charges because opponents unable to stand up 
against his wisdom or the Spirit by whom he spoke (6:10) 

 
-What were the two charges that Stephen’s opponents brought against him? 

1.  Speaking against the law (v.13), that Jesus would change the customs handed down by Moses (v.14); i.e. Blasphemy 
against Moses (v.11) 

2.  Speaking against ‘this holy place’ (i.e. Temple) (v.13), which they saw as the house of God, that Jesus would destroy it 
(v.14); together with speaking against the law, i.e. God’s Word, Blasphemy against God (v.11) 

 
 
-Why might these false charges have seemed to have some legitimacy to the Sanhedrin? (cf. Matt 5:27-28; 
12:1-2; 15:1-3; John 2:18-22; Matt. 24:1-2, 26:59-61) 

-they had made the same accusations of Jesus Himself (i.e. that He did not adhere to the laws and customs, and that He said He 
would destroy the temple and rebuild it in 3 days) 

 -Jesus did say the Temple would be destroyed (Matt 24:1-2) 
 
 
-What is Jesus’ relation to the Temple (Matt 12:6; Heb 9:11-12)?  to the law (Matt 5:17; Col 2:17; John 5:39-
40)? 

-He is ‘greater than the Temple’; the one to whom the Temple/tabernacle points, who entered the Most Holy Place by His own 
blood - with His death and resurrection, the Temple and its system of sacrifices is rendered obsolete 
-He is the one to whom the law points, and who fulfills the Law - those who have faith in Him are no longer bound by Law 

 
 
-What is the significance of the fact that the Sanhedrin saw that Stephen’s face was like the face of an angel? 
 -likely referring to a radiance similar to that Moses had when coming down from talking with God at Mt. Sinai (Ex. 34:29-30) 
 -an indication of God’s favor on Stephen - seen by the Sanhedrin, who continued to persecute Him regardless 
 
 
Read Acts 7:1-53 
-Stephen gives a speech that includes various parts of the history of the nation of Israel, in which he not only 
defends himself, but confronts the Sanhedrin with their sin and proclaims Christ.  He illustrates his main points 
through the history of Israel, and ends by answering the charges brought against him. 
 
How does Stephen answer the two charges brought against him? 
 -7:48-50 

-wrt the charge of speaking against the Temple, he argues that God does not live in houses made by men, as the Jews 
believe 

  -God could not be confined to human houses/buildings 
-implication is that Jesus, who is the person to whom the Temple points, should be the centre of worship, not the 
Temple 

 
 -7:51-53 

-wrt the charge of speaking against the Law, he turns the tables on the Jews by saying that they are the ones who have 
consistently rebelled against God and rejected Him - just like their fathers 
-their fathers killed the prophets who foretold the coming of the Messiah, and they murdered the Messiah themselves, 
who was foretold in God’s Word 
-thus, they are the ones who have not obeyed the Law, even though they had received it 
 
-implication is that Stephen and the followers of Christ are those who are truly keeping the Law, since Christ is the 
fulfillment of the Law, the one to whom the Law points 

 
 
 
 



 
How does Stephen argue his case using the examples of: 
 
 Speaking against the Temple Speaking against the Law 

 
Abraham (7:2-8) 
 
 
 
 

-God appeared to Abraham in Mesopotamia, then 
again in Haran; thus, not limited to the Temple; God 
was with Abraham throughout his journey and spoke 
to him, even though Abraham didn’t receive the 
promised inheritance yet 
 

-shows that he believes the law’s account of Abraham 
and the covenant and promises God made with him 

Joseph & his 
brothers (the 
patriarchs (7:9-16)) 
 

-God was with Joseph in Egypt (v.9); thus, not limited 
to the temple 

-the patriarchs were jealous of God’s chosen 
deliverer and sold him into slavery - the beginning of 
a pattern 

Moses (7:20-41) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-God spoke to Moses at the burning bush in Midian, 
near Mount Sinai - again, away from the Promised 
Land (and without a temple) (v.30) 

 that place was holy ground (v.33) - not limited 
to the Temple 

 
-God led His people out of Egypt and through the Red 
Sea and desert (v.36) - not confined to temple 
 
 

-shows Stephen has high respect for Moses and his 
leadership 
 
-it was the Israelites who did not recognize Moses as 
the leader/deliverer sent from God (v.25) 

 pushed him aside and rejected him with the 
words, ‘Who made you ruler and judge over 
us?’ (v.27,35)  

 rejected the one sent by God Himself to be 
ruler and deliverer 

 
-‘this is that Moses’ who promised a prophet like 
Moses (i.e. Jesus), who spoke with the angel at Sinai 
and who received the ‘living words’ of the Law at 
Mount Sinai (v.37-38) - but they refused to obey him, 
and instead rejected him (v.39) 

 turned hearts back to Egypt instead  
 instructed Aaron to make golden calf 
 celebrated what their hands had made (i.e. 

the calf) instead of God 
 
-heard the angel at Sinai (v.38) but almost 
immediately turned to idolatry 
 

The prophets, the 
Tabernacle, & the 
Temple (David & 
Solomon) (v.42-53) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-the Tabernacle traveled around the wilderness with 
the Israelites, and God went with them (i.e. not 
confined to the Promised Land) 
 
-the Temple wasn’t even built until the time of 
Solomon 

 God didn’t let David build the Temple, even 
though God’s favor was on him (v.46) 

 
-the Israelites had the Tabernacle and the Temple, 
but turned away to worship other gods (v.43) (quoting 
Amos 5:25-27) 
 
-neither the Temple nor the Tabernacle saved them 
from God’s judgment (e.g. God turned away; exiled 
them to Babylon) when they rejected Him (41-50) 
 
-God does not live in / not confined to houses made 
by human hands (quoting Isa 66:1-2) 
 

-the Israelites had the law given to them at Sinai but 
refused to obey it, choosing instead of offer sacrifices 
to other gods (v.42) 

 thus, God turned away and gave them over 
to the worship of false gods 

 
-the Israelites a “stiff-necked people with 
uncircumcised hearts and ears” - i.e. stubborn in their 
deliberate rejection of the truth 
 
-their fathers killed the prophets, including those who 
predicted the coming of Christ 
 
-they are just like their fathers and have now 
murdered the promised Messiah to whom the Law 
points 

 
In short, Stephen’s points: 
-God is not limited to the Temple, but moves with His people 
-the Israelites had the Temple, yet still turned away to other gods 
-the Israelites had the law but rebelled against it and resisted God from the start  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Read Acts 7:54-8:1a 
-What was the meaning of Stephen’s vision?  What effect did it have on Stephen? on the crowd? 
 -Son of Man (cf. Daniel 6:13-14) at right hand of God - vindicated and exalted by God 

-Son of Man standing (as opposed to sitting) - either as advocate , or Christ confessing Stephen before His Father, since Stephen 
has boldly confessed Christ before men, or possibly welcoming Stephen home 
 
-enraged the Sanhedrin 
-probably helped give Stephen peace and joy through the circumstances - “fell asleep” - suggesting a peaceful death in the face of 
brutality 
 

-What is the significance of Stephen’s final petitions (v.59-60)? 
 -similar to Christ’s prayers from the Cross (Luke 23:34, 46) 

-but Stephen commits his soul to Jesus Christ, while Jesus commits His soul to the Father - places Jesus on the same level as the 
Father (i.e. as God) 
-God would answer his prayer in forgiving Saul (Paul) 

 
 
Reflection and Application 
Filled with wisdom and power through the Holy Spirit, Stephen boldly proclaimed the good news of Jesus Christ.  Unable to stand up against 
the wisdom or the Spirit by whom he spoke, his opponents brought false charges of blasphemy against him, accusing him of speaking 
against the Temple and the Law.  In his defense, Stephen continued to speak boldly, reminding them that God was never confined to the 
Temple, and that neither the Tabernacle nor the Temple saved their forefathers from God’s judgment when they rejected Him (7:41-50).  He 
then turned the tables on his accusers, showing that they themselves were the ones who had not kept the law and exposing their sin in 
murdering Jesus Christ, the Righteous One (7:52) - the One to whom the Law, the Prophets, and the Temple all pointed.  But even as he 
spoke forcefully against their sin, Stephen showed his accusers the love of Christ, asking God to forgive them as they stoned him.  A faithful 
witness to the end, he was blessed with a vision of the glory of God and ‘fell asleep,’ dying peacefully in the face of his brutal execution. 
 
The Church’s first martyr, Stephen followed the example of Christ to the end.  His life and his death continue to encourage us to proclaim the 
truth of Jesus Christ boldly and with love, even in the face of opposition or persecution.  As Jesus promised, “Who ever acknowledges me 
before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven.” (Matt 10:32)  How is your witness to those around you?  Are you 
speaking the truth boldly?  Are you speaking the truth in love? 


