
CGYG & LIFE Bible Study - Acts 
Acts 4:31 - 6:7 

 
Read Acts 4:31-37 
-Acts 4:31 says that the believers were filled with the Holy Spirit.  How did this filling show itself in v.31-37? 
 -spoke the Word of God boldly 
 -unity - one in heart and mind 
 -genuine love showing in rich, sacrificial generosity with one another; sharing possessions  no needy among them 
 -testifying with power to the Resurrection of Jesus 
 -trust in the leaders (apostles) 
 
 
-How did the early church in Jerusalem provide for the needy in their midst?  Should we in the modern church 
do the same? 
 -shared possessions with each other; no one claimed any to be his own 
 -sold houses/land from time to time; gave money to apostles to be distributed to those with genuine need 
 -not Communism/socialism - completely voluntary, not coerced; also, no prohibition of private property 
  -people still kept houses - not required to sell them (5:4, 12:12); but sold from time to time as need arose 

-narrative passage - descriptive, not prescriptive; i.e. may be appropriate to do so as need may arise, but not necessarily 
commanded 

 
 
Read Acts 5:1-16 
-What was Ananias & Sapphira’s sin? 
 -sin was not only giving part of the money, but hypocrisy/deception - to make it look like they gave more than they did 
 -Greek word for ‘kept back’ same as that used in Septuagint to describe Achan taking some of the devoted things (Joshua 7) 
  -means ‘misappropriate’ - a kind of embezzlement 
 -lied to & tested the Holy Spirit to see if they could get away with it 
 
 
-Why do you think God judged their sin as He did? 
 -all sin deserving of death, so not unjust 
 -to set an example (similar examples in early stages of other times in the history of God’s people include Nadab & Abihu, Achan) 
 -they presumed to test God/test the Holy Spirit 
 -their sin tainted the Church, threatening to undermine the spirit of unity (‘one heart and mind’ v.32) and witness of the church 
 -their sin threatened to hinder the rapid progress of the church described in 4:31-37 
 
 
-What was the result of this judgment? (v.11, 13-14) 
 -great fear among all who heard, both inside & outside the church - others did not dare join them 
 -yet, more and more men and women believed and were added to their number 
 
 
-What lessons can we learn from the account of Ananias and Sapphira? 
 -God takes sin seriously 
 -don’t make vows you don’t intend to fulfill 
 -avoid hypocrisy or taking more credit than is due you 
 -holiness and purity of the Church is a matter that God takes seriously 
 -the church grows when it takes holiness (and church discipline) seriously - contra church-growth movement teachings 
 
 
Read Acts 5:17-42 
-Why did the the Jewish leaders bring the apostles to trial? 
 -filled with jealousy 
 -angry that apostles disregarded their former command not to preach Christ (“contempt of court”) 
 -angry that apostles pinning the murder of Christ on them 
 
 
-How did the apostles respond to the charges?  Why were they justified in disobeying the Sanhedrin’s 
commands? (v.29-32) 
 -responded that they must obey God rather than men 
 -again confronted the Sanhedrin with their sin (v.30) and called them to repentance (v.31-32) 
 -justified in disobeying Sanhedrin because Sanhedrin’s command in opposition to God’s command to them (e.g. v.20) 
 
 



-How did Gamaliel suggest that the Sanhedrin deal with the apostles?  Is his method always a fool-proof way of 
determining whether something is “from God”? (cf. Judges 2:20-3:1, 3:4) 
 -recommended to leave the apostles alone because they would fail if their work was of human origin, but could not fail if it of God 
 -not a fool-proof test, because God sometimes allows evil to prevail for a season, e.g. to test His people 
 
 
 
-Why did the apostles respond with rejoicing to the flogging they received? (see also Matthew 5:10-12) Do you 
think you would have responded the same way? 
 -responded with joy for having been counted worthy to suffer for the sake of Christ 
 -also, as per Matt 5:10-12, their reward would be great 
 
 
 
 
Read Acts 6:1-7 
-What was the problem that arose, and how did the apostles deal with it? 
 -problem with uneven distribution of food to Grecian widows 
 -distribution of money from lands probably handled initially to apostles (4:35); maybe got to be too much as numbers grew 
 -apostles recommend 7 men be chosen to take over this task 
 
 
-Why was it not right for the apostles to spend their time ‘waiting on tables’? (After all, didn’t Jesus command 
them to ‘wash one another’s feet’?) 
 -not a matter of importance (i.e. not because it was ‘beneath them’), but of calling and commission 

-apostles called to a certain task (prayer and ministry of the Word) - to neglect it would harm the church and expose her to 
dangerous false teaching 

 
 
 
-What qualifications were required of the men who would be given the responsibility of the daily distribution of 
food? 
 -full of the Spirit - i.e. Spirit-filled men 
 -full of wisdom - able to handle matters wisely 
 -high qualifications! 
 
 
-What lessons can we apply from these verses to the church today? 
 -important for people to remain faithful to the calling God has given them 
 -need to be careful to protect pastors & elders from becoming distracted from their main task of prayer and ministry of the Word 
 -we need all to carry our load, so as not to overburden the leaders and distract them from their main task 
 -need to select men based on spiritual qualification, not just skills, etc. 
 
 
 
Reflection and Application 
We see in today’s passage 3 different ways Satan tried to attack and undermine the progress of the Gospel.  In the case of Ananias and 
Sapphira, he tried to disrupt the Church by introducing moral compromise that would corrupt the Church from within and discredit its witness 
to the watching world.  Next came persecution that tried to silence their witness to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Finally came 
discord that threatened to distract the apostles from their primary task of teaching and prayer, thus leaving the church open to destructive 
heresies.  In each case, the apostles and the Church overcame by standing firm in the power of the Holy Spirit and remaining faithful to their 
calling. 
 
These verses are a fitting reminder that the Lord is sovereign and that He will indeed build His Church in the face of every adversity.  In an 
age when so many think that the keys to church growth are in marketing and in techniques contrived by human wisdom, today’s passage 
reminds us that our Risen Lord is the One who will build His Church; we need only to be faithful to obey Him, be it in maintaining personal 
moral integrity, in exercising church discipline, in proclaiming His Word boldly despite persecution, or in faithfully serving using the gifts He 
has entrusted to us. 


