
CGYG & LIFE Bible Study - Acts 
Acts 3:1 - 4:31 

 
Read Acts 3:1-10 
In this passage, Peter and John heal a man who had been crippled from birth (3:2) for over 40 years (4:22). 
 
-Peter and John command the man to walk “in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.” What does this mean? 
(cf. John 14:12-14) 
 -by the authority of Jesus Christ; apostles acting on Christ’s behalf, continuing what he began to do and teach (Acts 1:1) 
 
 
 
Read Acts 3:11-26  
-How does Peter explain the healing? (v.12-16) 
 -states that it was not by their own power or godliness - turns focus on God 
 -the healing demonstrates that God has glorified/is glorifying Jesus 

- the man was healed by Christ’s authority (in His Name), through faith in Him 
 
 
-How does Peter drive home the severity of the people’s sin in killing Jesus? (Who is Jesus? v.13-15) 
 -they killed God’s servant (v.13) (allusion to Isaiah 52:13ff) 
 -they handed over and disowned Him before Pilate 
 -they disowned the Holy and Righteous One for a murderer - condemned an innocent man to death 
 -they killed the author of life 
 -He is the Prophet like Moses and they have not listened to Him (v.22-24) 
 
-After exposing their sin, Peter calls the people to repentance.  What arguments does he use to call them to 
repentance? 
 
 -3:17-21 
  -they acted in ignorance, so could be forgiven and have sins wiped out by repenting and turning to God 
  -God would bless them by sending times of refreshing and sending the Christ to them if they repent 
 
 
 -3:22-24 (cf. Deuteronomy 18:18-19) 
  -Jesus is the ‘Prophet like Moses’ that Moses promised in Deut. 18:18-19, so they must listen to Him or be cut off 
 
  
 -3:25-26 (cf. Genesis 12:1-3) 
  -they are heirs of God’s promise to Abraham and inherit the blessing by repenting and believing in God’s servant 
 
 
 
Read Acts 4:1-22 
-Why were the Jewish leaders disturbed by what Peter & John were doing and teaching? 
 -preaching resurrection (Sadduccees opposed to idea of resurrection) 
 -preaching resurrection of Jesus, whom they killed 
 -attributing the healing to the power of Jesus, whom they opposed and killed 
 
 
-What is the connection between the physical healing of the cripple (v.9-10) and salvation (v.12)? 
 -complete physical healing is a picture of the complete salvation that is in Jesus Christ 
 - Greek word used for ‘healed’ in v.9 is same as that used for ‘saved’ in v.12 
 -healing was by the name of Jesus Christ; in the same way, salvation is only by the name of Christ 
 
-Why is there no other name under heaven (other than the name of Jesus) by which men must be saved (v.12)? 
 -because Jesus alone has been given the authority to save, as demonstrated by 
  -His Resurrection, witnessed by the apostles 
  -His Ascension & pouring out of the Holy Spirit 
  -His healing of this man 
 
-How was Peter', unschooled and ordinary as he was, able to answer the Sanhedrin as he did (v.8, cf. Luke 
12:11-12, Luke 21:12-15)? 



 -filled with the Holy Spirit, thus spoke with  words given by the Spirit and with wisdom that no one could refute 
  -fulfilled Jesus’ promises in Luke 12 & 21 (also fulfilled His promise that persecution would come!) 
 
 
-Why did Peter & John refuse to obey the Jewish leaders?  How do their actions reconcile with Romans 13:1-5? 
 -God is the highest authority, therefore demands higher obedience 
 -civil authorities have derivative authority - to be obeyed insofar as they do not demand disobedience to God’s absolute authority 
 
 -also, they couldn’t help telling people what they had seen and heard 
 
Read Acts 4:23-31 
-What attribute of God does the church focus on in response to what has just happened?  How has this attribute 
been demonstrated throughout Acts 3-4? 
 -His soveriegnty 
 -seen in His power to heal the lame man (v.13); in His raising of Jesus from the dead (v.15); in His prophecies about Jesus Christ 
(v.18ff); in many coming to faith in Christ despite Peter & John’s arrest (4:4) 
 -in His acts of Creation (4:24) 
 -in the unfolding of His plan, as prophesied by David and carried out by wicked men (4:25-28) 
 
 
-What requests does the church make of God?  How are their requests shaped by their understanding of God 
and His purposes? 
 -to consider their threats; for boldness to speak His Word; that He would perform signs and wonders in the Name of Christ 
 -did not ask for destruction or neutralization of opposition - recognized that even these were part of God’s sovereign design 
 -realized God’s purposes in redemption, so asked for boldness to proclaim the salvation that was being offered in Christ 
 -asked God to glorify Christ though signs and wonders - why? that men might come to believe in Him 
 
 
-What is the result of their prayer? 
 -God answered in power and granted their requests 
  -place was shaken 
  -spoke word of God boldly 
  -see also Acts 5:12 as answer to request to perform signs & wonders 
 
-Do you think you would have prayed the same way if these things had happened to you or to someone you 
loved?  Why or why not?  What lessons can you learn and apply to your own prayer life? 
 
 
 
Reflection and Application 
When faced with persecution, the early Church found strength in the knowledge that God is sovereign over all things.  It was He who from 
eternity past had planned the salvation that was to come through faith in Jesus Christ, announcing this salvation through Moses, the 
prophets, and Abraham (3:18-26).  And though evil men conspired to put Jesus to death, they did no more than what His will and power had 
decided beforehand should happen (4:25-28) - that the Christ should suffer and die for the sins of His people.  It was He who, having raised 
Jesus from the dead and having exalted Him as both Lord and Christ (2:36), further glorified His Servant before the men of Israel by 
empowering Peter and John to heal a man lame since birth, and enabling them through the Holy Spirit to testify powerfully to the salvation 
that is found in Christ alone, with the result that thousands more believed in Him (4:4).  As a result, as they faced the reality of persecution, 
the church committed their situation into the hands of their Sovereign Lord and prayed, not for deliverance from the circumstances in which 
they found themselves, but for boldness to bring glory to His Name in their words and in their works. 
 
How do you respond when you face hardship or persecution because of Christ?  Find strength in knowing that He is in control of all the 
circumstances of your life, and pray that He would empower you to speak His Word “with great boldness,” that the Name of Jesus might be 
glorified in your words and in your life. 


