
CGYG & LIFE Bible Study - Acts 
Acts 27:1 – 28:31 

 
Read Acts 27:1-26 
-Why did Paul warn against sailing from Fair Havens (27:8ff)? 

-winter was approaching, and sailing was becoming dangerous, since it was past the Fast (i.e. Yom Kippur) – likely in October 
 -shipping in Mediterranean typically shut down between November & February/March 
-could see that disaster was coming to cause loss to cargo, ship & lives 
 -unclear how he saw this - ?prophetic vision, or just based on his experience as a traveler? 
 
 

 
 
-After the storm hit, why was Paul so confident of the outcome (cf. 23:11)? 

-had been promised by Jesus Christ that he would testify in Rome (Acts 23:11), thus would have to make it through 
 -this promise confirmed by an angel – ‘You must stand trial before Caesar’ (v.24) 
-angel also revealed that God had graciously granted him lives of those sailing with him – presumably in answer to his prayers 
-angel presumably also revealed that the ship would be destroyed, though thee people would all be saved 
 
-Paul had ‘faith in God that it will happen just as he told me.’ (v.25) 
 
 

 
Read Acts 27:27-44 
-What do the events of chapter 27 (and before) teach us about the interaction between God’s sovereignty and 
man’s responsibility, using Jesus’ promise that Paul would make it to Rome (Acts 23:11) as an example? 
 -God is sovereign, but man also responsible to act appropriately 

-Jesus promised Paul that he would testify in Rome, but did not specify how he would get there – i.e. through 2 years of 
imprisonment and trials, then hardship at sea & shipwreck 
-God watched over Paul and safeguarded him and his companions – confirmed by the angel (v.24) 
-but Paul didn’t just sit back and relax...i.e. did not just ‘let go and let God’ 
 -warned the ship captain and centurion against sailing from Fair Havens (v.9-10) 
 -seems to have prayed for safety – his own and that of others on the ship – request granted (v. 24) 
 -encouraged the men to take courage (and keep working!) when all hope seemed to be gone (v.20-25) 

-prevented the sailors from abandoning the ship, since they would be needed for everyone to be saved (v.31-32) 
-told the men to take some food, because they would need it to survive (v.34) – even though God had promised that not 
one of them would lose a single hair from his head (v.34) 
-he had presumably gained the centurion’s respect enough that the centurion wanted to spare him, so he and the other 
prisoners were not killed by the soldiers when the ship ran aground 

 
-application: God is in control of all circumstances & events to work all things out in accordance with His will, but we are at the 
same time also responsible to respond in faith (v.25), and to act in accordance with His will 
 
 
 
 

 
Read Acts 28:1-16 
-How does God’s provision for Paul and his companions continue to be seen after the shipwreck? 

-islanders showed unusual kindness in helping the shipwrecked people 
-protected Paul from the viper 
-enabled Paul to heal Publius’ father and many others on the island 
 -resulted in honor/gifts, and provision of supplies when they were ready to leave 
-able to find a ship that had wintered at the island and could take them on to Italy 
 
 

 
Read Acts 28:17-31 
-Why did Paul call together the leaders of the Jews in Rome? 

-to explain why he was there and to declare his innocence of charges brought against him by the Jews in Jerusalem 
 -wanted to let them know first-hand 
-to set up an opportunity for him to address the Jews in Rome, to tell them about the kingdom of God and Jesus Christ 
 -part of his policy of going first to the Jews, then to the Gentiles 
 
 
 

-How did the Jewish leaders respond to Paul?  Why were they willing to hear him? 
-seemed to keep an open mind at first, as they had not heard anything bad about Paul himself, nor received instructions from 
Jerusalem 
-wanted to hear first-hand because they were curious – knew about Christianity and had heard that ‘people everywhere are talking 
against this sect.’ (v.22) 
 



-What was the outcome of Paul’s witness to the Jews in Rome, and why? (v.23-28) (cf. Isaiah 6:9-10; Romans 
11:11,25-27) 

-some were convinced of his message, but others ‘would not believe’ (v.24) 
-Paul quotes Isa. 6:9-10 from the Septuagint 
-a divine judgment on the Jews - they would hear & see, but be unable to understand & perceive what God was saying to them 
 -because they had made their hearts calloused/impervious and closed their eyes to His truth (v.27) 
 
-i.e. they deliberately refused the Word, thus would ultimately be deprived of the capacity to receive it 
 
-as a result, salvation would go to the Gentiles, who would received it 
 -Romans 9-11 – that Israel would be hardened for a time until the full number of Gentiles was saved 
  -Israel would ultimately be saved (Rom 11:25-27) 
 
 
 

-Why is v.31 a fitting conclusion to the book of Acts? 
-demonstration that nothing could hinder the advance of the Gospel – not opposition, disasters, imprisonment, etc. – as shown 
time and time again through the book of Acts 
-a fulfillment of Christ’s word (23:11) 
 

 
 
 
 
During his 2-year imprisonment in Rome, Paul wrote the so-called ‘Prison Epistles’ (Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon).  Church 
tradition holds that Paul was likely freed after this period and for several years continued his missionary journeys, making it as far as Spain, 
before being re-arrested and ultimately executed by Nero around 67 AD. 
 
 
Reflection and Application 
Paul’s struggles in getting to Rome demonstrate the mystery of God’s sovereignty and our responsibility in living the life God has called us 
to.  Although Christ had given Paul His word that Paul would testify about Him in Rome, He did not choose to reveal the series of events that 
Paul would have to suffer through in order to get there.  Before Paul could get to Rome, he still had to go suffer through the plots of the 
Jews, two years of unjust imprisonment, three trials, a severe storm at sea, a shipwreck – and a snake bite!  Through it all, God protected 
and preserved Paul, so that His sovereign purposes might be fulfilled in him.  And yet, Paul was responsible to act wisely and in accordance 
with the Lord’s will.  There was no place for a careless attitude or laissez-faire, ‘let-go-and-let God’ approach.  Rather, he appealed to 
Caesar when threatened by the Jews; he warned the sailors not to sail on because of the risk of bad weather, yet prayed for them and 
encouraged them when the storm hit.  Knowing that the Lord would preserve all their lives, he nevertheless encouraged his shipmates to 
eat, since it was through the sustenance that food would provide that God would enable them to survive (27:34).  Through Paul’s actions, 
God worked His sovereign plan to bring Paul to Rome and to reach many with the Gospel there. 
 
In the same way, we ought in our daily lives always to live and act in accordance with God’s will as revealed in His Word.  In times when life 
seems difficult and it seems unclear where the Lord is leading at that moment, we ought not to despair, nor to speak or act thoughtlessly.  
Rather, like Paul, we should remember that the Lord is sovereign and therefore take courage to press on in obedience, guided by the 
wisdom He provides, in faith that He will work His good purposes through the circumstances and events of our lives. 


