
CGYG & LIFE Bible Study - Acts 
Acts 24:1 – 26:32 

 
Read Acts 24:1-21 
-For review: How did Paul come to the point of standing on trial before Felix (Acts 21-23)? 
 -was seized by the Jews in the temple at Jerusalem; accused of desecrating the temple by bringing in Trophimus 
 -was rescued by the Roman commander Claudius Lysias, who tried to get at the truth by bringing Paul to the Sanhedrin 
 -was sent under armed guard to Felix at Caesarea after plot against his life uncovered 
 
 
 
-What charges did the Jewish leaders make against Paul (v.5-8)? How did they prove these charges? 

-he is a troublemaker (a “plague”), stirring up riots among Jews all over the world 
 -implication likely being that he is stirring up sedition against the Romans 
-he is a leader of an illegal religion/sect (i.e. the ‘Nazarene sect’) 
-he tried to desecrate the temple 
 
-didn’t offer any real proof other than asserting that it was true (v.9) 
 -those who made the initial accusations (i.e. Jews from Asia, Acts 21:27) weren’t even there (v.19) 
 -those who were present at this trial were not first-hand witnesses, except to his trial at the Sanhedrin (v.20) 

 
 
-How did Paul answer the charges made against him? 

-answers with the facts – “You can easily verify that no more than twelve days ago…” (v.11) 
 -points out that the Jews couldn’t prove any of their accusations (v.13) 
-denied being a troublemaker 
 -he’d only arrived in Jerusalem 12 days prior, after long absence (v.11); hardly enough time to stir up a rebellion 

-he was not arguing with anyone at the temple or stirring up a crowd (v.12) 
-he was not involved in any disturbance when they found him (v.18) 

 -agreed that he was a follower of the Way, but denied it was a heretical sect 
-believed everything that agrees with Law & Prophets; had same hope as other Jews in resurrection of the dead; strived 
always to keep clear conscience before God & man (v.14-18) 
-thus, Christianity was in continuity with historic Judaism 

 -denied desecrating the temple 
  -instead, went to present offerings & was ceremonially clean 
  -those who initially accused him of desecrating the temple weren’t even there to give testimony (v.19) 
  -those pressing the charges before Felix were not first-hand witnesses of Paul at the temple 

 
 
Read Acts 24:22-27 
-Why did Felix not make a ruling on Paul’s case for over 2 years? 
 -at first wanted to get more information from Lysias’ report, since the evidence was so flimsy; but didn’t make a ruling for 2 years 
 -likely didn’t want to offend the Jews; politically expedient to leave Paul in prison, even though lacked evidence against him 
 -hoped for a bribe from Paul 
 
-What can we learn about Paul from these verses? 

-was bold to speak the truth & proclaim the Gospel, even to Felix, who had power of life or death over him – spoke of 
righteousness, self-control & judgment to Felix, who had been living an immoral life (Drusilla was his 3rd wife, and she had left her 
husband marry him) 
-tried to share the Gospel even with one who was treating him unjustly (i.e. Felix) – a heart of love for the lost 

 
 
Read Acts 25:1-27 
-Why did Festus want to send Paul to Jerusalem for trial? 

-as a favor to the Jews, to ingratiate himself with them (v.9) 
-because he was at a loss about how to handle this case, since it seemed to deal primarily with points of the Jewish religion (v.18-
20); likely wanted people from the Sanhedrin to help him adjudicate the case 
 
 

 
-Why did Paul appeal to Caesar rather than be tried in Jerusalem?  Was he right to do so? 

-Festus’ ‘request’ likely not so much a request as an indication of what he intended to do 
-Paul likely feared that he would not have gotten a fair trial there; may also have suspected a plot 

-saw this as a move to hand him over to the Jews (v.11), who would no doubt put him to death 
-was not afraid to die if he had done anything wrong, but knew that this was just for political expediency – “I have not done any 
wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well” (v.10) and was not willing to throw life away just so Festus could gain favor 
with the Jews; thus took the matter out of Festus’ hands by appealing to Caesar 
 
-it was the right of any Roman citizen to appeal a case to Caesar; was right to call on the governing authorities to do what was just 
and right – since they themselves knew he was innocent 
 
 



-Why did Festus consult with King Agrippa about Paul’s case? 
-wasn’t too sure how to deal with it; Paul had appealed to Caesar & Festus needed to write an accompanying letter to specify the 
charges against Paul 
-didn’t know exactly how to frame the case this letter to Caesar  

-Paul’s appeal to Caesar had put Festus in a difficult spot – Paul was clearly innocent of the charges and Festus had not 
found him deserving of death, and yet had not acquitted him; so he needed to frame things in such a way that that he 
didn’t come across as incompetent or corrupt for not releasing Paul 

 
Read Acts 26:1-32 
-How did Paul defend himself before King Agrippa?  What was his argument/line of reasoning? 

-gives his personal testimony 
-starts with his background as a strict Jew, of the sect of the Pharisees – even the Jewish leaders could attest to this 

-argues that the hope he now has as a Christian is the same hope that their fathers had and that the “twelve tribes are 
hoping to see fulfilled.” (v.6-7), i.e. hope that God would raise the dead (through the Messiah) (v.8)  

 -argues that Christianity is in continuity with Judaism, and is in fact the fulfillment of all the Jews were hoping for 
-continues with how he did not come to faith in Christ blindly, but instead started with zeal to persecute Christians 
 -was extreme to the point of pursuing Christians to foreign lands to persecute them 
-but then tells of his conversion - how Christ met him on the road to Damascus to appoint him as a witness and a servant 
 -promised to protect Paul 

-sent him to his own people and to the Gentiles to turn them from to light, from Satan to God, that they might receive 
forgiveness of sins and a place among God’s people 

-says that he was just being faithful to this commission – called on people everywhere to repent and turn to God, and prove their 
repentance by their deeds 

-Jews were trying to kill him for doing this ministry – yet Christ protected him, as promised (validates his commission), 
even though what he was preaching was the fulfillment of what Moses and the Prophets said would happen 

 
-Summary – faith in Christ is in direct continuity with and was in fact the fulfillment of the hope of the Jewish people, as prophesied 
in Moses and the Prophets – Paul and Christians were just being faithful to proclaiming this hope, through Jesus Christ 
 

-How did the Roman authorities view Christianity at this point in time? (see also Acts 25:19) 
-saw Paul as free of guilt and not having done anything worthy of death 

-saw Christianity largely as a branch of Judaism (e.g. 25:19) – and thus a tolerated religion (which Judaism was) 
-many didn’t completely understand it, and maybe even thought they were a little crazy since they believed in the resurrection 
(v.24; also 25:19) 
-neither Felix nor Festus saw it as a particular threat – likely part of the point Luke was trying to make from apologetic standpoint 

-though the Jews accused Paul of stirring up trouble and of desecrating the temple, Festus considered the charges 
trivial and saw that they were really focused more on the resurrection of Jesus (25:19) 

 
 -What can we learn from Paul’s defense before Agrippa about giving our testimony as a form of evangelism? 

-appropriate to tell of our past before knowing Christ; good to establish common points of contact 
-where it comes to the account of conversion, need to focus not so much on our decision, but on what God has done for us in 
Christ and how He met us and called us to Himself 
-appropriate to tell of our lives after conversion, and how Christ has been working through us 
-need to move beyond the story to confront hearers with Christ’s claim on their lives 
-be bold – Paul was not overawed even in the presence of royalty started questioning Agrippa directly and personally, even though 
he was the prisoner, not Agrippa! 

 
-Agrippa says that Paul could have been released had he not appealed to Caesar (v.32).  Did Paul make a 
mistake by appealing to Caesar? (you may also consider Philippians 1:12-13, 4:21:22) 

-wasn’t a mistake; Paul would have had no way of knowing that Agrippa was coming, or even if he did, what would happen with 
him (Agrippa’s forerunners had persecuted Christians, all the way back to Herod the Great’s attempt to kill the infant Jesus); in any 
event, couldn’t have been sure that Festus wouldn’t ship him to Jerusalem 
-in God’s sovereignty, this was the appointed means by which Paul would get to Rome, fulfilling Christ’s promise to him (23:11) 
-his imprisonment in Rome (28:30-31) presented opportunities to preach to the Imperial Guard and Caesar’s household that he 
otherwise would not have had (Phil 1:12-13, 4:21-22) 
-he also may have seen his case as a ‘test case’ by which he might be able to win official toleration for all Christians 
 
 

Reflection and Application 
Though he was repeatedly found innocent of the charges leveled against him by the Jewish leaders, Paul remained in custody, first under 
Felix, then under Festus.  But despite suffering repeated injustices, Paul did not complain, nor was he discouraged or embittered.  Rather, 
he continued to share his testimony and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all who would hear, both small and great alike.  So great was 
his trust in his Lord and his love for the lost that he continued to share the Gospel with Felix, even as he suffered unjust imprisonment under 
him for two long years.  Behind it all, the Lord was working His purposes, using Paul’s witness through the events which transpired to bring 
the Gospel to the ruling authorities of the land, and ultimately, even to Caesar’s household (Philippians 1:12-13, 4:21-22). 
 
How do you respond when you face hardship or suffering that you perceive to be unjust?  Do you grumble and complain, embittering 
yourself and others?  Or do you in faith place your trust in God, continuing to labor for Him, resting assured that He is working His good, 
pleasing and perfect will both in and through you?  “So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their 
faithful Creator and continue to do good.” (1 Pet 4:19) 


