
CGYG & LIFE Bible Study - Acts 
Acts 18:1 – 19:41 

 
Today’s passage describes extended stays by Paul and his team in Corinth during his second missionary journey, and Ephesus during his 
third missionary journey.  Corinth was the capital city of the province of Achaia (the southern part of modern-day Greece).  An important 
crossroads of east-west and north-south traffic, it was an important commercial centre.  The city also had a reputation for sexual immorality 
and promiscuity, so that korinthiazomai meant to practise immorality.  Ephesus was likewise the leading city in the province of Asia 
(western part of modern Turkey).  Known for its commerce, Ephesus was also a principal religious centre of the ancient world and was 
famed for its temple of Artemis, which was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. 
  
Read Acts 18:1-17 
-Who were Aquila and Priscilla? (see also Rom. 16:3-4; 1 Cor. 16:19; 2 Tim 4:19) 
 -Jews, husband & wife, hailing from Rome 
 -tentmakers by trade, like Paul – thus, Paul stayed with them 
 
 -most likely already believers by the time Paul met them, since no description of their conversion 
 -became important fellow-workers/traveling companions with Paul; became leaders in the church (see cross-references) 
 
-Why did Paul initially work as a tentmaker?  Why was he able to devote himself exclusively to preaching after 
Silas and Timothy came to him (v.5)? (see also 2 Thess. 3:6-10; Phil. 4:15-16; 2 Cor. 11:7-9) What can we learn 
from his example? 

-why work as a tentmaker? 
-may have needed to work to financially support himself & others on his team initially (i.e. financial need) 
-as an example / model for new believers to follow (2 Thess. 3:6-10) 

 -why was he able to devote himself to full-time preaching? 
-presumably because Silas & Timothy brought them a gift from the Macedonian churches (2 Cor. 11:7-9), likely 
including the Philippian church, which sent him support time and time again (Phil. 4:15-16) 

-possible take-home lessons: 
-we should not be idle, but as we are able, should work diligently so that we will be able to share with others, rather than 
to be a burden to them 
-it is good and right to share in the work of missionaries by supporting them financially – frees them to devote 
themselves to full time work of the Gospel 

 
-What was Paul’s approach to evangelism in Corinth? 
 -same as elsewhere – went 1st into synagogues to preach to Jews; went to Gentiles after rejected by the Jews 
 -reasoned with people, to try to persuade them (both Jews and Greeks) 
 
-Paul said that he went to Corinth ‘in weakness and fear, with much trembling’ (1 Cor. 2:3).  What are some 
ways God encouraged and strengthened Paul through this difficult time? 
 -fellowship with Priscilla and Aquila (v.1-3) 
 -arrival of Silas and Timothy with a gift (v.5) 
 -conversion of Crispus, the synagogue ruler with his household and many other Corinthians (v.8) 
 -promise of protection from harm and of success in ministry (v.9-10) 
  -fulfilled in episode with Gallio and in many Corinthians coming to believe in Christ 
 
 
-What does Christ’s promise to Paul (v.9-10) teach us about the God’s sovereignty and Man’s responsibility in 
evangelism? 
 -God’s foreknowledge of those who would be saved – “I have many people in this city” 

-God’s sovereignty in controlling events and circumstances such that the Gospel would indeed reach those who are His people (in 
this case, safeguarding against persecution for Paul)  
-we have the responsibility to keep speaking & not to be silent 

 
 
-What is the significance of the incident involving the Jews and Gallio? 

-fulfillment of Christ’s promise to Paul to protect him 
-showed that at least in the early going, the Roman authorities saw Christianity as a branch of Judaism and thus a legal religion by 
Roman law; were therefore unwilling to get involved in internal religious affairs 
 -part of Luke’s apologetic to Gentiles, to show Christianity was not a threat to Roman rule 

 
Why did they beat Sosthenes? (you might also consider 1 Cor. 1:1) 

-unclear from the text if it was non-Jewish Corinthians who vented their anger against Jews by beating Sosthenes, or if the Jews 
beat Sosthenes in protest, possibly because he, like his predecessor Crispus, had also converted to Christianity (1 Cor. 1:1) 
 
 

Read Acts 18:18-28 
Before sailing from Cenchrea, one of the ports servicing Corinth, Paul shaved his head in fulfillment of a vow he had taken, likely a Nazirite 
vow (see Numbers 6 for more details).  After stopping briefly in Ephesus (where he left Priscilla and Aquila), he proceeded to Caesarea, then 
probably to Jerusalem to greet the church (v. 22). After returning to his base at Antioch and staying there for some time (v.23), he set out on 
his third missionary journey, traveling through Galatia and Phrygia (modern day Turkey), strengthening the churches he had previously 
planted, until he finally reached Ephesus (chapter 19). 



 
-Who was Apollos?  What can we learn from him, and from his interaction with Priscilla and Aquila? 

-a Jew from Alexandria; learned and possessing thorough knowledge of the Scripture 
-a powerful speaker and debater 
-had learned about the way of the Lord and taught fervently & accurately about Jesus 
 -but was missing some info – e.g. only knew about John’s baptism – needed to be corrected by Priscilla & Aquila 
-possible lessons 
 -zeal & fervor for God – seemed to want to tell everyone about Jesus, both in Ephesus, then in Achaia 

-a teachable spirit – he himself was learned from Alexandria (a centre of learning) and knew Scriptures thoroughly – yet 
willing to be corrected by a couple of tentmakers, who presumably had no formal training 
-the way Priscilla & Aquila corrected him – in private, rather than public rebuke in this case 

 
-Does Priscilla & Aquila’s instructing Apollos negate Paul’s instruction that women are not to teach or have 
authority over men (1 Tim. 2:12), as some people claim? 

-No – 1 Tim 2:12 refers primarily to elders (who teach & have authority over others by virtue of their office) 
-1 Tim 2:12 refers primarily to times when the church is gathered together (1 Tim. 3:14-15), not to situations like Acts 
18:26, involving informal instruction in a private setting like a home 

 
 
Read Acts 19:1-22 
-Acts 19:1-7 is often used by charismatic groups as evidence that it is possible for people to become Christians 
without at the same time receiving the ‘baptism of the Holy Spirit,’ which they argue often (usually?) comes 
some time later.  Is this notion supported by this passage?  Why or why not? 

-on the surface, seems like these men are ‘disciples’ – Paul thinks they are at first, but seems to have second thoughts, as they 
seem to be lacking any evidence of the work of the Holy Spirit in their lives 
-turns out these men are not Christians at all, but disciples of John the Baptist 
 -they need to hear about the one coming after John, that is, Jesus (v.4) 
-when they hear & believe, they are baptized and receive the Holy Spirit 
 
- charismatic teaching of subsequence not supported by this text, since these men are not Christians to begin with 
 

  
-What was Paul’s strategy for evangelizing Ephesus and the surrounding areas? What can we learn from his 
approach in Ephesus and in Corinth? 

-started again with the Jews; went to Gentiles after rejected by Jews 
-bold speaking & persuasive argumentation (v.8); daily discussions (some texts say from 11 am to 4 pm) at a rented hall 
-didn’t need go into surrounding area, since Ephesus was an important centre with many coming & going – people came to him 
 
 

-How is Christ’s power, as manifested through Paul, contrasted with that of the pagan sorcery and magic 
practiced by many in Ephesus?  What was the result of this contrast? 

-God’s power manifested in extraordinary miracles; even handkerchiefs that had touched Paul healed the sick 
 -but not magic and not mechanical 

  -seen dramatically in account of the 7 sons of Sceva 
 -resulted in the name of the Lord Jesus being held in high honor & increase in the spread & power of the word of the Lord 
  -many Christians who had been practicing sorcery finally made a complete & public break with it 
   -saw the sorcery to be useless in comparison to Christ’s power; thus, burned their scrolls 

 
Read Acts 19:23-41 
-What was the motivation underlying Demetrius’ action against Paul and his companions?  What was the 
outcome? 

-prime motivation: potential loss of income (v.25) 
-but framed in such a way as to not make money seem like the main issue – gave other reasons for action: defamation 
of their trade, discrediting of the temple of Artemis, diminution of Artemis’ glory (v.27) 

 -resulted in riot, which was ultimately disbanded for lack of substantive charges against Paul & the missionaries 
  -city clerk warned them that there were proper legal channels to pursue such matters, if any wrong had been done 
 
Reflection and Application 
Paul’s work of evangelism in Corinth and Ephesus provides many important lessons for us today, as we strive to reach our cities with the 
Gospel.  For example, while God is sovereign in saving those whom He chooses, we are nevertheless responsible to be faithful in 
proclaiming the Gospel with boldness to all who would hear.  Rather than holding us back from preaching the Gospel, God’s sovereignty in 
salvation should spur us on to even more fervent proclamation, since He still has “many people” who have not yet heard (18:9-10), and since 
we know that it is He who empowers us for the work and who is in control of any hardship or opposition we might face.  Second, in contrast 
to the ‘one-night stand’ mentality that permeates much evangelistic effort today, the most effective evangelism often requires a sustained, 
consistent effort over an extended period of time – in Paul’s case, about 2 years in Corinth and 3 years in Ephesus - often in the face of stiff 
opposition.  Finally, while much evangelism today focuses on emotions, pressing people to make a quick decision without adequate 
understanding, Paul’s evangelism in both Corinth and Ephesus was founded on careful reasoning and persuasion, both for Jews and for 
Greeks (18:4,19; 19:8-9).  Although it is ultimately God who by grace enables people to believe (18:27), effective witness must similarly work 
to convince people of the truth of Jesus Christ.  Spend some time reflecting on your own witness in light of Paul’s example.  What areas do 
you need to improve upon? 


