
CGYG & LIFE Bible Study - Acts 
Acts 16:6 – 17:15 

 
Acts 16:1-18:22 records Paul’s second missionary journey, which would take him throughout Galatia (modern-
day central Turkey), and through Macedonia and Achaia (modern-day Greece), with a brief stop in Ephesus 
(west coast of Turkey) 
  
Read Acts 16:6-10 
Luke seems to join Paul at Troas, as the narrative switches from “they” to “we” in v.10 
 
-Why would the Holy Spirit (i.e. the Spirit of Jesus (v.7)) prevent Paul and his companions from preaching in 
Asia and Bithynia? 
 -passage doesn’t say explicitly 

-presumably, the time was not right – Paul did eventually reach Asia, but later (i.e. at the end of this trip and the 
beginning of his next (Acts 18:19, 19:10)); Bithynia also was eventually reached, maybe by Peter (1 Pet. 1:1) 
-wanted them to go to Macedonia instead (v.9-10) 

 
 
- What can we learn about discerning God’s will from this passage? 

-God may lead in different ways 
-passage does not say explicitly how the Spirit prevented them from preaching in Asia & Bithynia 

 -perhaps through inward convictions, outward circumstances (e.g. opposition, illness), or prophetic word 
 -guidance through a vision in the night in case of the Macedonian call 
-God may lead both ‘negatively’ (i.e. closing doors) and ‘positively’ (i.e. opening doors) 
 -“double guidance” through prohibition/restraint and permission/constraint 
 -need to be sensitive to His direction 
-the path He would have us take may not always be immediately obvious to us 

-even the apostle Paul had to travel throughout Phrygia/Galatia & be prevented from entering Asia & Bithynia before 
God called him to Macedonia  need to be patient 

 
 
Read Acts 16:11-15 
-Who was Lydia, what was does the account of her conversion teach us salvation? 
 -a woman, a dealer in purple cloth from Thyatira (in province of Asia) 
 -a worshiper of God (likely a Gentile adherent to Judaism, but not a full proselyte – a ‘God-fearer’) 
 -probably fairly wealthy – able to host Paul & his companions (at least 4 men – Paul, Silas, Timothy, Luke) 
  -church at Philippi may have met at her house (16:40) 
 

-account of her conversion speaks of God’s sovereignty in salvation (& secondarily man’s responsibility) 
 -God opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message – and she did 
 -God is sovereign, but chooses to act through human agents – i.e. in this case, through Paul’s message 
 
-saving faith shows itself in deeds – was baptized and immediately wanted to show hospitality to Paul & his companions 
 -insisted on Paul & companions staying with her (“If you consider me a believer in the Lord”) 
 -appropriate for believers to welcome each other into their homes 

 
Read Acts 16:16-40 
-Why did Paul order the spirit out of the slave girl? 
 -was “troubled” by the actions of the spirit through the girl, even though she seemed to be calling people to hear his message 

-discerned this to be an evil spirit – Gk. - “spirit of Python” i.e. the mythological snake that guarded the oracle at Delphi 
& thought to inspire clairvoyance in followers 
-wrong kind of publicity? – cf. Jesus silencing demons in Luke 4:33-35, 41 

-association of Paul’s message could discredit it and open doors later for deception by the demon – people 
see Paul’s power and listen to the girl 

 -‘there’s no such thing as bad publicity’ – not true for the Christian message 
 
 
-What charges did the girl’s owners bring against Paul & Silas, and why might these charges have seemed 
plausible to the crowd and to the magistrates (cf. Acts 17:5-7)?  What was the result? 
 -these men were Jews – stirring anti-Jewish sentiment 
 -throwing city into an uproar – the slave’s owners were causing an uproar and attributing it to Paul & Silas 
  -Christians already had reputation of causing “trouble all over the world” 

-advocating customs unlawful for Romans to accept or practice 
-Christianity was not a permitted religion by the Romans, but was tolerated for a while because it was seen as a branch 
of Judaism 
-cf. Acts 17:7 – Christians accused of proclaiming a king (i.e. Jesus) other than Caesar 

 
 -resulted in Paul & Silas being severely flogged and put in jail 
 
 



-How did Paul and Silas respond to their flogging and imprisonment, and what can we learn from their example? 
 -responded in joy and praise to God, despite the pain they were no doubt in 
 -continued to bear witness to Christ – even the other prisoners were listening 

-a powerful testimony – to the extent that the other prisoners didn’t even try to flee when the earthquake came – 
perhaps realized this to be divine intervention on behalf of Paul & Silas 
-bore witness to the jailer before taking care of their own needs (i.e. before having wounds washed & being fed) 

 
-in same way, we should respond to trials and persecution with joy and praise, continuing to proclaim Christ, both in our actions 
and in our words 
 

 
-How did the jailer respond to the events, and why?  What was the result? 
 -about to kill himself, but stopped by Paul 
 -asked what he must do to be saved – perhaps driven to that point by his own “near-death” experience 
 -gave opportunity for Paul and Silas to share the Gospel to him and his family 
  -all believed, were baptized, and were filled with joy 
  -demonstrated his faith by caring for and feeding Paul & Silas 
 
 
-Why did Paul insist that the magistrates recognize his and Silas’ rights as a Roman citizen? 
 -likely wanted to show the magistrates they had done serious wrong by not properly investigating the charges 
  -call on them to discharge their duties properly 
 -as acknowledgement by the authorities and public vindication that the charges brought against them were not true 
  -would likely provide a measure of protection from further persecution for the new church 
 
 
Read Acts 17:1-15 
-What was Paul’s line of reasoning regarding who Jesus was (v.2-3)? (For further study, you might also want 
to consider Psalm 2:1-2, Psalm 16:8-11; Psalm 118:22-23; Isaiah 52:13-53:12) 
 -the Scriptures point to a Messiah who had to suffer and rise from the dead 
 -proclaiming those Scriptures to be fulfilled in Jesus, who must therefore be the Christ 
 
 
-What different responses did the Gospel produce?  What can we learn from these responses, as well as the 
responses of those in Philippi? 
 -many believed, both Jews and Gentiles, including leading women (17:4) 
 -others rejected it (some out of jealousy) and caused trouble and persecution 
 -those in Berea welcomed it, but did not just take Paul’s word – eagerly searched Scriptures to see if it was true 
  -not a ‘blind’ faith, but solidly grounded on rational examination of the facts 
  -held up as an example for us to search the Scriptures 
 
 -possible lessons:  

-we should not be surprised nor dismayed by rejection of the Gospel by some, nor by opposition & persecution 
 -should continue to proclaim the Gospel boldly 
-we should not think that some are beyond reach of the Gospel – wide appeal to a diversity of people from different 
ethnic origins & social strata 
 -Lydia – wealthy woman from Asia 
 -slave girl – poor, probably a local Greek 
 -jailer – Roman, civil servant; hardened soldier 

-Bereans – needed to be thoroughly convinced in their minds & hearts from Scripture; contrasts to jailer and 
his family, who heard and believed immediately 
-both Jews & Greeks, especially in Thessalonica and Berea, including wealthy & leaders 

 reminiscent of Galatians 3:28 – all united by the power of the Gospel 
-we should be prepared to share the Gospel in any and every circumstance, believing that it is God who opens hearts to 
believe as we share 

 
 
Reflection and Application 
Today’s passage is a striking reminder of the sovereignty of God in evangelism.  Having prevented Paul and his companions from preaching 
in Asia and Bithynia, the Holy Spirit instead directed them towards Macedonia.  There, the Lord would open the heart of Lydia to respond to 
the message of the Gospel, would use unlawful persecution and a great earthquake to bring the Philippian jailer and his family to believe in 
Jesus Christ, and would bring many to faith – both Jews and Greeks, men and women – in spite of opposition and persecution at every turn.  
At the same time, today’s passage is also a sobering reminder of the responsibility we bear to bring the message of the Gospel to the ends 
of the earth, for God in His sovereignty has chosen to spread His good news through human agents.  To fulfill His Great Commission, we, 
like Paul and his companions, must be willing to go wherever He may lead and must be prepared to endure hardship for the sake of Christ 
with joy.  Like Paul, we must also be prepared to share the Gospel in all circumstances and with whomever the Lord may bring across our 
paths, showing from Scripture that Jesus is Savior and Lord, and challenging people to search the Scriptures to see if what we say is true.  
Consider this evening whether you are being faithful in discharging your duty to share the good news of Jesus Christ.  “How, then, can they 
call on the one they have not believed in?  And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear 
without someone preaching to them?” (Romans 10:14) 


